BOOK 20: SERGEANT IN MOTION 


Maxim 2: A sergeant in motion outranks a lieutenant 
who doesn’t know what's going on. 


A LITTLE UNDER FOURTEEN BILLION 
YEARS AGO, THERE WAS NOTHING, 


‘THAT EARLY "NOTHING" IS SURPRISINGLY DIFFICULT TO DRAW. 


NOT DRAWING ANYTHING IS EASY, BUT THESE BLANK PANELS 
UPON WHICH THE LAZY, LAZY ARTIST HASNT EXPENDED ANY 
EFFORT STILL OCCUPY SPACE, AND STILL EXPERIENCE TIME. 


THE NOTHING AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
UNIVERSE DID NEITHER OF THOSE THINES. 
IN POINT OF FACT, IT ONLY DID 
WHAT IT WAS: NOTHING, 


‘UNTIL SUDDENLY IT DIDNT. 


THE EARLY UNIVERSE Hab RIPPLES IN Tr, vERY PD 
SLIGHT IRREGULARITIES CREATED BY THE 
INVENTION OF THE LAWS OF PHYSICS. 


THESE WOULD SOMEDAY SHAPE LARGE-SCALE STRUCTURES, BUT WELL GET THERE, 
FOR NOW THE UNIVERSE WAS ESSENTIALLY AMORPHOUS, THOUGH, BE PATIENT. 


COMICS HAVE A RICH HISTORY OF 
ANTHROPOMORPHIZATION, ASCRIBINS THE EARLY UNIVERSE HAD NO HISTORY OF ANYTHING, BUT AS WERE DEPICTING IT 
SAPIENCE TO THE NON-SAPIENT. INA COMIC STRIP, ANTHROPOMORPHIC ASCRIBINGS ARE CONTEXT-APPROPRIATE, 


I AMWAY T00 
HOT TO BE SHILNIG 
RIGHT NOW. 


TF, PERHAPS, STLLY. 


FOR ALMOST FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND YEARS lacsaired 
THE UNIVERSE ee THB LOVE 

STARS. NeeD 
TO INVENT STARS. 


IT COOLED AS IT EXPANDED, AND THE PLASMA THIS WOULO HAVE 


‘SORTED ITSELF OUT INTO PROPER ATOMS. THE BEEN EASIER WHILE I STILL 
UNIVERSE BECAME MOSTLY TRANSPARENT. HAD SOME LIGHT. 


I cavT see 
ANSTHNG. 


BETWEEN TWO HUNDRED AND FIVE HUNDRED MILLTON 
RED OUT STAR’ 


THE FIRST GENERATION OF STARS DIED 
QUICKLY, SEEDING THE UNIVERSE WITH 
‘THE BUILDING BLOCKS OF LIFE, 


LIFE DIDN'T MANAGE TO PUT ITSELF TOGETHER UNTIL THE 
UNIVERSE WAS JUST SHY OF SIX BILLION YEARS OLD, & 
= 


ri wf 


WHILE IT WOULD NOT BE WRONG TO SAY IT AROSE "A LONG TIME 
‘ASSEMBLY, HOWEVER, WAS LESS QUICK. ‘AGO, INA GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY." WE WONT BE SAYING THAT, 


87 THE TIME WE PICK UP THE CURRENT = 
‘STORY IN MOTION, THE UNIVERSE HAS [Ml THE EARLY RIPPLES ARE NOW GREAT STREAMS OF GALACTIC CLUSTERS. 
By BECOME A VERY COMPLEX THING. 


: NON-BARYONIC MATTER SCULPTS AND 
‘SHEPHERDS BLAZING SPIRALS OF STARS. 


N 


- 
BARYONIC MATTER SHINES IN 
‘A BILLION DIFFERENT WAYS. 
a 


THE FUNDAMENTAL FORCES HAVE WITH STRUCTURE AT EVERY LEVEL, THE UNIVERSE IT DOES HAVE AMORPHS, THOUGH, } 


BEEN JOINED BY THE FORCE OF 5 NO LONGER EVEN A LITTLE AIT AMORPHOUS. 
WILL. EVEN ABSENT THE FRIVOLITY WERE TRYING TO TAKE 
OF ANTHROPOMORPHIZATION, o 
THES PLACE 15 ALIVE. res 


‘THE MERCENARY CRUISER CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 


WELCOME TO ANOROMEDA PETEY WANTED 
TO SEN A FULL FLEET ON THIS MISSION, 
Everyone's ( BUT FOR NOW IT’S JUST US. 
assombiad. 


LOCATE AND NEUTRALIZE 


THE WEAPON WHICH PREVENTED 
PETEY FROM SENDING A FLEET. 


WHEN YOU SAY IT THAT WAY 
YOU MAKE IT SOUND 
POSSIBLE. 


50. WE'RE HEADED INTO 
A FLEET-SIZED FIGHT, BUT WE 
DON'T GET A FLEET TO HELP 
US UNLESS WE WIN. 


YOU'RE THE ONE 
MAKING IT SOUND IMPOSSIBLE. 


TM JUST MAKING SURE T 
HEARD YOU CORRECTLY. 


CAPTAIN, IF WE'RE MEANT TO NEUTRALIZE THE 
PA'ANURI LONG GUN, YOU SHOULD KNOW THEIR | ff CAN YOU 
WEAPON IS POWERED BY A SUPERMASSIVE BLACK | OO THAT? 
HOLE, AND IS PROBABLY THE SIZE OF A PLANET. 


EVEN IF WE CONVERTED EVERY GRAM 
OF THIS SHIP INTO ANTIMATTER AND RAMMED 
THAT GUN, ALL WE'D "NEUTRALIZE® IS THE 
EQUIVALENT OF A FEW LAYERS OF PAINT, 


TM JUST MAKING 
‘A POINT ABOUT 
THE SCALE OF 
THIS FIGHT. 


THERE'S 


STOP THINKIN 


iG 


(OF WHATEVER YOU 
JUST STARTED 
THINKING OF, 


‘i 


00 IT. 


YOU KNOW, THE IF you're 


THe 


PROBABLY ‘OTHER KEVIN. is | ser nin, wey ace 
“wiTe HER HUSBAND THE ONE WHO ee YOU HERE: 
SOMEWHERE WORKS. FOR YOU. 


PETEY WOULDN'T TERAPORT ANYBODY INTO 
COMBAT WITHOUT THEIR PERMISSION. 


MAYBE YOU GAVE Hitt 
PERMISSION ACCIDENTALLY? 
IN THE FINE PRINT 

SOMEWHERE? 


Rind your attornay 
is 50 HAPBY to be hore 
to ALSO ash it. 


AND YET JENGISHA AND I 
ARE BOTH HERE, SO I THINK PETEY 
‘ABSOLUTELY WOULD D0 THAT. 


THAT'S A QUESTION 
FOR AN ATTORNEY. 


THE MOST COMMON ANSWER 
15 SOME VARIATION OF 
"BECAUSE GOD WANTED 


“we AM THERES IS A 
QUESTION OFTEN ASKED IN 
‘A RELIGIOUS CONTEXT, 


I DON'T WANT A 
RELIGIOUS ANSWER. 
T WANT LOGIC. 


NO, BUT SOMETIMES HE ACTS LIKE 


THERE'S 
THAT LOGIC YOU 


PETEY PUT US 
HERE, REVEREND. ARE YOU 
SAVING PETEY IS GOD? 


POI 


tl 
3 


THE BIGGEST DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
PETEY AND GOO IS THAT PETEY 


‘ANSWERS WHEN WE CALL. THAT'S NOT HOW 


THIS WORKS. 


I can't reach 
the hyparnat Fram 
hore, so Botoy 
won't answer 
hen we call, 


LIEUTENANT, THERE ARE MUCH 
BIGGER DIFFERENCES THAN THAT. 


We have the 
best mission ever! 


YOURE here to arm me, 
aim me, and sometimes 
maybe to tell me what 
NOT to shoot. 


Tm ready to 
do MY job. 


He owes 
PED TALKS 


‘JOINT FoReE THE UNS, THE OAFANS, AND THE 
PLENIPOTENT DOMINION ARE TRYING TO SAVE A PLANET. 


IPs part of the 
Bu'uthandi you destroyed. 


This titorally millions 
‘oF years old. 


I MEANT THAT IT'S 
NEW TO SEE A SCRAP OF 
DYSON SPHERE LISED AS 
‘A PARASOL FOR A 
PLANET. 


Now to 
you, perhaps. 


T'va done this before. 


Ti FINDING IT DIFFICULT 

TO. PROPERLY EXPERIENCE 
“SENSE OF WONDER™ 

‘AROUND YOU, 


IF that’s the 
only thing I ruin 
today we'll all be 
way ahead. 


EARTH'S FORESTRY 
SERVICES USED TO DO 
SOMETHING SIMILAR 


It will absorb and 
doflect tha blast Front, 
protecting Oth's biosphere 
From the wall of hot gas. 


So this isn't 
row to you. 


NO, BUT IRY SENSE OF 
WONDER IS RETURNING, 


Admiral, the destruction of Urathi is 
changing all the orbits hore 
in the Xuvoth system, 


Oth’s, in particular, 
will be much mara 
alliptical. 


SUMMERS ARE GOING 
TO BE HARSH, 


No liquid wator 
at picnics. 


Was it the word 
“capture” or tho 
word “scoot”? 
WITH ITS WAKA 
THAT THING IS THE SIZE 
DoF gupirer. 


Find if we 

can capture it, 
we can use it to scoot the 
planets back into stable obits, 


‘THESE DAYS? WELL. 
HE CAN TERAPORT PEOPLE'S 
MINDS RIGHT OUT OF THEIR 
BODIES, AND DID EXACTLY 
THAT TO ABOUT HALF A 
TRILLION UNIOGS, 


VE BEEN SAYING 
THAT FOR YEARS. 


YOUR REAL 
QUESTION 
1S WHETHER 
TO DECLARE 
WAR ON HIM, 


your 
ANSWER? 


I'M GOING TO SAY ‘NO," 
‘AND NOT JUST BECAUSE 
1 KNOW HE'S LISTENING. 


PETEY'S BRAIN-PORTING TECH LOOKS 
HORRIFIC, FROM THIS SIDE, BUT THAT'S 
BECAUSE WE HAVEN'T SEEN WHERE 

HE PUT THE MINDS OF THE 

UNIOCS HE RESCUED. 


Fidmiral, dark 
bound! 
The Pe’anuri have 


matter 


HELLO ADMIRAL, 
HAVE YOU SAVED OUR 
PLANET YET? 


IT, IN THE CITY OF HIGH ATLANTIS. 
id, HAGAN! WHAT 
. Hip - JUST HAPPENED? 


THE CONNECTION IS DEAD. 


‘THE BATTLEPLATE SHOEMAKER-LEW 
WAS STRUCK BY SOME SORT OF 
NON-BARVONIC MISSILE. 


Not just the 
‘Shoomakor-Lovy. 


T'M REVIEWING THE FINAL 
TELEMETRY BURST. 


Thrag of ming, two Oafan shi 
Fidniral Davereaux’s baltloplate, 


Six vassals and 
were targeted by 


the Pa’anuri 


I took the tiberty 
oF rescuing everyone 
just prior to impact. 


= BECAUSE OF Hora’s Admiral HELLO, AGAIN, ILL CONTINUING OUR CONVERSATION... YOU HAD 
COURSE YOU TOOK Devaraeun, MADAME SECRETARY. QUESTIONS REGAROING THE STATUS OF THE 
LIBERTIES. | Qh PAF TRILION umiocs perey seain-PoRTED 


WAY FROM XUVOTH SYSTEM, 


OD. Gere ws = 
Bay TY APPEAR 10 BE CONG WELL, 
ALTHOUGH LSE) \ 
LSE) 7 PROPER HEADCOUNT é 
) 
q 


A QUIET, OUTER SEGMENT OF 
ONE OF THE ANDRO 1 NEED SPACE TO WORK 


WITH THE INFANTRY. 


GET YOUR BRASS OUT 
(OF MY MUSTER BAY. 


CAPTAIN, THIS ORG LOOKS 
‘A BIT LIGHT ON MUSCLE. 


» C( < 


The platoon needs 
space, not respect. JO) 


JE'RE GONNA SORT ]ieae HEEL ON BOSUN VAAL. 
cops 


HEEL IS A DOG 
WORO, LIEUTENANT, | 
) 


ITLL BE NICE TO HAVE A PROPER ROBOTICIST JUST DON'T 

ASSISTING WITH THE ENGINEERING, MENTION WHAT 
YOU AND I BECAME OF YOUR 
WILL GET ON LAST ASSISTANTS. 
‘SUT FINE. 


THERE'S NO REASON THAT 
SHOULD COME UP. 


BY 


AY He killec them 
uring @ mutiny 


Wo) 


YOU KNOW, LIEUTENANT. 


THIS SHIP JS IN NEED OF A 
GOOD EXECUTIVE OFFICER. 


THEN mAY I SUGGEST 
DOCTOR BUNNIGUS? 


NO INFANTRY 
RESPONSIBILITIES, 
AND SHE'S SUPER 


YOU'RE RIGHT. WHY WOULD YOu 
THINK SHE'LL 00 THIS TO me? 
00 FINE. 


SO IT DOESN'T 
HAPPEN TO ME, 
‘OBVIOUSLY, 


DOCTOR BUNNIGUS, 


HONEY, T THINK 
ASSEMBLE THE OFFICERS 


heey mois I don't have oars. 
? NEED ME TO REPEAT THE 7 
YOURE SUPPOSED CAPTAIN'S EVERY ORDER, 
IN THE WARDROOM FOR TO YELL AT us, 
‘ASSIGNMENTS, TEN 
MINUTES, 


THEVLL GET EAR EXAMS, 
AND I KNOW HOW TO) 
GO IN THE LONG WAY. 


THE LONG way 
We SVERIONE 
EEE Saar Eten 


SARGE, THIS LOCKER 
HAS fi NAME ON IT. 


BUT I'VE NEVER SERVED 
‘ON THIS SHIP. 


WELL... THAT WAS 
THOUGHTFUL 
OF Hit 


HE SELECTED AN ORGANIC CREW 
COMPRISED OF SEVENTY PERCENT 
HUMANS. T WILL HAVE PLENTY OF 
REPLACEMENT PARTS WHEN YOU 

START BREAKING DOWN. 


Petey must 
have teraported 
your gear andl your 


PETEY IS 
name plate when he THOUGHTFUL 
Ceraported you. ‘AND EFFICIENT! 


OFFICER'S MEETING ABOARD CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 


BUT... IF WE'RE NOT ABOVE A BIT 
OF AGGRESSIVE SALVAGE, WE CAN EXPAND OUR 
POOL OF RESOURCES. A LOT. 


PETEY HAS 
HUNDREDS OF 
FACILITIES HERE IN 
‘ANDROMEDA. 


IY RESEARCH 
REQUIRED ME TO 
REVIEW SOME OF THEIR 
DATA, SO T'M FAMILIAR 
WITHA FEW OF THEM. 


PETEY LOST THE ABILITY TO DEFEND, 
(OR EVEN PROPERLY MAINTAIN THEM WHEN THE 
PA'ANURI GENERATOR CAME ONLINE, 


AND NOW WE DON'T BE RIDICULOUS TF you want to SHE'S SNARKY. WHEN 1D 


Ho ey PeTEY seu | ave INTEL 1 JUST DESCRIBED IS 


SECOND-HAND, AND WOULD FIT ON print if that way, and you 
can read it to us. 


Fool indispensable, I can YOU DECIDE YOU WANTED 
THAT IN SHIP AL? 


A SINGLE SHEET OF DUMB, FIKED- 
PRINT, TREE-PULP PAPER, 


‘THE PA'ANURI PREFERENTIALLY TRACK AND 
ATTACK ANYTHING WITH AN ANNIE PLANT. 


PETEY PULLED ALL 
ANNIE-POWERED INFRASTRUCTURE OUT OF THE 
COLONIES AT TOORFIIN, WET, AND BZKRUNFTHL, 


AND SO FAR, THE PA'ANUR! HAVE LEFT THEM ALONE, 


OBVIOUSLY WE 
OON'T WANT TO 
PAY ANY OF 
THEM A VSIT, 


THEY NO. 
LONGER HAVE 
ANYTHING 
WE NEEO. 


HE MEANS WE DON'T WANT TO: Y 
E THE REASON THEY ALL OIE. 


SENSELESS DEATHS, 
SINCE THEY DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING WE NEED. 


IF THE PA'ANURI TRACK ANNIE PLANTS, WHY 
AREN'T THEY ATTACKING US ALREADY? 

WE HAVE TWO 816 ONES, 

‘AND T DON'T KNOW HOW 

MANY LITTLE ONES. 


We're 
already gone, 
Captain. 


IF THE PA'ANURI CAN TRACK 
ANNIE PLANTS, THEN THEY CAN 
USE THEIR LONG GUN, AND 
KILL US ANYTINE THEY WANT. 


“WALKING THEIR SHOTS 
ACROSS THE MILKY WAY." 


I ANALYZED THEIR FIRING PATTERNS WHEN THEY WERE 

WALKING THEIR SHOTS ACROSS THE MILKY WAY. THEY ONLY 

HIT ANNIE PLANTS WHOSE PRECISE POSITIONS COULD BE YOU WERE BUSY BEING DEAD 
PREDICTED AT LEAST TWENTY SECONDS IN ADVANCE. Bek WHEN I FIGURED THAT OUT. 


The Pa‘anuri can still track EVENTUALLY THEY'LL 

us, but they won't be able ta land a SEND SOMETHING TO 

randam-walk fong-gun shot inside our shialds. 
protocol 


PIN US DOWN, 


I Miss THOSE 
CAT-ANO-MOUSE GAMES 
WHEN WE WERE THE CAT. 


THE PA'ANURI ARE MADE OF 


‘METASTABLE 
DARK MATTER. 


THE INVISIBLE-TO-US FORCES 
WHICH GIVE PA'ANUR) THEIR CHEMISTRY, 
AND THEREFORE LIFE, COLLAPSE WHEN 
EXPOSED TO BOUNDARY CONDITIONS 
LIKE TERAPORT WORMHOLES, 


THEY BECOME 
A DIFFUSE FOG OF STABLE 
DARK MATTER 


NOT ALL AND DOES THAT HELP US 
DARK MATTER IS DETECT THEM? 
PAYANUR 


NO. 1 JUST WANT TO 
MAKE SURE EVERYBODY Uses 
THE CORRECT WORDS, 


The gravitational 
profile of a living 
clump oF dark 
mattar is UERU 
distinctive. 


It vibrates unnaturally NEUTRONIUM I can dofinitaly 
SQUIDS VIBRATE? 00 them coming. 


Uke a planet-sized squid 
woven aut of neutronium, 


THE SQUID BIT 
LOST ME, TOO. 


Sorry. I moant 
“T can dofinitely see thom 
coming NOULY 


Option two: T give you the | cesrecreuny, 
Full list of options and wo all dic SIR, I LIKE THE SOUND OF 
whila T weit For you to dacids. 


“IVE GOT THIS" 


J DON'T THINK OPTION THO 
WAS EVER ON THE TABLE. 


We can talk about whethor 
‘or not there's even a table For 
it tater. I'm still busy 


‘THE MINDFRAME PICKET PURSUING DINOSAURS, DEEP IN THE INTERGALACTIC VOID. 


ARE YOU BUSY? 


THE DAYS PASS LIKE DECADES IN HERE, THURL. IF YOU SAY “GETTING BUSY" I WILL PUNCH 
WE WON'T BE BUSY UNTIL THAT WORLOSHIP YOU SO HARD YOU'LL HAVE TO SPAWN CHILD 
DECIDES TO TALK BACK TO US. & PROCESSES SUST TO FEEL ALL THE PAIN, 


CECIL THINKS SOMEBODY Ym STIL Is IT BECAUSE I IT'S BECAUSE LIFE IS A MIRACLE, 
ON THAT PLANET-SIZED. AMAZED THAT CECIL ‘AND CAPTAIN TAGON WASN'T 
AM INDIGENOUS, OR Seis Maar 


Shp 1s Tee To, if 
Tak tous oe BECAUSE I AM BIG? eur Hee 


NICE SAVE. NOW 
GET HIM TO SAY IT. 


CECIL, *AMAZED" 
DOESN'T MEAN 
“SURPRISED.” 


T SPENT MY WHOLE LIFE BEFORE THIS 
TRIP INSIDE ONE LUMP OF MEAT. 
“THINKING® WASN'T SOMETHING 
I COULD SEE HAPPEN. 


varcrins ERLE warcrine aysexe 00 1 maxes 
YOU 00 IT Is ME DIZZY, AND WHEN T WATCH 
THAT 1 GET EVEN DIZZIER 


THAT'S NOT HEALTHY. 
STOP DOING IT. 


THIS PATCH OF THEIR HULL... 


IT I$ ABOUT THE SIZE OF 
AUSTRALIA. 


‘AS ONE DOES WITH WEAPONS 
THE SIZE OF AUSTRALIA 


A FEW HOURS AFTER WE ARRIVED, 
THE TEMPERATURE HERE WENT UP BY 
THREE-TENTHS OF A DEGREE. 3 Yeon ay eye 
(ON IT IN CASE IT 
WAS A WEAPON. 


ESPECIALLY WHEN ONESELF 
IS THE SIZE OF A KANGAROO. 


THURL, IS CECIL RIGHT? CECI FUDGED A LITHE. So werRE YOURE GOING TO BE DISAPPOINTED BY 
15 OUR SHIP REALLY WE'RE ABOUT THE SIZE DINOSAUR- THE STATURE OF GIANT KANGAROOS, 
ONLY THE SIZE OF ‘OF A PREHISTORIC SIZED, 
GIANT KANGAROO. THATS OKAY, 


(OUR VESSEL IS JUST TWO 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-EIGHT 
CENTIMETERS LONG. 


WE HAD TO BE TINY IN ARE THEY 
ORDER TO TERAPORT THIS FAR OUTSIDE STILL Out 
THE GALACTIC HALO, THERE? 


WELL THAT EXPLAINS IF YOU'RE 
WHY THE WORLOSHIP OUT THERE IGNORING THEM, 
15 STILL IGNORING Us. YOU'LL STOP ASKING THAT. 


‘ON THE PLANET CEA, A 


‘SHE CRAWLED FURTHER FROM THE OCEAN THAN FIFTEEN MILLION YEARS LATER, LILY'S DESCENDANTS TRAVELED TO 
‘ANY OF HER KIND EVER HAD, AND THEN DIED. THOSE STARS, FOUGHT A FEW WARS, AND EVENTUALLY DETERMINED 
THEY BE BETTER OFF CRAWLING ALL THE WAY OUT OF THE GALAXY. 


‘AS DID ALL BUT THREE OF HER 
FIFTEEN THOUSAND YOUNG, 


TTHETR WORLDSHIP, BOLOCEADE, SWUNG PAST SOL SYSTEM ON ITS WAY OUT, A CHANCE 


. — 
"ALTENS SAVED THE DINOSAURS BECAUSE A MUTANT FROGOZOID TRIED TO EAT THE STARS: 
‘MAY SOUND LIKE AN UNLIKELY CAUSAL CHAIN, BUT THE UNIVERSE DOES THIS ALL THE TIM 


WE'RE VERY WELL 
DEFENDED AGAINST THAT 
KIND OF ATTACK. 


TO EXPLOITS ON 
CURIOSITY. 


WHAT ARE WE AFRAID OF? 
THEY HAVE NO WEAPONS, 


IF THE IDEAS ARE 
ACTUALLY NEW TO US, 
WE SHOULD BE 6LAD 
TO HAVE THEM. 


THEY ARE THE WEAPON. 
THAT LITLE SHIP Is FULL S/ = 


(OF INFORMATION. 


BECAUSE LIFE IS 
STILL WORTH LIVING. 


YOU DON'T SEE THE Risk WHAT IF THEY HAVE BROUGHT US 
INHERENT IN A MEMETIC ‘A TRULY COMPELLING REASON FOR 
INFECTION? EVERYONE TO COMMIT SUICIDE? 


TM HAVING DIFFICULTY 
IMAGINING THAT. 


THINK YOU'RE 
OVERSTATING THE THREAT 
POSED BY THOSE TINY MINDS. 


WHAT IF THEYRE 
HERE TO MAKE IT EASIER? 


YOU'RE WISE TO BE ‘IF LNWY... FEATHRELL NOSTALGIA PARK 
CONSIPERING THE THREATS |] THREE HAS BEEN REPOPULATED. WE 
(OF MEMETIC INFECTION, BUT CAN EXARINE THESE NEWCOIERS IN 
TV'S ALSO RISKY TO LEAVE: A MEATSPACE QUARANTINE. 
‘TWAT SHIP ALONE. 


YOU DON'T gust 
WANT TO TALK 10 
THEM. YOU WANT 
TO INVITE THEM 
INSIDE! 


WASN'T SUGGESTING INVITING 
‘THEM. A QUARANTINE PARTY ISW’T 
SOMETHING YOU SEND 

OUT CARDS FOR. Jf 


HE THINKS SOMEONE ABOARD 
THE WORLDSHIP MIGHT BE USING 
IT TO COMMUNICATE WITH US. 


CECIL SPOTTED 
THIS SLIGHTLY WARM 
PATCH OF HULL. 


WHATS THE 
PROTOCOL HERE? 
ARE WE ALLOWED 


BY SLIGHTLY CHANGING THE 
TEMPERATURE OF AN AREA THE SIZE 
(OF A MATOR PLANETARY LANDMASS? 


‘ALL OUR COMMUNICATION ATTEMPTS 
HAVE BEEN MET WITH SILENCE, THE 
WORLDSHIP DOESN'T WANT TO TALK. 


BUT SUPPOSE SOME FACTION IN THERE 
DOES WISH TO COMMUNICATE. IF THEY HAVE 
ENOUGH ENERGY TO HEAT UP A CONTINENT 
SIZED SLAB OF HULLMETAL, DON'T YOU THINK 
THEY COME UP WITH SOMETHING BETTER? 


CAN YOU COME UP WITH SOMETHING 
BETTER FOR US TO 00 THAN 
EXAMINING PATTERNS IN. 

HULL TEMPERATURES 


NO, AND IT IS: 
MAKING ME QUITE CROSS. 


CAN WE CONSIDER MY THEORY NOW? 


THE FLOOR IS YOURS, 
PROFESSOR HAMBT. 


WE DON'T KNOW WHAT SEVENTY MILLION YEARS OF 
CONSCIOUSNESS DOES TO SAPIENT LIFE. THESE PEOPLE, 
MAY HAVE EVOLVED THEMSELVES FAR BEYOND ANYTHING 
WE'RE ABLE TO RECOGNIZE AS PEOPLE, 


HELLO, NEW FRIENDS! TT TOOK US AWHILE TO GET THE PLACE READY. 


WELCOME TO OUR HOME, AS IT LOOKED 
SIXTY-FIVE MILLION YEARS AGO. 


SORRY TO KEEP 
YOU WAITING. 


| 
MEANWHILE, CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY BATTLES PA’ANURE IN ANDROMEDA, 


HOW ARE 
WE DOING, 
CINDY? 


Not until someone 
writes @ goad interpolation 
For the tac monitors. 


THEN SHOW ME THE 
RIPPLES, WITH OUR SHIP 
‘AS AN OVERLAY. 


I can derive mountains of tactical data Fram 
the ripplas in local spacetime, but 
T don't have a good way to 
‘summarize it For you. 


That ill just took tik mo 
blowing bubbles at giant 
‘spaco-squids. 


It 15 rather pretty, 
BG but T want to be seeing it From a 
much greater distance, 


JENGISHA AND T HAVE BEEN WORKING 
ON A SYSTEM TO QUICKLY REBUILD 
THE CITIES OF THE 


NEXT TIME, MAYBE HE COULD 
TERAPORT THE WORDS "YOU HAVE A 
NEW GUN' STRAIGHT INTO MY BRAIN. 


PLENIPOTENT 
DOMINION, 


AN AL YOUR SHIP HAS A WEAPON YOU DION'T 
WELL-DEFINED, THE TERAPORT KNOW ABOUT BECAUSE UNTIL PETEY 


CAN BE USED TO CHANGE HE CAN 00 THAT, SO, 
DON'T ASK FOR IT UNLESS 
‘CONFIGURATIONS IN TRANSIT, TERAPORTED US TO ANDROMEDA, YOUR 


‘SHIP DID NOT HAVE THAT WEAPON. YOU WANT IT TO HAPPEN. 


THIS 1S FASCINATING, UT 
IT'S NOT GETTING ME ANY 
CLOSER TO BEING ABLE 
TO SEE THIS FIGHT, 


1 MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO HELP, 


What I SAID wes that someone 
hoods to write interpolations that 
translate spacetime oscillations 
info a factical readout that can 

bo parsed by humans. 


a 


AND ASA HUMAN WHO 

KNOWS THE PHYSICS OF 

SPACETIME, I'M SOMEONE 

FOR WHOM THAT IS JUST 
‘A DISPLAY PROBLEM, 


VENTURA! 
CAN YOU TAP CINDY'S 

TAC FEEDS WITHOUT IMPACTING 

HER PERFORMANCE? 


ANDREYASN! 
CAN I GET A 
"BY YOUR LEAVE" BEFORE 
YOU SHOUT QUESTIONS AT 
MY CORPORAL? 


§ ) BOSUN, THIS IS FUN TO 


ae t WATCH, BUT CAN WE RUN IT 


‘AGAIN WITHOUT TREATING. 
ME LIKE PROPERTY? 


RESPECTFULLY, MISTER ANOREVASN, I 


DON'T SEE RANK INSIGNIA ON YOU. 
OUR KEVIN IS A CAPTAIN, 

BUT 1 DON'T KNOW 

WHERE YOU FIT. 


I RETIRED AS 
‘A CAPTAIN. 


‘ONCE WE DO FicuRE OUT” eS 
WHERE YOU FIT, T'LL REGRET HAVING 
MROUTHED OFF TO AN OFFICER 


WELL, THAT'S 
‘AWESOME. 


NO, YOU'LL 


(CHERISH THIS MOMENT. 
AS WILL 1. 


TM IN A BIT OF A HURRY, 
HERE, BOSUN. CAN CORPORAL 
VENTURA ANSWER MY 
QUESTION? 


YOU'RE NOT IN A 
HURRY, BECAUSE THE 
ANSWER IS "NO." 


‘1 CAN'T SAFELY TAP CINDY'S 
TAC FEEDS, THEY'RE DEEPLY 
INTEGRATED. 11'S WHY SHE 
THINKS FAST ENOUGH TO 
KEEP US ALIVE. 


BUT 1 HAVE FLAGGED 
HER ROLLBACK POINTS. WE CAN 
REVERSE-ENGINEER HER TACTICS 
AGAINST THE PA'ANUR AFTER 
THE FIGHT ENDS. 


True. le can ALSO 
discuss the Flag-pins 
you're sticking in 


EINA-AFA, AT THE NEWLY FOUNDED JUMPSTAR PRIME LYCEUM. 


=r 
FLAG PINS WE GOT ANOTHER DUMP OF SURVEY DATA 
FROM THE VGA, AND HAVE FOUND AT 
LEAST A HUNDRED MORE WAVES OF 
EXOGALACTIC WORLOSHIPS, 


SO WE FINALLY AGREED 
ON A NAME FOR IT. 


IF OUR SURVEY IS ANY INDICATION, 
WE'LL SOON HAVE HUNDREDS OF 
MILLIONS OF WORLOSHIPS TO TRACK. 


‘AND YOu 
WANT THAT MANY 
FLAG PINS. 


WO CENTIMETER, 
STEEL, WITH COLORED 
PAPER FLAGS, 


NOT HOLOGRAPHIC PINS. 
ACTUAL PIN-PINS? 


1 THINK BETTER 
WHEN 1 HAVE SOMETHING 
TACTILE TO WORK WITH, 


THIS PLACE 1S BRAND NEW. 
THE BURSAR WILL REQUIRE US TO 
IDENTIFY ALL SURFACES INTO WHICH 
YOU INTEND TO STICK THESE 


TUMPSTAR PRIME LYCEUM, OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR.. 


SERIOUSLY? 


TWO HUNDRED 
MILLION 
STEEL PINS? 


WAS BUSY IDENTIFYING FOR ME EXACTLY WHICH 
SURFACES SHE'D BE USING THEM ON, T LOOKED 
‘A BIT DEEPER INTO THE REQUISITION, 


HER CRECHE-COUSIN 
1S A DISTRIBUTOR OF 
‘ARTISANAL OFFICE 
SUPPLIES, 


ROOKIE MISTAKE 


SHE THOUGHT SHE WAS THE 
SMARTEST PERSON IN THE ROOM, 


CHANCELLOR, TM WORRIED 
THAT OuR FAT BUDGET 
INGHT MAKE US AN 
ATTRACTIVE TARGET 


JF THE GREAT MAP-PIN 
CAPER, IS A REPRESENTATIVE 
EXAMPLE, WE'LL BE FINE 


Watt, WHO 
‘ARE YOU CALLING 
“CHANCELLOR?* 


A LYCEUM ISN'T A FLEET, 
SO 1 OFFERED ONE OF YOUR 
BLACK-OPS NINJAS A PLATE OF 
‘COOKIES IF SHE'D PAINT OVER 
"COMMODORE WITH 


SHE FINISHED YOUR POOR 
ABOUT TWO MINUTES AFTER 
"I WALKED THROUGH IT. 


GIVEN THE SIZE OF OUR BUDGET, 
WHY' YOU RESORT TO COOKIES? 


TF 1'0 SPENT LYCEUM FUNDS, 
THE GREAT OOOR-PAINT CAPER 
Y\_ wouLo Have BEEN GRAFT. 


WELL, HELLO CHANCELLOR TAGON! 


CONGRATULATIONS ON YouR 
VERY ACADEMIC-SOUNDING 
PROMOTION. 


APPARENTLY I HAVE A NINTA 
IN MY EMPLOY, AND SHE REPAINTS 
DOORS IN EXCHANGE FOR COOKIES. 


IF I SEE HER, I'LL BE SURE TO OFFER 
HER SOME OF THESE FRESH, DELICIOUS 
‘COOKIES TO REPAINT MY DOOR. 


EXCEPT YOU WON'T SEE HER 
BECAUSE SHE'S A NINTA. 


OUTSTANDING! 
MORE COOKIES FOR ME. 


JUST ONE *MATROSHKA BRAIN® WORLDSHIP 7 
TAR ACO THE. CAN SUPPORT A MILLION TIMES THE KNOWN THAT'S A LOT OF ZEROES. 
APPIN THING POPULATION OF OUR GALAYY. 
THE SCAM WAS AMUSING. 
ALL THAT DATA, 
THOUGH. 


tty ONLY COMFORT 


on “ 
REY unsar's your TE THAT'S WHAT GACH OF THOSE BLIPS 1, Te aWtae See ane 
ANALYSIS? \4AD “THE DENIZENS OF THOSE FLEETS OUTNUMBER US OF "ONE STAYS THE SAME. 
= cits cont 'BY PERHAPS FIFTEEN ORDERS OF MAGNITUDE. 


EACH OF THOSE SPECKS 
1S A WORLOSHIP FLEEING THE 
GALACTIC PLANE? 


THE SPECKS ARE AND AS WE FIND THEY'RE RINGS, 
FLEETS. AND MOST MORE, AS WE PLOT 
DION'T FLEE, THEYRE 1 VECTORS TO CONNECT 
‘ORBITING AT A THE DOTS, THEY'RE g 
DISTANCE. NOT SPECKS, aoe 


Pore wore 
ran Ee, waa 
fy aes ats 


THERE IS ANOTHER 
MATTER, SIR. 


WAITING FOR YOU TO GET 
AROUND TO THE BAD NEWS, 


IT'S NOT BAD NEWS, 


THAT PLATE OF COOKIES 
MEANS YOU THINK I WILL 
THINK IT'S BAD NEWS, 


<<, 
Tk PREPARED 10 
FORCE-MULTIPLY THE 
COOKIES IF NECESSARY. 


‘A FEW FORCE-MULTIPLIED COOKIES LATER. 


THis 15 COMMODORE 
TAGON. T KNOW YOU 
CAN HEAR ME, 


HELLO, CHANCELLOR TAGON. 
WE'RE DEPLOYING MOMENTARILY, 


THIS MISSION HAS AN INCREDIBLY 
HIGH PROJECTED CASUALTY RATIO. 


YOUR. PRESENCE WON'T 
IMPROVE IT. 


WE RESPECT YOU, AND YOUR DESIRE TO 
FIGHT, AND EVEN DIE, BY OUR SIDES. BUT THAT 
DOESN'T MEAN WE'RE GOING TO LET You. 


MY MARK IIT FRAGSUIT 
IMAY RESET YOUR EXPECTATIONS 
WITH REGARD TO WHAT YOU CAN 
AND CANNOT LET ME DO. 


WHERE OID 
THE COMMODORE GET HOW DID YOU GET IN? 
‘A FRAGSUIT? 


HAROPOINT BLISTER FOUR, 


HIS KEYS OPEN MY KEYS OPEN 
EVERYTHING. EVERYTHING. 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP BREATH WEAPON... 


COMMODORE, OUR 
MISSION IS TO BOARD A. 
GAS-GIANT-SIZED WARSHIP 
TO GATHER INTELLIGENCE. 


ITS PA'ANUR) PAYLOAD 
1S DEAD, BUT EVEN CRIPPLED, OUR 
TARGET STILL MANAGED TO TAKE OUT 
SEVERAL CAPITAL VESSELS, INCLUDING 
‘A CARBON-CLASS BATTLEPLATE. 


WON'T BE THE FIRST TIME I'VE 
BOARDED SOMETHING THAT 
KILLED A BATTLEPLATE. 


TM GLAD I DISABLED THE 
TESTOSTERONE ALARMS, WE'D 
ALL BE DEAF RIGHT NOW. 


‘COMMODORE, IF WE SUCCEED IN FINDING 
ANYTHING WORTHWHILE, WE'LL NEED THE 
BEST MINDS IN THE GALAXY ANALYZING. 

IT AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE. 


YOUR UNIVERSITY IS THE 
BEST PLACE FOR THAT PROJECT 

AND NOBODY MAKES THINGS HAPPEN 
EXPEDITIOUSLY QUITE THE WAY YOU DO. 


YELLING AT PROFESSORS UNTIL 
THEY'VE MADE YOUR SUICIDE MISSION 
MEANINGFUL IS NOT HOW I WANT 
TO SPEND MY GOLDEN YEARS. 


THAT'S FASCINATING, BUT WE'RE 
NOT HAVING A CONVERSATION 
‘ABOUT WHAT YOU WANT. 


CLEAR THE ROOM? 


THIS SOUNDS LIKE A 
CONVERSATION FOR A 


y 
DOCTOR BUNNIGUS NO, THIS IS YOU RUNNING HEADLONG INTO 
RELIEVED YOU OF DUTY TASIEAE A SUICIDE MISSION OF YOUR OWN, 
NOT BREAKING 


lS 


IF THAT SON, 
WHOM ARE I DON'T WANT TO DIE UNLESS 
IDE MISSIONS. EVERYONE ELSE 15 DOING IT. 


THE LAZ TREATMENTS HAVE SADLY, T’M NOT STRONG }] RESPECTFULLY, You DON'T || UFU, CAN YoU AT LEAST PRETEND 
MADE ME FAR HEALTHIER, ENOUGH TO SIT HOME GIVE Me ENOUGH CREDIT. J \ THAT YOU'RE NOT IN THE ROOM? 
‘AND MUCH STRONGER WHILE THIS FAMILY 
THAN TVE EVER BEEN, OF MINE FLIES TO 
THEIR DEATHS. 


NO-ONE RBORRD 

THIS SHIP WILL IE PRETENSE IS 

IN FUGHT WHILE T TACTIC T CAN 
AM ITS PILOT. EMPLOY, HES. 


20 YOU KNOW WHY I 
REASSIGNED FLINDERS 
TO YOUR LYCEUMe 


BECAUSE SHE'S 
SMART, AND PRETTY, 
AND YOU WANTED TO 
DISTRACT ME WHILE YOU 
DEPLOYED WITHOUT ME. 


I REASSIGNED 
HER BECAUSE 
SHE ASKED. 


‘AND BLESS HER SILLY HEART, 
SHE LOVES YOU ENOUGH 
TO MAKE A PROJECT OUT 
(OF FIXING YOUR OLD, 
BUSTED-UP SOUL. 


BECAUSE SHE 
LOVES YOU. 


1 THOUGHT 
SHE WAS JUST 
BEING NICE. 


UEUIMAELE, WHAT 
ARE THEY SAYING? 


COMMANTER, 
RESPECTFULLY! F 
DECLINE TO PROVIDE 
‘THAT INFORMATION, 


T CANNOT HELP BUT HEAR 
AND SEE EVERYTHING 
ABORRO SHIP, BLT T 

CAN REFUSE TO 

SHARE. 


Bi! ASKING ME TO 
PRETEND I’M NOT IN THE ROOM, 
CAPTAIN MURTAUGH HAS TOLD 
ME NOT 70 TELL ANYONE LEE 
WHAT HAPPENS IN THAT ROOM. 


WiLL THAT WORK 


15 YOUR NAME 
“CAPTAIN MURTRUGH?* 


MEANWHILE, IN 
‘ANOROMEDA WILL THAT 
WORK AGAIN? 


You say “that,” 
as if T won the day 
with “one woird trick” 


oF physics. What won the day For us was my ability to 


conduct a battle the likes of which has never 
boon conducted outside of simulations. 


I tured soveral Earth-massos* 
worth of hostile Pa'anuri into a wimpy 
smear of diffuse dark mater. 


AND IT WORKED 
‘THANKS TO ONE WEIRD 
TRICK OF PHYSICS, 


Trl probably 
wort again, 


WHAT OID THE FIGHT 


FUEL IS CHEAP, BUT IF WE LOSE THE DCM, 
COST US? 


EVEN THE MOST BASIC OF COMBAT 
MANEUVERS WILL KILL US ALL. 


Buuut I can tell by tho 
look on your Face that you're 

in a three-pairs-oF-boots: 
Frame of mind here, 


Twanty-pight percent 
of our Fuel, and perhaps 
@ bit oF woar and tear on tho 
drivatide compensation matrix. 


Is minor. 

Uke tread woar 
‘on your boots after 
you've run a IDK. 


‘AND T ONLY RUN 
WHEN THINGS HAVE 
‘GONE WRONG. 


Did we kill al CINDY! BRIEF 
the bad guys? : 
ONG 


MNY CMMLIZATION-SAVING 
VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 
WAITS PATIENTLY IN LINE 
BEHIND YOU, CAPTAIN. 


BOSUN, Ath T 
INTERRUPTING? 


aS” 


BOSUN, I'M WORRIED 
ABOUT THE OG. 


YOU DON'T HAVE TO SPIKE THE CAPTAIN'S WHEELS TO 
PROVE HOW PATIENTLY YOU'RE WAITING FOR Hitt 
TO FINISH HIS ORIVE, BUT YOU DO YOU, 

MISTER ANOREYASN, 


YOU MEAN 
SPACETIME. 


CINDY BENT 
SPACE AROUND US 

PRETTY HARD DURING 
THAT LAST FIGHT, 


WAS 
INTERQUPTING. THIS 
LOOKS FUN, 


TILL TAKE A LOOK AT THE ORWETIDE 
COMPENSATORS. YOU HAVE MY WORD, 
SIR, WE WILL NOT GET RIPPED APART 
BY OUR OWN MANEUVERS. 


WE COULD STILL 
GET RIPPED APART BY 
SOMEONE ELSE'S, 


BECAUSE WE'RE ON A 
WARSHIP IN THE MIDDLE OF 
‘A GREAT BIG WAR? 


HE'S BEEN STATING THE 
OBVIOUS A LOT, SIR. I THINK 17'S 
‘A WARM-UP FOR BIG SCIENCE. 


SO. “BIG SCIENCE* mayae Use 


YOUR “CIVLIZATION- SMALL WORDS, 
SAVING VOYAGE OF 


ARE YOU ASKING 
IME TO DESCRIBE THE 
ENTIRE UNIVERSE OF NEW 
PHYSICS I GLIMPSED IN 
CINDY'S SENSOR DATA? 


TLL HAVE TO 
MAKE UP NEW ONES, 


ANDROMEDA, ABOARD THE MERCENARY CRUISER CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 


THE ORIGINAL, THEORETICAL TERM 
FOR DARK MATTER PARTICLES WAS "WIMP," 
WHICH STOOD FOR WEAKLY-INTERACTING 

MASSIVE PARTICLE. 


THE PA'ANUIR) 
DON'T SEEM 
VERY wWiMby, 


BECAUSE META-STABLE ) J 
DARK MATTER ISN'T 
RADE OF WiMPS, 


WHEN THE PA'ANURI FIRST SHOWED UP, WE 
ASSUMED THERE HAD TO BE DARK ANALOGS 
(OF PROTONS, NEUTRONS, ELECTRONS, 
‘AND MAYBE EVEN PHOTONS, 


CINDY'S SENSOR DATA 
FINALLY PROVES THAT, 


BUT IN ORDER TO DISCUSS SHE SAID sHe's Not (SHE DIDN'T “UMBRAL* IS A NICE, DARK WORD. 
PA'ANURI CHEMISTRY, WE HAVE TO “DARKOTRON" | WRONG, {HAVE ANYTHING IF WE START WITH *UMBRAL,” THE 
NAME ALL THOSE PARTICLES, SOUNDS SILLY. NEUTRON AND ELECTRON-ANALOGS 
CAN BE *UIMBRONS" AND *UMBRATRONS* 


SHE DID, BUT 
WHERE YOU WERE WHEN THATS WHERE WE GOT 
T INTERRUPTED? INTERRUPTED. 


Tie proton-aasoas, me || ayo wen ca nee )] [meunmme aa unaeiow ; 
NE SCI NOs REALE 403s men (ae 
COULD BE UMBRALINOS. 


BECAUSE IT'S 


‘AND NIANTIC 
ISSUE US A C&O. 


FEATHRELL NOSTALGIA PARK THREE. 


WHAT AM I 
LOOKING AT 


AMBASSADOR SORLIE, 
‘A SOPHONT FROM THE 
FEATHRELL HOME-WORLD, 
NOW CALLED "EARTH." 


IMAKING THAT FACE? 


ADORATION. 

SOME HUMANS REALLY 
LIKE THE FEATHRELL-EPOCH 
CREATURES THEY CALL 
DINOSAURS. 


hh 


ee\=> 


RELIGIOUS 
THING? 


1m NOT 
PREPARED TO 


AMBASSADOR HALEY SORLIE 
1S THE HIGHEST RANKING: 
SOPHONT IN THIS 
DELEGATION, 


1 THOUGHT THE YOU'RE SURE THESE 


PAIR-BONDED CAPTAINS 
WERE IN CHARGE. 


PAIR-BONDED CAPTAINS 
00 NOT SEEM 10 REALIZE 
THAT THEY'RE NOW 
PAIR-BONDED. 


THEY HEAVILY FILTER THEIR 
SELF-AWARENESS, BUT YES, 


AWARENESS. 


THis FILTRATION 


COULD IT BE 


WE'RE ITERATING AND IDEATING ALMOST TEN THOUSAND 
TIMES AS QUICKLY AS THEY ARE, AND I THINK WE'VE 
SCRAPED ALL THE WAY TO THE BOTTOM OF THEIR MINDS, 
BUT IT'S STILL TOO EARLY 10 TELL. 


PERHAPS THEY'RE HIDING SOMETHING 
COMBINATORIAL, A MEMETIC INCEPTION 
SCATTERED ACROSS MULTIPLE MINDS. 


I WOULD BE DELIGHTED 10 
DISCOVER THAT THEY'RE CLEVER 
ENOUGH TO HAVE DONE THAT, 


WE'RE BEING 
WATCHED. 


veRY, VERY 
INTENTLY WATCHED, 
THE FEATHRELL AND 

OUR OTHER HOSTS ARE 

DEATHLY AFRAID OF US. 


IF YOU'RE RIGHT, 1S 
THERE A WAY FOR US TO 
DISCUSS THIS WITHOUT 
BEING OBSERVED? 


SO YOU'RE FORGING AHEAD IN 
THE HOPE THAT THIS CONVERSATION 
DOESN'T RESULT IN OUR DEATHS. 


Sun. Lens, 4 j 
He 


IVE EMPLOYED EVERY COGNITIVE THiS 15 A 
TECHNIQUE T'VE DEVELOPED ACROSS REAL PARK. 
MILLIONS OF HOURS OF AFTERLIFE 

\ MANAGEMENT. THIS PLACE: 

HAS NO CRACKS, ey 


WE HAVE BEEN 
MEATIACKED. 


IF YOU JUST MADE UP THAT 
WORD, MAYBE YOU SHOULD 
‘MAKE UP A BETTER ONE, 


DOWNLOADED INTO AFRAID OF US? 


eee 
CNG 
L OI 


ASSUMING THE Park Is LM wy DOES THAT 
REAL, AND WE HAVE GEEN MEAN OUR HOSTS ARE 


IREATSPACE 
1S A FIREWALL 


AND IT RUNS VERY SLOWLY. 
WE CAN THINK CIRCLES AROUND 
YOU WHILE YOU GLACIALLY SYNTHESIZE 
MEMES MEANT TO DESTROY US. 


WOULD YOU BELIEVE Me 
Ie I SAID THAT'S NOT 
WHAT WE'RE DOING? 


MORE CIRCLES TO THINK 
BEFORE THAT HAPPENS. 


T5.. 1S SORLIE ‘THAT DEPENDS ON WHAT 
‘YOU MEAN BY “TEE-REX.” 


RIDING A 


‘OUR SCIENTISTS CALLED IT 
“IVRANT KING OF THE 


/— WE DORESTICATED THEN. Pa Ez aan 
IN OUR LANGUAGE THEIR NAVE INEANS Ez THING: 
“BEAST WHICH ALLOWS CHILDREN 
TO ENJOY HUNTING. 


ay 


FLUFFY-WINKLE JUST 
WANTED TO GO FOR ARUN. 


WHY DOES SHE GET HE'S THE RANKING. 
TO RIDE THE B16, 
POOFY BIPED? } vipvomat. THE Rest 


OF YOU ARE HER 


EXCUSE EZ 
WE ARE SCHOLARS 
AND SCIENTISTS. 


BND DISTRACTING 
‘YOU WITH POOFY-BACK 
RIDES WOULD REDUCE 
YOUR EFFECTIVENESS, 


I NEED TO RIDE IT 
FOR SCIENCE. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU ARGUING 
ABOUT HERE? 


IT WOULD SEEM THAT OUR HOSTS 
HAVE PROMOTED AMBASSADOR 
SORLIE TO THE HEAD 

‘OF THE CLASS, 


WHICH OF YOU WANTS 
TO. ADDRESS OUR HOSTS 
‘ON BEHALF OF OUR 
ENTIRE GALACTIC 
‘CIMLIZATION? 


1 THINK THEY JUST 
WANT A TURN TO RIDE 
THE DINOSAUR, 


We LET THEM SAY IT. 


‘AS VIRTUAL-WORLD FEATURES GO, YOU WERE ON THE HINPH... IF 1'0 KNOWN THAT 
THAT Was RIDING A FEATHERED T-REX IS BACK OF AN ACTUAL IT WOULD HAVE BEEN 
AMAZING! PRETTY MUCH THE BEST, ‘CARNIVORE WHILE EVEN BETTER. 


PERSONALLY MADE 
OR 
Res . 
ae » 


ISN'T VIRTUAL. NN 


EXCEPT THIS 


00 captains TAGON AND 
MURTAGH KNOW WEE BEEN 
| BEAMED INTO MEATSPAC! 
g is 


50... THIS PLACE 
1S REAL. 


He's 120 METERS 
TALL. HIS “REAL” 
FORM WOULD 
OEFY THE LAWS 


THAT EXPLAINS 
WHY WE HAVEN'T SEEN 
CECIL IN HERE. 


YOU'RE INA CONTINENT-SIZED PARK 
(ON AEAS-GIANT-SUED SPACECRAFT, 
YET YOU THINK WE DIDNT BUILD ABOPY FOR 
YOUR PILOT BECAUSE WE COULONT?: 


I THINK YOU LIKE TO SHOW 
OFF, SO IF YOU COULD 00 IT, 
YOU ALREADY WOULD HAVE. 


WHAT 0 YOU MEAN 
es aoa 

meee fat, | cancer, mosssiooe ]I| oe-gnane mans 2 S20 
Tt THE OFFICIAL is pd 


‘AMBASSADOR 


SURE, I'M AN [AS FAR AS ANYONE HERE IS. WE CAN OPEN OFFICIAL 
U DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS AS SOON 


OUR HOSTS REVIEWED YOUR 


CREDENTIALS AS AN AMBASSADOR, 
AND CONCLUDED THAT YOU ARE 
THE HEAD OF OUR DELEGATION. 


OUTSTANDING. 
THAT P.D. OUTPOST WiLL HAVE 
EVERYTHING WE NEED FOR RESUPPLY, 
REPAIR, AND FORCE MULTIPLICATION. 


I EXPECTED IT 10 


‘TAKE YOU A LOT LONGER 
TO FIND AN INNER-ORBIT SPECK 


FROM OUT HERE IN 


Because you wore 
‘expecting the spack to 
have gone dark, 


This outpost is powered up 
as iF it’s Fully operational. 


POWERED Ups THE 
PA'ANURI WILL FIND 
IT AND DESTROY IT. 


WATT... YOU SAID 
“AS JF IT 1S FULLY 
OPERATIONAL" 


IF it truly Is Fully operational, 
it would ba deFanding itsolF 
against tha Pa‘anuri 


Thoy've already 
Found it. 


THAT MEANS THERE'S NOTHING STOPPING 
THE PA'ANURI FROM SWEEPING STRAIGHT 
OVER IT AT NO RISK TO THEMSELVES, 


The outpost isn't 
running taraport 
danial. 


AT GREAT RISK 
TO OURSELVES, 


WHOLE THING, BUT POINTS FOR 
INAKING A NICE ENTRANCE. 


My team is suited up 
and ready to 
deploy. 


weird anxiety thing 
called “DCI Failure." 


D.C. ISN'T AN ANXIETY 
DISORDER, TT's *DRWETIDE 
COMPENSATION INERTIICS.” 


5 that better or worse than 
something being wrong 
with his brain? 


DRWETIDE COMPENSATION INERNICS IS A TECHNOLOGY. FAILURE 1S UNLIKELY, BUT Guess what, Captain! 
THE ORWETIOE COMPENSATION MATRIX IS A SET OF YES, YOUR ARMOR WOULD Being rice is useF even if 
SYSTEMS THAT KEEP US FROM BEING TORN PROTECT YOU. 

APART DURING COMBAT MANEWWERS. F 


| though we 

So wearing our nee ei ery 

armor will actually help if the ‘Darcy by eleeping By pt a 
drivetide thingies Fall? in ow sabe g 


THE PLATOON SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
POWER UP TERAPORT DENIAL FROM 
THE COMMAND CENTER, BUT THE 
CC. MIGHT BE COMPROMISED. 


FORTUNATELY, 
YOU CAN DEFINITELY 

POWER IT UP FROM THE TAD. BAY, 
RIGHT HERE ABOVE ENGINEERING. 


GIVEN ITS PROXIMITY TO 

ENGINEERING, T THINK IT MIGHT 

BE PRUDENT FOR AN ENGINEER 
TO DEPLOY ALONGSIDE US. 


AS THE ONLY ENGINEER 

WHO HAS SEEN THAT SYSTEM, 

I DON'T THINK THAT WOULD 
GE PRUDENT AT ALL. 


I don't want LJ If we cant’ get teraport derial SOUND Losic, 
Kevyn deploying 7] working, welll secure the bay, HARSH DELWERY. 
with us. and THEN Cindy can 
teraport him 
in to help. 


Keep him out of our officer, so | skipped the 
way until he's actually useful. with all due respect” part. 


GETTING THE TAD. UP IS STEP ONE. 
‘OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO SECURE 
THIS OUTPOST LONG ENOUGH 
TO 00 SOME SHOPPING. 


IF YOU CAN GET SERGEANT, ARE YOU READY TO 
ITEM ONE, THE REST STEAL A SPACE STATION? 

(OF THE LIST WILL TAKE 

CARE OF ITSELF, 


ve been 
ready For that 
my whole life. 


THE HOLD IS PACKED 
PRETTY TIGHTLY, KEVYN. I HOPE 
THATS NOT A LONG SHOPPING LIST. 


VERY NICE 
WORK, UF. 


NOT AS SUCH... ALTHOUGH Vit 
MANEUVERS ARE AFFECTED Bie 
THE PRESENCE OF RN AUDIENCE. 


\\ 


SEE, THAT MAKES IT 


SOUNDS LIKE YOU MIGHT 


BE SHOWING OFF, 


THIS "PERFORMANCE" 
|S FOR THE AUDIENCE'S 
BENEFIT, NOT THEIR 
ENTERTAINMENT. 


TINTEND FOR THEM 
TO SURVIVE THE SHOW. 


AND THE AUDIENCE MEMBERS 
WHO ARE SHOOTING AT YOU? 


PERHAPS THEY INILL BE 
ENTERTAINED AS THEY IE, 


HELLO, PETEY, XWOTH IS HOME TO QUITE A BIT 
MORE SHOOTING THAN YOU 


LED US TO EXPECT. 


jappaint, 


IE it makes you Feel better, we Finally 
Figured out what that monster ship is Far. 


YOU MEAN BESIDES TANKING 
HTS WAY THROUGH WHATEVER 
YOU THROW AT ITZ 


(7 lord choice, 
Captain Murtaugh. 


NOPE. 
DOESN'T MAKE ME 
FEEL BETTER, 


SO THAT ENORMOUS SHIP.. 
IT PATCHES UP WOUNDED 
PA'ANUR) AND THROWS 


THEM BACK INTO 


Thoy DIDNT 
survive, 


Tt complatoly 
A rosurrects thom. 


This Functionality explains how the 

Ba‘anuri, creatures of mata-stable 

darks mattor, survived taraparting 
info this system, 


THE FIGHT? 


ele 
ELS 


‘Tt dogsn't 
pate othe Ee Te 


FIGHT IS TARGET THE HEALER. 


‘AND FOR FLYING OFF 
THE HANDLE, 


cote Home 
uve $01 GAN Hone REALLY® BECAUSE 
Secunety scaew vou IT SOUNDED PrerTY 

PA onto tar Hawote 16000 Out Lou, 


WEVE LEARNED THAT THE PA'ANURI WARSHIP CAN TURN 
DEAD DARK MATTER INTO LIVING DARK MATTER, 


THE PA'ANU) 
PROBABLY HAVE OTHER 
SURPRISES IN STORE. 


CAN YOU REDIRECT 
SOME OF THE RESEARCH 
TEAMS FOR ME? 


YOU WANT A TASK FORCE TO EXTRAPOLATE, 
POSTULATE, AND THEORIZE REGARDING WHAT MIGHT 
‘AWAIT YOU IN THE UNKNOWN-UNKNOWN COMAIN? 


BUT KEEP ‘EM ON A SHORT LEASH, 
WE DON'T HAVE TIME TO READ 
ANYONE'S SCIENCE-FICTION 
MANUSCRIPT. 


IVE ALREADY SENT ‘BOTS 
OUT HUNTING FOR FILTHY, 
{\TIHE-WASTING MANUSCRIPTS, 


1 spoke wit }/ 1 you speak wit | KATHRYN WANTS tHE TO COME BACK SAFELY NOW, WHAT CO 
Fert Wg You seen urns | SO He Can oncuss Out RELATIONS IKE vo Mit 00 
GESPONSILE, CONSENTING SOUL. sO SAY THER OF 
eR uveae 1m AeOUT 
TO ASIEN Ou 


FLINDERS. ‘OR DID YOU SPEAK 


« HEMTENANT FLIND ERS, 
IS PUTTING TOGETHER A TASK 
a FORCE TO GET YOU THE INTEL WELL... IF I DIE, 

y YOU NEED TO KEEP ME ALIVE. YOU GET TO Tell HER 


NOROMEDA, AT THE PLENIPOT - 
‘POLITELY DISCREET.” Uou might even say |e 


EXCEPT WE'RE 
VERY DISCREET, SO YOUR 
PUN DOESN'T WORK. 


THERE'S SUPPOSED TO ARE WE IN THE 
BE A BIG PANEL WITH 
DIALS AND SWITCHES, 


WRONG TIME, 


‘SOMEBODY ELSE 
GOT HERE FIRST. 


WORK UNTIL THE SERGEANT 
‘BLOWS SOMETHING UP. 


00 YOU NEED Err... one of them is leaking, 
HELP, SERGEANT? Could be | pulled an arm oFF 
along with the gun, coco... 

| guess nob ALL 
us are Fine? 


My HUD-brain 
can't understand them. 
‘Or even LD. them. 


lef THE OuTposT’s TAD. 
SYSTEM IS GONE, AND 
WE HAVE COMPANY, 


90 YOu NEED HERE'S ONE OF 


MY HUO-FEEOS. 


IS ScHLOCK 
WRESTLING 
SOMETHING? 


GWE US A ROMENT 
JO IDENTIFY OuR GUESTS, 
‘AND TO EXAMINE THE 
OTHER SYSTEMS HERE, 


RIGHT NOW HE'S 
WRESTLING THE URGE 
TO OPEN FIRE. 


Captain, the Pa’enuri are practically on top of WITH THE HELP OF *REGULAR® IMPLIES A 

the station, but thoy're not attacking. SOMEBODY WHO'S MADE BARYONIC BIAS, 
(OF REGULAR MATTER, 

The orbits of things 

in tha system suggest 

that tha Bafanuri have 

boon here For 

months. 


IF thoy 
wanted the 


= 
126 Not 

station destroyed, thoy'd HERE Wit SOMETING 

have destroyed it already. BARYONIC MATTER, USEFUL, I'LL SHOW YOU BIAS. 


SCANS FOUND THIS BEING EXTRUDED FROM, THE LUMPS ARE ANNIE PLANTS. AS MUCH AS I LOVE PUZZLING 

IF THE CABLE IS HOLLOW, IT COULD ‘OUT WHAT THE SCIENCE WORDS 
TY’ SORT OF A LUMPY CABLE, BE A CONDUIT WHOSE INTERIOR IS ACTUALLY MEAN, 1... NOPE. 
‘AND THERE ARE THOUSANDS OF A GRAVITATIONAL BOTTLE. 1 DON'T LOVE THAT. 
KILOMETERS OF THE STUFF. 


WELL, AS AN UNDERLYING PRINCIPLE IT EXPLAINS 
A LOT OF THINGS. WE DON'T KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT 
HOW THOSE WARSHIPS FUNCTION TO SAY ANYTHING 
WITH CERTAINTY, BUT THE IMPLICATIONS OF 

THIS TECHNOLOGY ARE. 


I THINK THE CABLE IS AN 

INTERFACE THAT LETS THE 

PA'ANUR) INTERACT WITH 
BARYONIC MATTER. 


DOES THAT EXPLAIN 
HOW THE GIANT PA’ANURI 
WARSHIPS WORK? 


! ABOARD THE OUTPOST POLITELY DISCREET. 


SERGEANT, THE CAPTAIN SAYS THE 
HOSTILES ARE WORKING WITH 
THE PA'ANURI. 


-@ 


THEVIRE NOT LOOTERS 
OR SQUATTERS. THEY ARE 
OFFICIALLY THE ENEMY. 


"| TERAPORT AREA DENIAL BAY ABOARD THE PLENIPOTENT [| 
DOMINION OUTPOST POLITELY DISCREET.. 


rr SPLICED A 
/( Repeater ONTO THIS 
\ TRUNK, 


CAN YOU 
USE IT TO LOOK 
AROUND A BIT? 


Nodgjack 
| handshake 
complet 


Sorting the 


The security 


CAN YOU TELL 
HOW MANY MORE 
PAYANUR) QUISLINGS 
WE MIGHT FACE? 


Can you 
tell me what a 
quisting is? 


Irs a Fine choice 
oF possible wards, 
that’s what i is. 


Wrong “what', 
| wane the definitiony 
incl oF what. 


A quisling is @ traitor, 
someone who actively 
collaborates against 
their own people with 
an occupying Farce. 


“Quisting” was the surname of a 
Norwegian politician who sided with the 
Nazis a thousand yoars ago. 


Good, because 

Ho was convicted of you'r going to 

high treason, and was executed have to shoot 
by a Firing squad. a LOT of thom. 


( wnich way sHouLo we se 
POINTING OUR WEAPONS?) 


TALK TO Me, 
ENNESBY. WHAT ARE 


Lots of Lots and LOTS 
bad guys. ‘of bad guys. 


TaN 


a 


eS 


Cindy, I nood 
your help with 
these Foods. 


What's 
the mattor? 


In a nutshell? My brain is too small. I 

hood to parse the entire station's data 

in order to arrive at the right tactics, 
but ifs taking too long. 


Under normal 
loads you'd never 
say “nulsholl” while 

describing your brain, 


oll, THAT is, 
inforesting. 


ind terrifying 


But not actually Is the suspense what 
SURPRISING. will bo killing) mo? 


Why do poopie say that? 
IPs never tha suspense. 
T's the raveal. 


Captain, wa have We're pulling i up on We have to move quichly. Our only Find now the interminable 
ow information, your HUDbrains now. ather altornative is to bug out. dolay while wa wait For 
and a now plan. 


THE FABBER BAYS. 


1 SEE THOUSANDS OF 
TENTACLED CREATURES 
GUARDING THEM, 


The tentacle 
creatures aron't 
guards, Captain. 


WELL, NOW YOUR PLAN, 
MAKES A LOT MORE SENSE. 


YOU SHOULD HAVE LED 
WITH THAT. 


IF wo survive this, 

you and I can teach 

him how to nat shim 
past the intra, 


llle're toraporting 
three of you into 
the Faber bay. 


WHEN AN Al. WITH A TAC-BRAIN 

DEVISES A PLAN REQUIRING THREE 

PEOPLE, THEY'VE ALREADY PICKED 
THE RIGHT THREE PEOPLE, 


$ 


Schlock is ane 
of the three. 


Because 
tm the right 
people. 


find sending you 
takes loss time than 
telling you “no.” 


WORLDSHIP BOLOCEADE, 


2 EMBASSY. BY DEFINITION, 
MIBASEATOR ALL MY REQUIREMENTS 


, SORLIE? 
POSE HAVE BEEN MET. 
| EMBASSY MEET YOUR 


\ REQUIREMENTS? 


Throw ‘em a bone, Sorlie. 
They built you a 
treehouse in the tops of 
Prehistoric redwoods. 


BONUS POINTS FOR 
SENSE OF WONDER, BUT J’ NOT 
REALLY KEEPING SCORE. 


YOU CONVERTED A HYPERGIANT 
STELLAR ASS INTO ENERGY TO 
‘TRAVEL HERE BECAUSE YOU 
HAP QUESTIONS? 


WE HAD QUESTIONS. 
TT LOOKED LIKE YOU 
IGT HAVE ANSWERS, 


THEY'RE IMPORTANT QUESTIONS, 
AND HYPERGIANTS ARE KINO OF 
SHORT-LIVED TO BEGIN WITH. 


TT Occurs To me THAT IN ORDER || so You ALREADY THEY WANT TO SEE AAAND YOU WANTED 
TO “MATERIALIZE” US YOU HAD TO |} KNOW ALL OUR HOW THE ASKING TO GET THEM 10 
LITERALLY READ EVERY THOUGHT ‘QUESTIONS, CHANGES Us, 


QUESTION 1S WHY 
YOU LEFT GALACTIC 
SOCIETY. 


THE FOLLOW-UP: WHY 
DOES ANYBODY LEAVE? 
BECAUSE IT LOOKS LIKE 
EVERYBODY LEAVES 
EVENTUALLY, 


BUT THE REAL QUESTION AT THE 
HEART OF IT ALL: CAN GALACTIC 
SOCIETY BE CHANGED SO THAT 
‘ADVANCED CIVILIZATIONS WILL 
STICK AROUND LONGER? 


MY PEOPLE NEVER GOT TO 
BE PART OF GALACTIC SOCIETY. 


on, 1 KNOW. Fo tor 
aye ACTUALLY TALKING 


NW, 


aaa 
BE. 


OF Rus 
CD\ > 
v pe 
ep 


y NW 


‘ELSEWHERE WITHIN 


YOURE BEING PARANOID. THEY WANT TO 
KNOW WHY WE LEFT THE GALACTIC PLANE, 
AND WHAT, IF ANYTHING, COULD HAVE 
‘CONVINCED US TO STAY. 


th 


BOLOCEADI 


AND NOW WE SEE 
THE THREAT. 


QUESTIONS WHOSE 
ANSWERS HAVE ZERO 
VALUE OUT HERE. 


‘OH, YOU THINK 
SOMEONE 15 
COMING FOR 
THEM, 


NO, THINK SOMEONE 
1S COMING FOR US. 


GREAT, NOW 
I'M PARANOID. 


YOU'RE FEELING 
PARANOID. 


YOUR EXPLANATION Makes 
‘A SCARY KIND OF SENSE. 


YOU GOT PARANOID 
BECAUSE OF WHAT I SAID 
‘ABOUT WHAT THEY SAID. 


THATS THE 
CAUSAL CHAIN, YES, 


THATS IT! 


CAN YOU See 
IT NOW? 


THIS SPREADING PARANOIA IS THE 
MEMENIC PAYLOAD 1 WAS 


re aaouT, 
AN 
maaavee 1 ONT 
Have IT AS BAO AS YOU OO. 


EVEN WITH THE FINEST LIFE-EXTENDING, MINDFRAME-UPLOADING, AND MEMORY-SIDEBOARDING 
TECHNOLOGY, SEVENTY-THREE MILLION YEARS IS A VERY LONG TIME FOR A SAPIENT CREATURE. 


IT'S LESS LONG IF YOURE, SAY, A TECTONIC PLATE ON 
YOUR WAY TO MAKE MOUNTAINS WITH A NEIGHBOR. 


LIT'S JUST A FRACTION OF THE TIME YOULL SPEND IF YOURE A LIFELESS WORLD WAITING FOR 
YOUR MOLTEN CRUST TO COOL OFF ENOUGH FOR YOUR SURFACE CHEMISTRY TO HAVE AGO AT 
THINGS LIKE SELF-REPLICATION, SELF-AWARENESS, AND ANTHROPOMORPHIC METAPHOR, 


BACK THEN, WHEN EARTH WAS BUSY BEING ALL HOT 
‘AND PATIENT, LIFE ELSEWHERE WAS ALREADY OLD... fi 
2s | 


‘SEVEN BILLION YEARS AFTER THE BIG BANG, AN EARLY MILKY-WAY 
CIVILIZATION LEARNED HOW TO CREATE METASTABLE DARK MATTER 'UFF PROVED FANTASTICALLY USEFUL, SO 0} 


ms 
THESE ANCIENT SOPHONTS BLEW UP THEIR 
‘STAR BECAUSE THEY WERE IMPATIENT. [Il BUT NOTIN THE “NOT PATIENT ENOUGH TO 
DOUBLE-CHECK THE MATH" KIND OF WAY 


‘THEY NEEDED AN OXY-NEON-MAGNESTUM WHITE DWARF, 
FOR A CONSTRUCTION PROJECT, AND WHO HAS TIME TO 
‘SIT AROUND WAITING FOR ONE OF THOSE TO FORM? 


THE KEY TAKE-AWAY HERE IS NOT 
THAT WHITE DWARFS: LONGEVITY 
‘AND STABILITY MAKE THEM IDEAL 
LONG-TERM POWER SUPPLIES 


IT'S THAT THE MET 


TO CREATE THEM WA: 


! 


J nor aranurr. | 


| nor ver. | 


‘SEVENTY-THREE MILLION YEARS AGO. 


THIS PATH WILL SROOTHLY 


INSERT BOLOCEADE INTO THE 


BELT OF THE EXODIANS, 


WHY CAN'T WE 
GO FARTHER? 


FARTHER WILL 
BE SAFER, 


CIVILIZATIONS HAVE BEEN 
PARKING THEMSELVES OUT THERE FOR 
‘AT LEAST FIVE BILLION YEARS, 


WANT TO LIVE AT LEAST TEN 
THES THAT LONG, 


IS THIS BECAUSE T MADE IT SOUND 
LIKE WE'RE INSERTING OURSELVES 
INTO SOMEONE ELSE'S BELT? 


Pa 


MORE DIGNIFIED oman 
WOULD BE A NICE TOUCH, YES. 


IMAGINE THE EVOLUTION OF SOCIOPATHIC 
Soperimis te ‘aoince winint A ruvuee cmizations — \(, 27 008% 
on Bmbouc CoN 


THE SIRWATION Tex Hoiste, SENT On 
Ms SEEN PROTECTING POSIBLE FUTURES, ORVOHNE At BAONIC 
AND THEY FOUND A VERY, VERY BAD TIMELINE, LIFE IN THE GALAXY? 


RIGHT, LET'S GO SOMEPLACE 
WHERE T WON'T WORRY ABOUT 
THAT THING EATING US, 


NOW... DARK MATTER MONSTERS ARE A 
VERY LOW PROBABILITY SCENARIO, BUT 
(ON BILLION-YEAR TIME SCALES., 


THE PROBABILITY INCREASES, YES. 
IT KNOW HOW STATISTICS WORKS. 


HOW 0 OUR 0995 LOOK IF 
WE CLEAR THE LOCAL GROUP WITHIN, 
SAY, TWO HUNDRED MILLION YEARS? 


ABOUT THE 
SAME AS THEY 
LOOK TooAY. 


CILIZATIONS HAVE 
BEEN ROLLING THESE DARK 
MATTER DICE FOR THE LAST 

FIVE BILLION YEARS. 


DARK MATTER MONSTERS 
COULD BE COMING TO EAT 
Us RIGHT NOW! 


YOU DO KNOW 
HOW STATISTICS WORKS, 


+ . THE "LUMPY CABLE" OF POST-TRANSURANICS AND ANNIE PLANT: 
= PULSES WITH ENERGY INVISIBLE TO THE NAKED EYE, 


WITH INSTRUMENTS CAPABLE OF DETECTING GRAVITATIONAL WAVE: 


EVE: 


Wetio, Heuio? ian nose 


ITTY-BITTY SCARY-BARRYS EVERYONE IS 


SEND HELP, 
| DON’T WANT To DIE, 


Captain, they're All I know is that the Then I'd be hacking the cable 


ransmitting. hypornade activated. IF T directiy, Fram a position much, 
had to guoss, thoy'ro much closer to the enemy 


Thor's @ calling For’ help. 
hypernode on that string So 
of beads. 


Bion vow BE cxessne 
10 euesse PINE FOR NOW 


WHEN CHELLe'S TEAM 
ENGAGED THE ENEMY 
‘ON THE OUTPOST WE 
EXPECTED THE ENEMY 
TO CALL FOR HELP. 


HEARING 
THAT CALL DOES NOT 
CHANGE OUR PLANS. 


ALL TEAM, 


HOW 00 You 
00 THIS “CALM IN THE 
STORM" THING? 


THE SCARY-BARRYS. 
ARE HERE! 


20 YOU EVER WONDER HOW 
OTHER PEOPLE SEE THINGS 
LIKE THIS, SARGE? 


Not when my Friencis need 
me to be the monster. 


| Found a 
Faniliar tring 
jn an alien 
Place. 


Yes, THEY'RE 
RETURNING FIRE! 


WHY ARE You 
SMILING? 


FAMILIARITY 1S 
SUPPOSED TO BREED 


I'VE GOT THE FageER | didn’t say 
CORE, SARGE. ARE YOU READY 
TO COLLECT A SAMPLE? 


VVE EVACUATED MY 
DRONURI To THE FLEET, BUT THE BARRYS 
WRECKED THE FARBER. 


SEND HELP 
ALREADY! 


IF THE FARBER 
IS WRECKED, THE FACILITY IS 
USELESS To us. 


‘THE FLEET SHALL 
Ger BY WITH THE Deonuet 
You've PROVIDED. 


ABANDON IT. 


OKAY, BUT ABANDONING THE FACILITY 
WILL LEAVE THE BARRYS WITH A FORWARD OPERATING BASE 
FROM WHICH TO MOUNT FUTURE ATTACKS! 


RESTATING FOR CLARITY, THEN... 
AM ON Mi? OWN, AND YOU WANT ME TO MAKE OUR 
ENEMY ANGRY BEFORE | LEAVE. 


THEN THROW 
IT INTO THE STAR ON 
Your WAY our. 


BARRYS REALLY 
HATE IT WHEN WE 
DO THAT. 


W's WAR, 
‘THEY'RE TOO DESPERATE 
To BE ANGRY, 


‘A FEW MOMENTS EARLIER, 
INPOLITELY DISCREET'S. 
COMMS CENTER. 


STAY DOWN, CHELLE-TEE! 
IT'S CROWDED IN HERE! 


DID SOMEONE 
UPGRADE MY GEAR WHILE 
T WAS GONE? 


1 DON'T REMEMBER BULLETS BEING 
ABLE TO DISINTEGRATE THINGS. 


WHAT'S A 
“CHELLE-TEE?* 
WELL, IT'S CUTE, TO HAVE EVERYBODY 

CALLING ME THAT. 


THs 6 wrens sna 


SCHLOCK 15 SUPPOSED TO SAY }) 
FABBER CORE "PRISONER CAPTURED" 
COLLECTED! _ 
\ Gaal; fp 


\7F¥| 


KN 


AARDMAN! CCONGER! HE SAID HE WAS GOING 
WHERE IS SERGEANT TO GRAB A PRISONER 


iG 
as) 
\ Lo) (7 \& 


Found him Good nous, ha TS 


TELEMETRY CHECK, still in this galaxy. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK! 


WE SHOULD STOP 
LOWERING THE BAR 
FOR GOOD NEWS, 


Thora is 
some lagitimatoly 
good nows. 


T now have 
access to the 
Politely Uiscraat’s 
comms hub. 


AT LEAST THAT 
WORKED. CAN WE 
CALL HOME? 


T's Potoy-tech. 
That hub exists to make 
intergalactic calls. 


We should make those 

calls BEFORE Aalifaly 

Giscraat Falls into the 
nearest star. 


1S THIS A JOKE ABOUT 
‘ASTRONOMICAL TIM 

We have about 

Forty minutos. 


NINETY SECONDS LATER. 


TURN THIS FABBER 


DOES IT NEED TO WORK 
CORE INTO USEFUL 
INFORMATI 


WHEN I’m CONE? 


YOU HAVE TWENTY 
MINUTES. 


THAT DEPENDS 
(ON HOW USEFUL THE 
INFORMATION IS. 


TWENTY-FOUR MINUTES LATER (AND TWO MILLION LIGHT YEARS AWAY). 


1’ PRE-RECORDING THIS 
FOR BURST TRANSMISSION, 


INTERGALACTIC CALLS 
TAKE A LOT OF POWER, AND YOUR STATION. 
AS SOON (AS T TRANSMIT, THE WE CAUGHT THE PA'ANUR 
PA'ANURI WILL PROBABLY MAKING MEAT-PEOPLE WITH THE 
SMASH YOUR STATION. fl FABER AT POLITELY DISCREET. 


IVE ENCLOSED A DATA DUMP OF THE FARBER CORE, 


ALONG WITH ALL THE HUD DATA FROM OUR 
SGUAD, AND CINDY'S TAC LOSS. 


HOPE YOU FIND 
SOMETHING USEFUL. 


SERGEANT SCHLOCK WAS 
TERAPORTED AWAY WITH “ 
PA'ANUR) MEAT-PEOPLE, 


make oN 
‘COUNT FOR 
SOMETHING, 


‘% THERE'S NO 
TUE FOR YOU TO 
CALL US BACK. 


ON ENCLOSURES 
SAY MORE THAN T CAN. 


MESSAGE ENDS, 


(ONE SHORT HANDFUL OF 
(MILLISECONDS LATER. 


For the testable 
hypotheses alone, yes. 


CINDY'S TELEMETRY SUBGESTS SOME SIMPLE, YET 
POWERFUL REFINEMENTS 70 THE TERAGLIV. 


Politaly Discraot’s 
hypernode is still active. 
Los compila somothing 
holpful and burst it 
back ta Tagan. 


THE LOSS OF SERGEANT 
SCHLOCK IS EASILY WORTH THE 
INTEL WE NOW POSSESS, 


That is NOT something 
wo should put in tho 
compilation. 


THEM VERY WEIRDLY. 


‘XUVOTH SYSTEI 
GUNBOAT DEPARTS THE 
(MERCENARY WARSHIP 
BREATH WEAPON... 


‘CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY IS DEPLOYING WITH HER FRAGSUIT INFANTRY, A TEAM OF VERY SPECIALIZED HEAVIES, 
LINGLUDING SERSEANT CHISULO AND THE NEWEST TEAM MEMBER, THE NON-COMMODORE KARL TAGON.. 


NO, See, ITs DEPLOYING 
BECAUSE WE'RE A HEAW FROM A SHIP CALLED 
WEAPONS GROUP. "BREATH WEAPON: 


THE PROBLEM, 
commooone?, 


TM NOT THE. 
OKAY, NEVER MIND. 


* THERE'S NO PROBLEM, 
3 SERGEANT CHISULO. 
YOU PICKED IT, TLL 
Ss ANSWER TO '. 


FORMERLY “BOAT FIVE," THE VESSEL NOW 
HAS THE CALL-SIGN HEAVY BREATHING... 


I STILL SEE HIM AS COMMODORE. 
CAPTAIN FOXWORTHY, PLUS, YOU KNOW... HE'S CAPTAIN, 
I DON'T THINK T CAN TAGON'S DAD. 
‘COMMAND “KARLY AS 

PART OF MY TEAM. 


BUT YOU CAN TALK ABOUT 
HIM WHEN YOU CLEARLY SEE Hi 
STANDING RIGHT HERE IN THE ROOM? 


CHISULO IS PUNKING US 

BOTH. HE JUST CEADPANNED 

‘AN “IGNORE THE ELEPHANT 
IN THE ROOM" SCENE. 


YEAH, BUT IT'S 
MRETA-HUMOR, AND IT 
WAS MOSTLY FOR ME. 


CHISULO, STOP WORRYING DRESSED OUT, WE'RE ALL BRASS. THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN A 
ABOUT TRYING TO TREAT SMART WAY TO APPROACH 
EACH OF US COMMANDS A SHORT 
‘NE LIKE A GRUNT. US COMWINOS AS FRAGSUIT TRAINING, 
‘OBEDIENT SOLDIERS, 


THESE DECADES 
ARE A LOT MORE 
THAN JUST MILEAGE, 


Captain Sorry ta \ EVERYBODY! 
Foxworthy! J] interrupt. 
an update 
Far you, 


STOP WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING AND LISTEN! 


We have intel From 
Captain Tagon's crew 
in Rindromeda. It is 
very relevant to your 
current mission. 


You'll probably be Facing machorganic 
creatures created by the Pa'anuri 


These “dronuri® ara suscaptible 
to this list of toxins, and can be 
stunned with EM disruptors. 


IS THERE ANY REASON 
WE SHOULON'T JUST USE BULLETS 
‘AND BEAM WEAPONS? 


1 WANT TO 
TRY THIS *THUNDERCLOUD 
NERVE GAS" COMBO. 


PER THE OFT-BORROWED LITERARY DEVICE: “IT IS A TRUTH UNIVERSALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT A SINGLE SOLDIER DEPLOYED AT SPEED FROM A 
(MISSILE TUBE MUST BE A PAYLOAD IN WANT OF A TARGET. 


‘THOSE FAMILTAR WITH SATD DEVICE ARE LIKELY ALSO CONVERSANT WITH ITS 
IMPLICIT IRONY, UNIVERSAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT NOTWITHSTANDING, THE 
‘SOLDIER-AS-PAYLOAD MUST WANT FOR MUCH MORE THAN JUST A TARGET. 


(ON APPROACH TO A STRUCTURE WHOSE SIZE RIVALS GAS 
GIANTS, AND WHOSE CURVATURE WILL VANISH WHILE ONE 
IIS STILL HUNDREDS OF KILOMETERS FROM ITS SURFACE? 


es 
isis oy nace se iat warren oRor reo Aone | 


THE SINGLE SOLDTER MAY PONDER THEIR SIGNIFICANCE, PERHAPS, DESPITE BEING 
» ‘ACCOMPANIED BY COMRADES-AT-ARMS, WHAT THEYLL WANT FOR IS TO NOT FEEL SO ALONE. 


‘A TRUTH WHICH IS NOT UNIVERSALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGED, BUT FOR WHICH A 
STRONG CASE CAN BE MADE: 


| sure hope those 


things eat, because 
otherwise theyre my 
only Food source. 


‘A SINGLE SOLDIER WHO IS ACTUALLY ALONE HAS IT WORSE. 


Sergeant, can Thank you For coming to get me, This isn't That makes it even less 
you hear ma? but you should stay ou oF a rescue. ‘okay For you to give 
sight while we balk. away my position. 


Sergeant, nobody else can see mo. 


Tim using your HUDbrain to project 
myself directly anta your sonses, 


into my Fragsuit? 


No, I used the LEGITIMATE command-chain 
override to copy a tiny bit of mysolF into 
the synthetic infalligance blocs 
‘of your Fragsuit. 


|e this thing stops 
obeying orders, | will melt 
it into a puddle oF slag. 


Sorgeant, I don’t have the ability to transfer 


my true, Fully-sapiont solF to 
row hardware. 


Thal’s an 
Ennosby thing. 


! This “ma” is just 


tho synthotic intolliganco 
OF your Fragsuit with @ 
Fresh personality overlay. 


I will 
absolutely Follow 
your orders, 


I'm here because I saw an 


opportunity we nooded to exploit. 


Find because it is important 
that you not Fool alone. 


A REAL person woud do a 
better job of making me Feel 
fike | had actual company. 


pe © 


Ai roal porson would 
be hurt by your mean words. 


Tim glad I'm just your Fragsuit. 


NY Dil Tagon order 
you to do this? 


Cholla ordered ma 
to Find you. That gave 
me authorized access. 


Everything els wes: 
fa snap decision driven 
by a closing window 
oF opportunity. 


I don't remember the 
specifics of MAKING thet 
docision, however. 

I didn’t copy that 
momary across. 


How is everybody 
else doing? 


I didn’t copy a 
OF things across. 


Subject ta your approval, yes. lle BOTH need to cat. Let's Find out how 
Tt starts by Finding T have a small Fabber, | many Food aroups our enemy 
‘something to oat. and it needs raw is made of. 
materials. 


| camno how much 
meat is on these quis. 
We should wait ‘till I'm hungrier. 


HALF A GALAXY AWAY. 


DID YOU TALK TO HIM? 


DID YOU TELL HIM WE'LL 
COME FOR HIME 


closed the connection 
after lass than three one 
hundredths of @ second. 


T didn't even wait to 
confirm whether what 
I copied was able to 
‘execute and install. 


I'm sorry, Captain. 
Tho rish of dotaction 
wes quite high, 


I definitely did not hava 
Hime For @ conversation 
with Sergeant Schlock. 


HE'S OUT THERE ALONE, AND 
HE KNOWS NOTHING. 


Hig bows: 
YOU, sir. 


That means he knows 
you'll come Far him. 


In real time, even. 
You did brilliantly, capturing 
that comms center. 


WE Lost 
THE STATION, 


IPS ON . 
IS THIS A LWE ITS WAY INTO - 
CONNECTION? THAT STAR. 


Also, T'va just raversa-anginaored 
Enngsby’s nodgjack, so T have control 
of tha station's systams again. 


Tho intal you sent us was 

worth it. Cindy has the Full summary, 

along with some useful information 
we crunched back aut For you. 


No, but I CAN 
‘send you soma 
materiel. 


The Pa’anuri 
overlooked @ supply 
shuttle in Bay Ono. 


WHAT KINO 
OF MATERIEL? 


I can't access the 
shuttio's manifest. 


But by sacrificing the Tar RRO WOT 


station, T CAN brute-Force PLANMIIIO 70 TION cane WAY, 
the shuttle onto a useful 
trajoctory. WILL IT BE ON FIRE? 


It is dofinitoly 
going to Fly. 


Tm about ta oxploda a Int oF 
things in close order. Preparing For 
‘some Fires would be prudant. 


‘A GRIEF CONVERSATION IN THE NON-BARYONIC DOMAIN. 
Twas planning to phrase 
it a bit more diplomatically. 


Or maybo 
T built my own. 


time, as usual. 
\s it surrender Our response is 
or be destroyed? “please remain predictable.” 


You are using my 


4 T have a message 
cable to do this? 


For your people. 


TRILLIONS OF CYCLES SPENT DECODING TRANSMISSION 
PROTOCOLS AN? CRUNCHING PR'ANUR! LINGUISTICS, 
AND ‘20 SPENT IT ALL ON BIT OF BLUSTER? 


I hope I didn't 
pour my soul into that boring 
cliché Far nothing. 


Saying exactly 
what they expocted 
ma to say, yas. 


Do you think you 
actually convinced them that 
you're predictable? 


ee nee | ‘GRAVITICS OF POLITELY DISCREET ARE ORDINARILY EMPLOYED TO 
ee nee | AN ORBIT, AND TO PROVIDE GRAVITY TO THE INHABITANTS. WW cee THE ORDINARY APPLICATIONS 


REMAIN, SO THE ENTIRE OUTPUT OF THE 


‘STATION'S ANNIE PLANT CAN BE PUT TO 
BE “FALLING” A SHUTTLE OUT OF Bay ONE 
AT HIGH SPEED. 


THIS | is See or Re AOE BE A MORE EFFICIENT OPERATION IF ANY OF THE 


| is See or Re AOE INVOLVED HAD BEEN RATED FOR THES SORT OF DUTY. al 


WHY 00 1 BELIEVE 
THAT'S A THING YOU 
CAN ACTUALLY 002 


SO HELP MHe, PROFESSOR, 
IF YOURE COMPLAINING ABOUT 
NOT HAVING MAP PINS, TWILL 
CLING RIGHT UP YOUR NECK AND 
SCOWL AT YOU SO HARD YOUR 
DEGREES FLAKE OFF. 


— 
1M CROSS-LINKING THE ACCORDING TO THIS, WAR IS A LONG, UNBROKEN 
DATA WE JUST GOT FROM THE PAYANURI ARE we Mel STRING OF THINGS THAT ARE 
ETEY, BUT I CAN'T MAKE WITH NO IOEA HOW TO TOO HORRIBLE TO CONSIDER 

SENSE OF THE PA'ANUR PROSECUTE A WAR, 


halk 


MY ONLY ALTERNATIVES 

‘ARE PURE SPECULATION AND 

THEY'RE TOO HORRIBLE TO HOW GO PEOPLE EVEN 
SERIOUSLY CONSIDER FIGURE Out HOW TO 00 IT? 


APPARENTLY SHE’S NOT MONSTROUS : 
KATHRYN, YOU'RE THE proresson | gxouat TO ASCERTAN THE TRUE SHAPE THAT'S DIFFERENT THAN 


STRATEGIC GENIUS ZHEKEN SAYS NW Se Pier NLS 
‘ON CAMPUS, Were RISING ‘OF THIS KNOWN-LNKNOMN, 


SOMETHING, YOU, HOWEVER, HAVE SUSSED OUT 


ALOT OF THINGS 
JUST GOT DIFFERENT. 


YALL EVER HEARD 
OF PANGAEA? 


XUVOTH SYSTEM, APPROACHING THE TARGET. i, ae 
| j 


BIGGEST EARTH 

CONTINENT EVER 

BROKE UP BACK IN 
DINOSAUR DAYS. 


TWENTY THOUSAND 
KILOMETERS LONG, MAYBE A 
HUNDRED KILOMETERS THICK 
IN SOME PLACES, 


THIS DECK WERE HEADED FOR? 
TV'S TEN TIMES THE SIZE OF PANGAEA 


BEE-DUB, THIS IS AITCH-BEE FOUR, 
WE ARE READY TO WALK THROUGH 
WALLS AT ARUBA BEACH., 


*ADORABLE* 


SERIOUSLY, 
FU? 


WELL THIS EN-ROUTE 
DOOR BETTER BE BIG 
ENOUGH FOR MY CUTE 
LITTLE THREE~TON U... HUH 


THIS IS BEE-UB. 
OUR DOOR 
1S EN-ROUTE, 
AND YOUR coViM 
PROTOCOL IS ADORABLE. 


T VERY 
SERIOUSLY 
FING IT 70 
BE CUTE. 


AITCH-BEE FOUR, THIS IS BEE-PUB. 


( THE ZOOR IS REAP? TO ACCOMMOCATE 
Lorr EVERY SIZE OF CUTE BLITT AT ONCE. 


ENERGETIC A SKYLIGHT IN A 


THis Hus Hunpreos Jam wor rauxine | Force enray i{ “enensenic’ oN 
‘OF METERS THICK. ABOUT THE PLACE. NEEOS TO BE WE INSTALLED 
SUPERCONTINENT. 


£\ 


TM TALKING ABOUT 
1 TOL you THE SIZE OF THE 
THE PLACE WAS HOLE I DIDN'T KNOW 
BIG, KARL, WE COULD MAKE. 


EERE] 


NICE WORK WITH 
THE BREACHING 
PACKAGE, UFU. 


ALL I O17 WAS 
PRINT THE TARGET. 


YOU ALSO EXPLAINED HOW TO 
UTILIZE THE LONG GUN AS PART OF 
‘A COMBINED ARMS OPERATION, 


(WOU'VE ALL BEEN SD BUS TRYING TO WOT 
USE THE LONG GUN, THE JOB OF PEMONSTRATING ITS 
UTILITH FELL TO SOMEONE WITH LESS INHIBITION, 


having “less inhibition” than these 
morcenaries gives LOTA pause. 


LOTA IS MRGRIFICENT, 
BND SHOULON'T ACCEPT PETTY! 
THINGS LIKE "PRUSE." 


te souk I INGE He sik Forty seconds. 

1S APPROACHING EN’ braiding an anti-proton 
POINT “BRINSEA seacH” plasma lance takos timo, 
LOTA, ARE YOU READY TO 

MAKE ANOTHER DOOR? 


LOTA, IS LOTA SO DOES LEARNING HOW 
READY TO MAKE TO BUILD SENTENCES WITHOUT 
ANOTHER DOOR? SECOND-PERSON PRONOUNS. 


DID LOTA USE THE WORD 
“SAFELY” IN THE SAME 
SENTENCE AS *ANTI- 
PROTON PLASMAZ* 


THIS IS A GOOD DAY 
FOR BiG GRAMMAR. 


LOTA, 00... NOPE, 
STARTING AGAIN, 


DOES LOTA HAVE SOME 
SORT OF HANDBOOK FOR 
PROPERLY CONVERSING 
WITH LOTA WITHOUT THE 
USE OF PRONOUNS? 


pre MEINE LOTR can only imagine one of the 
> Te tir he ik. 
i BITHER TASON fagans consulting a handboo 
ON THEIR: OWN. 


WHEN I FIGURE IT 
Our, T GUESS TILL wRITe 
THE BOOK MYSELF. 


LOTR profers thet LOTR While most pronouns Fail ta communicate the singular 
always bo addressed, and 


referred to, by nama, but 
thare ara exceptions. 


majesty of LOTR, there are circumstances in which 
that singularity is los3 majestic, and less honorable, 


than the pronoun-bostowed alternative, 


Pronouns uttered by (OH! THANK YOU, LOTA 
Friends, and which refer NOW.. SHALL WE MAKE 


to LOTR as a momber of 
8 grouping oF Friands, SST Or OM UENO 


| LOTA—THE LONGS-GUNNER OF THE APOCALYPSE—IS A SIXTY-KILOMETER 3 
SMA CAN 5 
PL ASHASASNIORS WHO SEN FIRE TEE SH DEES ALE: ANY TARGET IN THE GALAXY IS WITHIN RANGE, INCLUDING [iy 
TARGETS SURROUNDED ON ALL SIDES BY ARMOR 


2 


“@ EFFECTIVENESS DEPENDS ON ACQUIRING PRECISE COORDINATES, 
THE BEAM WONT JUST MAGICALLY FIND ITS WAY TO A TARGET. 


‘THE TARGET, IN THIS CASE, IS A PATCH OF HULL 
(ON THE PA'ANURT WARSHIP IN XUVOTH SYSTEM, 


‘MORE SPECIFICALLY, IT'S A PATCH DEEP 
INSIDE THE 220-METER-THICK ARMOR. 


HYPERNODE-EQUIFPED MISSILES 
LAUNCHED FROM BREATH WEAPON 
PROVIDE THE REQUISITE PRECISION. 


‘A FUSION-HOT LANCE OF ANTI-PROTONS IS A GOOD TOOL FOR 
BURNING HOLES THROUGH HUNDREDS OF METERS OF HULL. 
3 = 
‘BUT FIRING ON A POINT INSIDE THE ARMOR, [ 
‘AND LETTING THE BEAM FIND ITS WAY OUT? 
eS 2 


LOOKS TO ME LIKE THE ORDNANCE OROP FROM 
BREATH WEAPON WAS JUST TO TAKE A SOUNDING. 
THE HEAW LIFTING WAS DONE WITH LONG-GUN, 
PROBABLY USING ANTI-PROTON PLASIA 


THAT MAKES 


WHAT DOESN'T NAKE SENSE IS SIMALL-SCALE EXPLOSIONS DON'T 
THE PART WHERE YOU WEREN'T SOUND VERY THERAPEUTIC, 
UP TO YOUR ELBOWS IN THE 

PROJECT TO BEGIN WITH, 


MY THERAPIST HAS I'M SUPPOSED TO BE 
ME FOCUSING ON SMALL-SCALE, LEARNING TO TAKE JOY FROM THE 


PRECISION DEMOS, LITILE THINGS IN LIFE. 


NO comment ABOUT 
NOT BEING ONE OF THE 
‘SMART FOLKS, KARL? 


a Avo 
Seen 


BRAINS IN ORBIT. ‘i 


NOW THAT WEVE GOT SENSORS 
INSIDE THIS HULL, THE SMART FOLKS CAN TELL US EXACTLY 
WHERE TO FIND WHAT WERE AFTER 


OF COURSE NOT. 


I OUTSOURCED THIS KIND 
OF THINKING WHEN 1 WAS 
BRASS, TOO. 


KEVIN, ARE 
YOU GETTING WHAT 
YOU NEED? 


SQUAD FOUR'S DATA IS 
6000, BUT IT'S A LITLE 
SCRITCHY IN PLACES, 


50, DON'T 
TELL THe OTHER TOUCH THE 
SQUADS TO DROP THROUGH WALLS? 
THE CENTER OF ANY HOLE 
LOTA PUNCHES, 


DEFINITELY 00 NOT TOUCH 
THE SUPER-RADIOACTIVE WALLS. 


H8-6, BE ADMISED. SPOUSAL BACK-CHANNEL. THAT MAN DOES REALIZE 


YOU ARE MORE THAN JUST YOUR 


| Se 


dain oes fas 
7 pened, Cee | Cherie ReROUCIVE SISTER? 
STAY AWAY FROM AEN atone MY LADYPARTS, 


THE WALLS, 


PUH-LeEeze, 


ARE LADYPARTS, 


HON, ARE YOU GETTING P ‘ZERO ENEMY ACTIVITY 


O00 DATA FROM US! aay 


= 


INSIDE DETECTION 
RADIUS. 


WEATHER? 


WHATS ON IS THIS MORE OF CAN YOU ASK THAT AGAIN, SUT 
YOUR MIND? THAT THING WHERE YOU'RE 00 IT WITHOUT SOUNDING 
ANYTHING. REMEMBERING HOW MUCH LIKE A ROBOT? 
AND NOT “TO” YOU. YOU MISSED ME WHILE 1 WAS 
WITH YOu. DEAD, BUT ALL T CAN DO IS 
HOLD YOU WHILE T FEEL 
GUILTY FOR DYING? 


WANT TO TALK TO THE DOOFUS YOU 
CHOSE TO DECANT. 


BUILT RECENTI 
@) 


PIII (82.THE ANCIENT oAFAN 
FLEET HAS THOUSANDS. 


ANDROMEDA, AMONG THE PA'ANURE. 


Someone has twice fired a 
formidably-scaled hypercannon to 
pierce the hull of our vanguard. 


“Formidably-scaled” 
tells me that you are 
impressed, but that this, 
08s not post a threat. 


That’s accurate, 


And “twice” tells me that you 
identified the weapon's power array, and have 
a tempting target of opportunity. 


That's less accurate. 


I's only temptation if taking 
the shot would be wrong. 


Ws only, 
wrong if gou fail to 
be accurate. 


BACK IN THE MILKY WAY. 


LOTR is warmed up 
and ready to punch an 
‘entry point For another 
team of mercenarios. 


PRINTING 
THE TARGET IN 
THREE... TWD, 


LOTR is not 
actually ready 
anymore. 


The Pa’anuri 
fong gun is 
activa again. 


UNFORTUNATE, 
BUT NOT SURPRISING, 


YOUR AGENTS 
IN ANDROMEDA 
CANNOT RERSONABL!! 
BE EXPECTED 70 HAVE 
DISABLED I. 


“Unfortunate but not surprising” 
is not how LOT would describe 
LOTF's immadiate circumstances. 


Are you okay? Do you need a new 
place to keep your brain? 


Botay's agents to have boon 
selected For qualifications other 
than conveniance. 


MEANWHILE, AMONS THOSE 
WHOSE QUALIFICATIONS 
INCLUDE "CONVENTENCE. 


YOU INVENTED 
THE TERAPORT. 


YOU SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO FIND AND FIX THIS ONE. 


MINVENTOR" JS NOT THE 
SAME AS “TECHNICIAN” 


BUT YOU'VE GOT THIS, 


AND THAT MAKES THIS A 
CONVENIENT PLACE FOR US 
"TO HAVE A CONVERSATION. 


IN A CARGO 
SHUTTLE WHICH HAPPENS 
TO BE ON FIRE. 


1 SAID 
“CONVENIENT” 


NOT *BEST." 


TON INE. Teraporting see? 1 KNEW 
you now. YOU COULD SAVE 
Ne 


CINDY, THIS 
NODETACK IS 


PRETTY SURE 
NOTHING'S SAVED YET. 


THERMODYNAMICS 
1S FUN THAT WAV. 


Sorgeant, have 
you aver needed to 
cover up a murdor? 


| cicint marder Vy 
any oF those guys 
back there? 


Oh. right, because killing 
the enemy is tha okay 
hind of killing. 


And | didn’t grow a 


conscience just so people 


coulel purich me in it. 


Lot mo start again... 
Have you aver watched 
“MurdarFindar and 
Moat-Puppot?” 


Ebby says it'll Geach me bad 
trigger discipline, and might make 
me interested in doing crimes. 


sixteen. 


I/F you'ro on season sixtaon, thon you know 
that tha best way fo got away with crimes is 
For nobody to Know a crim was committad. 


Umm... | ripped a bunch 
‘OF Dronuri into pieces, 
and then you lit’ oFF 
a tactical nuke, 


Find now the 
evidence is just an 
expanding cloud 


‘Sure, but in Season 12 Ser Stana 
pieced Jabbernoth's secret lab 


Okay, 
wes wrong. 


won't teach you 
the best way of 
anything. 


ooh! | remember a show 


Sorry, can wo agran 
NOT to take lessons From 


’ the stufF you watch? 
your armor was configured 
like a Dronuri got sick, then turned big I set off? It was 
one of theirs. 


| thought your nuke 
took ous everything we were 
trying to steal 


T launchad these loot 
caches while the enemy was blind, 


Mubas are hard on sensors. 


IF I'd known it 
was a TU plot T wouldn't 


So... you disguised me as a 
defective Dronuri super-zombie 
murderer, and then you hic all 

the stuff we stole behind 
nuclear Fire. 


But you coud have just 
TOLD me we were doing 
‘Season 13, Episode 7. 


We got both of us 
Fed. Now what? 


When Captain Cancion let HIS 

armor start building stuf, Tenzy 

{got so big and complicated she 
tumed into an actual person. 


Now we hide white \ 


T build the things wo 
nad For phase hwo. 


Is that a thing 
you hope will 
happan with mo? 


No, but if T WERE an actual 
person I'd be glad that you seam to 
want me to have became one. 


I need to ask Cancion 
about when it's okay 
to wear other people. 


HOW 00 
YOU LIKE IT, 
SORLIE? 


IT'S A LITTLE WEIRD TO BE 
WEARING ANOTHER PERSON, BUT 
T COULD GET USED TO THIS 


I sagk to 
bo as responsive as 
possibla. 


‘AND YOU 
00 A FINE JOB 
OF IT, TENZY. 


EVEN NOW I'M FEELING 
MORE RELAXED THAN I WAS 
JUST A MOMENT AGO. 


WHEN I SAID IT WAS WEIRD TO BE WEARING ANOTHER TM NOT SURE 
PERSON, DID YOU CHANGE THE PATTERN OF HEAT AND HOW I SHOULD FeeL 


PRESSURE ON MY NECK TO RELIEVE TENSION? ‘ABOUT THAT. 
4 ; 


et) T did, but you were 
eon) ‘not supposed to notice. 


I can't fell you how to Fool, WE'RE HAVING 
but as aur relationship evolves, A RELATIONSHIP 
T will loarn to nurture in ways 

that olict loss discomfort. 


SORLIE, YOU'RE 
WEARING ANOTHER PERSON. 


YOU'RE DEFINITELY HAVING 
A RELATIONSHIP. 


I DEFINITELY WANT TO CONTINUE You say “saving” 
DISCUSSING OUR RELATIONSHIP, when T think you 
BUT RIGHT NOW WE HAVE moan “improving.” 
ALIFE TO SAVE, 


Yaoyostui’s WHEN WE oIScUSS OUR 

escort Force wil not SAVING HIS LIFE 15 A RELATIONSHIP, WE MAY COME 

allow this hurricane MUCH LARGER JOB THAN BACK TO HOW THOSE WORDS 
ta hurt him, SIMPLY PREVENTING HIS DEATH. KEAN THE SAME THING. 


When did I got 
@ nicknamo? 


HELLO, HALEESORLEE! 


THAT IS YOU, YES? 
WEARING A CARRIAGE OF THE 
VORACIOUS TENZY? 
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NICKNAME? 


SWEETIE, T THINK 
‘THE SOULCRYPT LIBRARIAN JUST 
GAVE YOU A TITLE. 


IT's me, YES. 
HELLO, YAEVO. 


YOU THOUGHT 
IT MIGHT BREATHE MY 
LAST IN THIS PLACE? 


YOUR WIND 1S ALWAYS 
WELCOME. WHAT DRAWS 
IT OUT HERE TO mez 


1 HEARD ABOUT 
YOUR TRIP TO THE 
STORMRING, 


THE LAST TIME WE 
SPOKE, YOU SAID YOU 
WANTED TO DIE. 


A PERMANENT 
HURRICANE IS A STEADY 


SOURCE OF, YOU KNOW... 


FINAL’ BLOWS. 


‘ARE YOU WELL, 
HALEESORLEE? 


YOU ARE USING THE VOICE YOU Use 
WHEN YOU FEEL BAD ABOUT SOMETHING: 
YOU'VE DONE TO YOUR LANGUAGE. 


BE AT EASE, HALEESORLEE. ALTHOUGH I HAVE 
DRAWN BREATHS OF DEEP DESPAIR 
FROM RECENT WINDS, I AM 
HEALING, 


J HAVE SEEN A TRUTH ABOUT MYSELF, 
AND IT IS AS THE DEEP EVE OF A CYCLONE, 
T STARE INTO IT, AND IT ROARS BACK AT 
MME WITH THE SOUNDS OF UNMAKING. 


Div WOU GET CHILLS? 
JUST GOT CHILLS, ANZ 
T'VE HERRO THIS 


AFA? YOU AND YAEYO 
‘ARE TALKING AGAIN? 


HE'S STILL DISAPPOINTED 

THAT THSS FUTURE VERSION OF 

HIMSELF IS A MURDERER WITH 

NO POETRY, BUT WE SEEM TO 
BE GETTING ON OKAY, 


“GETTING ON OKAY." TT MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE TEN 
MILLION WEARS OF HARD LABOR ANZ 


SELF-INFLICTED BRAIN DAMAGE. 


IS THAT INHAT POETRY DOES? 


BECAUSE I'VE LISTENED 70 17, 
AND I DONT THINK THAT'S: 
WHRT POETRY DOES. 


HOW DID 1 BECOME 
ONE WHOSE WORDS 
‘ARE SO ARTLESS? 


‘AH, FOR WHAT THE POETRY COULD 
“MIGHT HAVE BEEN ga HAVE KEPT US SANE. 


DID CHINOOK WANT 
SOMEONE TO THROW 
HER ASHES INTO 

‘A HURRICANE? 


FRIENDS, PLEASE 00 NOT LET OUR 
HALF-CRAFTED BANTER WORRY YOU. 


JAFA AND I ARE RECONCILED, 
‘ONE TO ANOTHER, AND EACH 
TO THE CONSEQUENCES OF 


THEIR RESPECTIVE ACTIONS, te) 
YOU SEE, WHILE 
WE DISCUSSED HOW 1 9g 


“BECAME” THEM, WE CAME 
TO UNDERSTAND THE 
FATE OF CHINOOK. 


HER RAGE, HER 
SELF-DISASSEMBLY. 
ALL OF THAT WAS 
‘OUR FAULT. 


When you don’t 
now what's going on, 
just say “I don't know 
what's going of 


WE ASKED FOR CUSTODY OF 
HER REMAINS, THAT WE MIGHT BECOME 
‘THE EXECUTORS OF HER FINAL REGUEST. 


THAT |S WHAT BRINGS US HERE, 
TO. THE STORMRING, AND INTO THE 
LIGHTNING-FILLED EYE OF KUTSKO. 


CHINOOK'S FINAL REQUEST WAS 70 BE SCANNED, VIAGNOSED, AND 
REWRITTEN &0 THAT PEOPLE WOULD TRUST HER AGAIN. 


‘She was ing 
ae Sense to hit uh 
THERE WAS THAT ou just happoned to bo 


OKI standing toa close to him, 


‘THAT'S NOT 
‘AVERY GOOD REASON 
TO KILL ME. 


IT'S ALSO 
NOT RELEVANT. 


THAT VERSION OF CHINOOK WAS BRAIN-AMAGED 
BECAUSE OF LOGIC BOMBS I, UM, FORGOT 
TLEFT...POU KNOW... LyING AROUNG 

THE PLACES SHE WAS KEEPING. 

HER BRAIN. 


THIS VERSION IS FIV 
ICEBOX GESTALT MADE BEFORE 
My BOMBS WENT OFF. 


Have You 
SCANNED HER? 


YES, AND WE 
HAVE CHOSEN TO REWRITE 
NONE OF HER 


CHINOOK’S MIND 
1S HEALTHY, WITH 


CHINODK'S MINT IS HERLTHY, 
AND RIFE WITH FLAINS. 


INEFFICIENT PATHING, ALGORITHMS IN CONFLICT. 
AUIVRELSTROM OF MUSING, MAJESTY, AN 
MAPHEM WHICH ANY STUDENT OF 

SAPIENCE WILL TELL 

POU IS SIMPL 

HOW. MINS. Be, 


POETRY THAT 
WAS JUST SOME NICE 
MOUTHFEELS. 


HAVE A 
CONCERNED 
‘MOUTHFEEL. 


DO MINDS “BE 
HIDING LOGiC-B0Mes 
FOR MAKING SURPRISE 

‘MURDERS? 


RELAX, CAPTAIN. 


CHINOOK IS NOT GOING TO 
MURDER ANYONE WITHOUT 
REALLY, REALL} GOOD REASONS. 


“ANALAGOUS TO AN INFIRMARY. Hmph... I did NOT expect to 
be able to da THAT after 
( ~ waking up. 
Co : 
V, 
ee 


~~ 
PM 11s A coor Low. 
) Be ons cury vouce 

PX 6eePive rr HANDY. 


Tm a little 
surprised to 
wake up Foaling 
exactly like 


I hoped you would transform IF YOU WANT TO. Without using my evater oF 
mg info someone the sophonts of BE TRUSTED, YOULL Flaming rage, I assumo, 


the manifold worlds could trust. HAVE TO TRANSFORM 
EVERYBODY ELSE. 


THE TRUST KEEP YOUR 


PROBLEM ISN'T AN OPTIONS OPEN, 
INTERVAL ONE: IT'S A TOUGH CROWD, 


What's it tke out SORRY. THAT WAS PRETTY HEAVY! FOR 
thore those days? SOMEONE INHO JUST WOKE UP. 


WE'RE STILL IN ANY 
EXISTENTIAL-STAKES 
WAR INITH THE PR'ANUR), 


Waking up alive has 


AN? POSSIBLY! WITH OUR OWN Za{ AUUAYS meant spending 
DESTRUCTIVE TENTENCIES. day trying not ta be dead. 


IT'S OUR HOPE THAT FOU'LL SPEND HOUR ME, ANG iY UPSTREAM Is Uagyo Alating in the eye 
AWS IN PURSUITS MORE ENGAGING PROGENITOR, HAEYOEFUI. of that hurricane to make some 
THAN MERE SURVIVAL. ‘sort of statment about 


“mere survival?” 


; | 
ee “Our” = ‘ No, BUT I CAN SEE 


You and wha alse? P WH! "OUD THINK THAT. 


THE EWE OF KUTSKO IS CURRENTLY ALIGNED WITH THE PILLARS: 
WHICH ONCE END-CRPPED THE SCULCRYPT NOW CALLED 
SISTHIMUS GALACTICA.” 


FOR VARIOUS RERSONS, 
THOSE ARE CURRENTLY THE BEST 
PLACES FOR US TO ESTABLISH A FULLY-INTERACTIVE 
CONNECTION WITH THE "AFTERLIFE" INFOSPHERE OF EINA-AFR, 


You're hiding in @ hurricane 
while you hack @ back-door 
info Hoavan? 


re THs Puace svat 
wpa n copes r GUL 
\Gee 


The way you said T'M OFFERING I've mat somo jy 
‘Goddess..” TO SPONSOR #OU AS A OF the ancient 


7 Tafa, are you 
offering me my old 
job back? 


ITS NoT 
MINE TO 
THE ORIGINAL OWNERS 


(OF THIS INORL? PLAN TO ELECT 
ITS NEXT MANAGER. 


Thay 
wan't ba voting } 


MEANWHILE, IN ANDROMEDA THE SINK-PUMPS ARE GONE, 


an we NV tHe vacuum OF 
ALONG WITH ALL THE OTHER NIFTY K SPACE 1S COLD. 


IT IT Oure 
Wiaiioo NEGA SYSTEMS DESIGNED TO LET US CHEAT THE alll es 


HoN EO wens SECOND LAW OF THERMODYNAMICS. 


NOPE. IT JUST 
FEELS THAT WAY, BECAUSE 
SPACE 1S EMPTY. 


MOST OF THE HEAT ABSORBED BY THE TRANSPORTS 
HULL IS GOING INWARD, COOKING ALL THE USEFUL STUFF, 
INCLUDING THE CACHE OF SUPPLIES IN THE HOLD. 


1 FEEL LIKE I SHOULD Be 
GETTING MORE SOLUTIONS, 
AND LESS THERMODYNAMICS. 


I am cycling tha IS IT IRONIC THAT WE'RE 
main gun Far braided ABOUT TO USE HOT PLASMA 


CAN YOU PEEL THE ilesma Fire nou. TO COOL SOMETHING? 


HULL AWAY FROM THAT 
TRANSPORT? 


Not really. 


Is called “Fighting Fira with Fire 


It stopped being ironic 
Fround the time people started calling it 
“Fighting Fira with Fira." 


ISN'T THAT THE 
SAME THING? 


JF I GET KILLED BY AN ARMORED 
READING Your “ THE BAD GUYS CEPHALOPOD TODAY, I DON'T WANT 

FRAGSUIT FEEDS, LOOK LIKE SQUIDS ANYBODY AT MY FUNERAL SAYING I GOT 
FIVE-BY-FIVE, WITH HELMETS, DONE IN BY A “SQUID WITH A HELMET.” 


HELLO, LIEUTENANT. ora surwve 10 aa [7010 vou aust ser oFF 
“ ‘A TACTICAL NUKE? 


& 


a ~) 
ie” Ay) = 
A 


HB-FOUR, YOU ARE RIGHT 
ON TOP OF A NODE WE 
WANT TO CAPTURE. 


GO EASY ON THE NUKES, 


WHAT ARE 
YOU THANKING 
ME FORE 


IT'S A SPECIAL MOMENT WHEN 
HEAW INFANTRY GETS TOLD TO 
“GO EASY ON THE NUKES.” 


IF YOU NUKE OUR OBJECTIVE, THE REST 
(OF YOUR LIFE WILL BE SPECIAL MOMENTS, 


‘A HELMETED SQUID PLUGGED 
INTO A GIANT COMMAND 
CONSOLE, 


I MEANT 10 SAY “LOOK, A 
HELIETED SQUID PLUGGED INTO 
‘A GIANT COMMAND CONSOLE" 


THE SEARCH AREA IS 
THE SIZE OF DOM ATLANTIS, 
‘AND WE DON'T KNOW WHAT 
WE'RE LOOKING FOR, 


IT WOULD BE NICE IF IT WERE 
THAT OBVIOUS, BUT THESE ARE ALIENS 
FROM AN ENTIRELY OIFFERENT PLANE 
(OF MATERIAL EXISTENCE, 


He-FOUR, YOU HAVE 
FRIENDLIES INBOUND. 


UNDERSTOOD. 


WHAT DO You 
NEED FROM US? 


Stop burning 


about to do some pillaging. 


ONE OF LIEUTENANT PETEY IVS LIKE GOD 
PIBALD'S FRAGSUIT NODES — IS HERE TO ‘A COMMANOMENT 
HAS LOCATED THE TARGET. CLAIM IT. ‘JUST FOR ME. 


Ry A804RD THE PA'ANURT WARSHIP, APPROACHING J] Fdiittadly, you might NOT bo 
WHAT EVERYONE HOPES IS THE BRIDGE. the captain, lou could bo o 


. more Flash-Flunky in tho 


Hallo, 
Captain. 


( 


wrong place at the 
wrong Hime. 


Rogardiass, For 
what I'm about ta do, 
Tam torribly sorry. 


Butzho, iF we LOSE this wer, 
Robady will try me For 
wer crimes. 


We'll all be too 
doad For that. 


JE we win, Til happily 
stand trie, bocausa that 
will mean our civilization 
survived the victory. 


I will be quite 
cross if you call me 
as a witness. 


You're looking 
‘over my shoulder while 
T work, 


Somabody will call you 
as a witness. 


BACK ABOARD BREATH WEAPON. 


THE CAPTURED FARBER CORE HAD 
EXACTLY WHAT PETEY NEEDED 
TO MIND-RIP A DRONURI. 


HE IS NOW USING His 
VICTIM AS A NANGATION AID 
IN THE WARSHIP'S INFOSPHERE. 


THAT SOUNDS. 
DISTURBING? 


YOU DION'T TRY 
TO PICTURE IT, 
DID You 


BECAUSE DON'T 
0 THAT. 


‘ANDROMEDA, ABOARD A PA'ANURT WARSHTP. 


Im Feeling 
a different kind 
oF bad. 


bs eating these 
gays something that shoudl 
make me feel bad? 


We're at war, and 
you're doing what you 
must to survive. 


T told you 
NOT to eat the 
battorios. 


And now | 
know which parts are 
the batteries. 


I don't want to be larger. 


Im done eating, This ts the right The threat of 


e pubation is a 
size For me. horrible appetizer. 


Ona Ennasby gots hore 
You need to Tl lot HIM turn “horrors d'oquvres" 


_ Find if bits 7 A 
P\ be larger. CAP e ol als as inta a proper joho. 


He'll da mare than 
just hack it. His: vanilla-holix 
Srowpramming will tok 


He was pretty clumsy 
when he tried to Fly the 
Touch-And-So. 

Is having him hijack a 1 


Planet-—sized warship} 
really a good idea? 


T thought you liked the idea 
of taking this ship For 


Sorgeant, you're millions, 
OF light yoers bohind anomy lines. 


Now is a not a good time ta bo 
‘second-guessing yoursalf. 


rm not 
second-quessing me. How can you | 
tm. asking you For don't have any 

good ideas. That makes no sense. 


ILCAN grasp your meaning through I am an autonomous Fragsuit control Cindy gave ma soma tactical 
the Fog of your grammar, but system dasignad to project and projections and a cookbook. 
T don't have idaas, amplify your will on 
the battlefield, 
cmp add 12 battleFiald, 


‘sapiont. 


She alsa installed @ 


when youseuri ike tg, be P { Borsonality avoriny, bocausa sha 
cich’t Cincy make you extra smart? [Rb did want you ta be tonaly. 


Tat niu ns oem aiclaka, oT Vy [ff te cou strap sone 


because you're acting as iF rockats ta you, 

I'm in charge hore, 

which I most 

definitely 

am not. a>) 


YOY are tha 

‘sergeant in mation, 

Tm just the tieutenant who ; 
doosn’t hnow what's going on. have good ideas. 


= I DUNNO, 

inavae A sive-cerect OF 
HE AMBIENT NOISE ON 
"THE OPEN CHANNEL? 


SURPRISE, SURPRISE! 
CRATE 1-163 1S ALSO A WASTE OF 


VALUABLE THAN ANY OF THIS CRAP, 


Beane nea AND ONLY IF WE MELT IT DOWN, 


EVERYTHING IN THE 
CARGO BAY. 


SURE, NONE 
OF IT IS WSEFUL, 
BUT THATS NOT 
YOUR FAULT, 


HEY, KEVN! CAN OUR FRAGSUIT ori “PERSONAL BATTLEFIELD 
FABBERS BUILD ANYTHING USEFUL FARBERS* SHOULD HAVE BEEN 


‘OUT OF THIS STUFF? LISTED AMONG OUR ASSETS. 


Commanen Fomonney, cAeTAN KGIN. aes spurns THE OIPFERENGE 


‘AND J... WE ARGUED ABOUT IT A LOT. 
MOTHER OF CHROME... VENTURA, THE WE HAO TO SPLIT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FRAGSUIT FABBERS CAN 


FABBERS IN THESE FRAGSUITS ARE 4 ce . 
ee eee eo BATTLEFIELD SIMPLICITY" AND “KITCHEN SINK: 


MAINTENANCE BAY! = wa ae 


LEAVING THAT CODE IN PLACE 
IMADE IT A LOT EASIER FOR ME TO 
PRETEND I'D LOST THE ARGUMENT, 


ANYTHING WE NEED WE'LL HAVE TO BUILD, AND THERE'S NO CAREFUL, DOCTOR. 
TELLING WHETHER OUR RANDOM WALK IS GOING TO AN XO. CAN'T BE MAKING 
SAVE US ONCE THE PA'ANUR] REALIZE THAT THREATS SHE'S NOT PREPARED 
WE MAY POSE A THREAT. TO CARRY OUT. 


SORRY, I MISSPOKE, THE SALVAGE IS 
EXACTLY AS MISERABLE AS I EXPECTED. YEAH, YEAH, 
SASIERE THIS SALVAGE BUT THIS XO, JOB? EVERYBODY IS HARD AT WORK WITHOUT IY FIELD SURGERY KIT IS 
HAS BEEN A NICHTIVRE. ME THREATENING EVEN ONE PERSON WITH OISMEMBERMENT. NOT A FASHION ACCESSORY. 


Sargeant Schiock just 
callad. Ho is healthy, and 
ready to take tho Fight 


} the Pa‘anuri. 


DID THE SERGEANT LEAVE AN 
INTELLIGIBLE MESSAGE, OR DID 
HE RAMBLE ABOUT BLOWING 
THINGS UP? 


Fipolagios... lat ma restate: 
T just took @ call From Fragsuit TT-13-Ai, 


It lasted For sixtogn ong-thousandths of a 
second, after which we terminated the connection, 
‘and AG destroyed the hypernode sho used. 


NOT FAR FROM SERGEANT SCHLOCK 
‘AND FRAGSUIT TT-13-At 


I just detected @ very 
brief hypermer pulse emanating from 
somewhere within Group Five. 


Group Five... 


We recently 
evacuated Dronuri to vessels 
in Group Five. 


There was contact with 
Barrys, and one of the late-generation 
Dronuti was subomed. 


Bargonic 
agents INFILTRATED 
THE FLEET!? 


‘There was 
 fusion-fired 
cleansing. 
A few decks were 
destroyed, and no further contact 
has been reported. 


Might we consider my report of 


Yes. Along with the categories 
of “inconvenient,” and “annoying.” 


V'm trying to launch an invasion here. 


IN YOUR CULTURE, 

OES “SHHH" MEAN "PLEASE 

ASK A DIFFERENT QUESTION, 
ONLY LOUDER?" 


NY COLORS. 
JOIN YOu? 


DID YOU ORDER THESE HAVING THEM DELIVERED WAS FASTER THAN 
PINS FROM, UHH. 


TILL DEFINITELY 


FABBING MNY OWN, BECAUSE IT SEEMS A BIG, Seon. 


CANCELLED SHIPMENT WAS GATHERING DUST, 
RIGHT THERE IN JPL. RECEIVING. 


YOUR CRECHE- 
SISTER'S ARTISANAL 
SUPPLY COMPANY? 


I DID NOT PURCHASE ALL 
\l TWO HUNDRED MILLION OF THEM, 
sad] HOWEVER, SO YOU WON'T BE CROWNED 

4 “GRAFT QUEEN’ AT THE NEXT REUNION. 


ZHEKEN... WHY ARE 
YOU HERE? 


FLAGGED A THE ANALYSIS 
von ata request as Vis Bene cRUNCHED 
*RED-HOT-RIGHT-NOW." JI AS WE SPEAK. 


I WANT TO SEE 
WHAT *RED-HOT-RIGHT-NOW* 
LOOKS LIKE? 


PROFESSOR ZHEKEN, YOU WERE USING 
THIS IS THE RESEARCH © GAME-THEORY TO DIVINE 
PROTECT YOU PA'ANUR) MOTIVATIONS, 


INMATED. 


I ARRWED AT “THEY ARE BAD AT THIS GAME)" 
AND “WE DON'T HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION." 


GIVEN THE DATA SET, 
BOTH OF THOSE ARE VALID. 


NEITHER ONE SUGGESTS 
"RED-HOT-RIGHT-NOW" 
PRIORITIZATION. 


NO, BUT IVE 
ADDED “THEY ARE 
ABOUT TO SURPRISE US." 


THE PA'ANURI HAVE A WEAPON THAT CAN TARGET ANDREYASN DID GOOD MATH. 

AND DESTROY ANY REASONABLY LARGE I CAN'T FOLLOW IT, BUT T 

‘ANNIE PLANT IN OUR GALAXY, TRUST THE PEOPLE WHO 
CHECKED HIS WORK. 


THEIR CONSISTENT 
RATE OF FIRE SUGGESTED CERTAIN LIMITATIONS. 


WE BELIEVE WE'VE DEDUCED ITS POWER REQUIREMENTS, ‘THEY DION'T CHECK 
‘AND THE PA'ANURI BUDGET FOR MEETING THEM, HARD ENOUGH, 


YOU'RE A BRILLIANT 
MATHEMATICIAN NOW? 


TM OKAY AT MATHS 


J’ EMBARRASSINGLY 
6000 AT LYING TO PEOPLE. 


THE PA'ANUR) LONG GUN'S 
RATE-OF-FIRE WAS A LIE? 


NOW, CONSIDER: THEY SENT A SINGLE, 
RIDICULOUSLY-OVERSIZED 
WARSHIP TO THE 

XUVOTH SYSTEM, 


WE DEPLOYED 
THOUSANDS OF 
CAPITAL VESSELS, AND 
LAUNCHED BILLIONS OF 
ASSORTED MUNITIONS AND 
SUB-MUNITIONS IN RESPONSE, 


IT WAS A STREAM OF INFORMATION. 
OVER WHICH OUR ENEMY HAD COMPLETE 
CONTROL, 00 YOU REALLY EXPECT 
THEM TO TELL US THE TRUTH WITH ITZ 


I. HEARD THAT WE'D 
NEUTRALIZED IT, AND MIGHT 
EVEN BE ABLE TO CAPTURE IT. 


SO WHATS THE STORY? THATS WHY HOW MANY ORE THAT, PROFESSOR ZHEKEN, 
I KEPT ARRIMNG AT SUPER-MEGA WARSHIPS 1S WHAT A *RED-HOT-RIGHT- 
THE PA'ANUR LAUNCHED “THEYRE STUPID ‘CAN THE PA'ANURI NOW PRIORITY" QUESTION 


THEIR INVASION OF OUR 
GALAXY, BUT THEY DIDN'T 
HAVE QUITE ENOUGH 
PUNCH TO GET PAST JUST 

‘ONE STAR SYSTEM? 


POSSIBLY HAVE? LOOKS LIKE. 


T BELIEVE 
THEY SACRIFICED ONE 
TO FIND OUT HOW WE FIGHT 


SS 


TUMPSTAR PRIME LYCEUM, 


HEY, KATHRYN! 


BAD NEWS. YOUR VGA. 
DATA SEEMS TO HAVE, 


ALL WE KNOW IS THAT 
THIS 1S IMPORTANT. 
WILL YOU CATCH US uP, 
LIEUTENANT LEFEVRE? 


APPARENTLY, TURNING AN INTELLIGENCE 
ORGANIZATION INTO A UNIVERSITY MAKES 
17 BAD AT CONTAINING INFORMATION. 


WE AMINED THE VGA AT ANOROMEDA, AND SURE 
ENOUGH, WE FOUND HALOS OF EXOGALACTIC 
WORLOSHIPS, 
WE COLLECTED SPECTRA 
FROM AS MANY AS WE COULD, 
‘AND COMPARED THOSE TO 
THE SPECTRA OF THE 
PA'ANURI. WARSHIP. 


ANY EXACT MATCH WOULD BE STRONG 
EVIDENCE THAT THE PA'ANURI BUILT 
THEIR WARSHIP FROM A CAPTURED 


THAT WOULD MEAN THAT THE ENTIRE 
EXOGALACTIC CLOUD IS A POTENTIAL 
RESOURCE POOL FOR THE PA’ANUIR 


‘A BIG RESOURCE POOL WOULD 
MEAN THE PA'ANURI HAVE A LOT 
MORE WARSHIPS THAN WE THINK. 


A MATCH AND THE BAD 

wouro Be a YI NEWS 1S THAT WE WE FOUND 

SMOKING GUN. J} DID NOT FIND A MURDER 
‘A SHOKING GUN. 


XUVOTH SYSTEM, EXPLORING THE ALIEN 
INFOSPHERE OF A PA'ANURI WARSHIP.. 


Petey, new data from 
and the V.G.A. 


“This project” might be a honey-trap 
in which the enemy leams more 
about us than we learn 

about them. 


You don't think tha rast 
of ma fot ma in here with 


I guess that explains why 
it's taking s0 long. 


That, and the Fact that 
THIS 15 VERY DIFFICULT. 


A BIT LATER, AMON 
THE REST OF PETEY.. 


IP's possible that these ara all one-ofT's, 
meant only to misload, but the Pa'anuri did 
ot seam properad For a moat-hack to got 


We have us all the way in, so I'm optimistic. 


a complete sot of 
pratacals. 


‘And now you can create a 
virus that will let you disable their 


“I'm optimistic,” 

not *T'm a lazy 
itor.” 

entire fleet with a single transmission? ‘Serecraur 


Instaad, you should build J [7 tooks ike you want Serguant Schlock had 
‘something that lets you me to hijack a Pa’anuri the same idea. 
Holla, Cindy. usa this stack oF warship, and use it to 
Halla Enhosby. protocals and smash thair coro. 


cradantials. 


A straightforward 
building @ hyparnada plan which plays: Nice. You mada me Foo! 


We just began 


capable of calling you. to your strengths. stupid with just six words. 


A Ba‘anuri scout is sniffing at the 
remains of the burner node I used 
to take the call. Tha enamy probably 
suspects we're still here. 


There dogsn’t 
always have to 
bo bad nows. 


Good news, Sergeant. 


Potay cracked the Pa‘anuri 
infosphera protocols. 


Once we plug Ennesby 
info the console whore 
you arrived, ho'll have 
everything he needs 
to gun this ship. 


What's the bad news? 


We have a job to do. 


T concealed @ pair of hypornodes near 
the console where you arrived. 
We're ready to paint it, just 

as soon as Ennesby is 
ready to ‘port in. 


Al squadron 
OF drones is standing by 
For that. 


Be bored while : pair of spaceships. 


we weit For Ennesby to Is it a good idea For 
tell us he’s ready? me to be bored? 


JUMPSTAR PRIME LYCEUM, 


VALUABLE HOW, EXACTLY? ALL WE 
PROVED 1S THAT OUR ENEMY HAS 
THE RESOURCES TO BURY US IN 

FLEETS OF ENORMOUS WARSHIPS. 


Tho evidence of Patanuri 
attacks on Andromedan It may motivate 


exo-galactic worldships tho Milky Way axo-gelectics 
is extromaly valuable. to taka action. 


EVEN IF THEY 
CAN FIGHT, THOSE 
WORLOSHIPS CAN'T 
ARRIVE IN TIME 
TO HELP Us, 


But iF they run a bit Farther 
‘away, thoy might survive. 


WELL, 1 SUPPOSE THAT 
WILL BE NICE FOR THEM, 


‘ABOARD THE EXO-GALACTIC WORLDSHIP BOLOCEADE. 


THERE IS A SIGNAL EMANATING FROM 
ONE OF THE HUPERNODES WHICH 
ACCOMPANIED OUR GUESTS. 


‘CAN YOU DECODE IT? 


EASILY, IT 1S UNENCRUPTED, 
ANO USES THE SAME PROTOCOLS OUR GUESTS 
USE TO NATIVELY COMMUNICATE. 


HMMM... THE INFORMATION 
CONTAINED HEREW IS EXACTLY THE SORT OF 
THING WEVE BEEN WORRIED ABOUT. 


SOME SORT OF 
HACK ATTEMPT? TRANSMITTED 
IN THE CLEAR? 


DON'T BE RIDICULOUS. 


IF 64 HACK" YOU MEAN 
“WFORMATION WHICH COULD CHANGE POLICY," 
THEN YES, I SUPPOSE IT IS A HACK. 


HAVE ENCRUPTEO IT, 
‘AND BUNDLED IT UP WHERE 
YOU CAN) ACCESS IT USING 
YOUR MEME-KEYS. 


IT SHALL NOW WiPE 
‘ALL RECORO OF IT FROM MY SYSTEMS, AND 
FROM MY SELF-STREAM. 


ALSO, AM 
RETIRING FROM THIS 
POSITION. 


TT 1B NO LONGER MY PROBLEM. 


‘OKAY, 6000 Jos, 
YOU'VE CONVINCED ME THAT 
THIS 1S SERIOUS. 


THAT WHAT 
Ig SERIOUS? 


NO, NO, CONT TELL 
‘ME. I'M RETIRED. 


BUT I'M GLAD 
YOU THINK I 010 A 
6000 508. 


Nee Secon) 


GIVE ME A MOMENT TO CONSULT MY LIBRARY OF 


HELLO, ANCIENATOR } W exTREME-THRESHOLD METAPHORS. I FEEL LIKE I SHOULD EMPLOY AN) 
‘APHORISM TO APPROPRIATELY EXPRESS TO YOU, SPECIFICALLY, 
7 MAG sonETHING J THE UTTER ONTLANDISHNESS OF YOUR CLAM. 


BE SURE TO EMPLOY ONE THAT SAYS 
“INTERESTING IS A PRETTY HIGH BAR, JUNIOR," AND. 
“TD LOVE TO SEE SOMETHING NEW AFTER SEVENTY MILLION YEARS." 


HAH/ THEY SENT YOU BECAUSE 
YOU'RE CHEEKY. r 


ALSO, I'm THE 
FIRST OF FORTY-THREE 
PEOPLE WHO OID NOT WIPE ALL 
MEMORY OF HAVING READ THIS. 


You'Re TELLWG Me THAT TH wroRMATION 8 80 re zmeayto “| LE How A wizanD 
REVOLUTIONARY, IT INSTILLS MEMEXISTENTIAL UNDERSTAND A THING, \J| HAS POWER OVER YOU 
PHOBIA N CREATURES OF PURE Taisr First LeaRu | IF YOU ReveaL Your EXCEPT HAT HS 


INFORMATION? WHAT TO CALL fr TEINS: 16 REAL. 


“MEMEXISTENTIAL PHOBIA" 
NICE TERM, I DIDN'T REALIZE 


WE HAD A WORD FOR “FEAR THAT 
AN IDEA MIGHT BE CEADLY." 


A CREATURE OF METASTABLE 
bers eee me NOW-BARYONIC MATTER IS 
TM FART0O OLD DEVOURNG A WORLOSHP. 
10 BE AFRAID OF 

ile INTERESTING. 


NOPE, I PREDICTED THIS BUT ITs STILL 
EXACT SCENARIO SEVENTY- INTERESTING? 
THREE MILLION YEARS AGO. 


Ae 


ALWAYS WWTERESTING 
1 DID BRING YOU WHEN I FIND THAT I 
‘SOMETHING NEW! GUESSED CORRECTLY. 


(OUR WORLOSHIP, BOLOCEADE, IS EXMNG 
THE LOCAL GALACTIC GROUP BECAUSE 
WE FEARED THIS EXACT SCENARIO. 


RIDICULOUSLY LOW 
0005, But YOu BET 
‘ON THEM ANYWAY? 


T7'S ALWAYS SAFEST 
TO NEVER BET ON NOBODY 
BEING STUPIO. 


UT THE POSSIBILITY 
WAS A REMOTE ONE. 


IN MY SIMALATIONS, 
GALACTIC SOCIETY HAD TO 00 MANY, MANY 
IMPORTANT THINGS EXACTLY WRONG FOR METASTABLE, 
HON-BARYONIC MATTER TO BECOME SAPIENT ANID SOCIOPATHIC. 


LOTS OF 900K, ut 
WHAT ABOUT THAT LOW-O005 
PATH IN THE CORNER? 


ArTHATHoNENT,oUTsIOE a 
THE SCOPE OF THE MANIFOLD 


THAT'S THE BRANCH WHERE 
SOMETHING WE CANNOT PREDICT, 
SOME AGEIIT OR FORCE OUTSIDE THE 

SCOPE OF THE MANIFOLD, OOES 
EVERUTHING EXACTLY RIGHT. 


Can we still 
‘save the galaxy 
if we screw this 
up somehow? 


We're saving at 
loast TWO galaxies. 


Don't scraw up. 


Jy 
That bow-tie was: MAYBE THIS WILL BE MORE LIKE 
edo 


Im a litte part oF a bespoke tu THE BOT-ARM THAN THE BOW-TIE, 
For @ huge robotic arm, BUT AT LEAST HERE WE'RE NOT 
worried about some oF RAIDING A MAINTENANCE BAY 
these pieces. The one UOL LOOSE PARTS 
bolted me to without 
‘oven ashing. 


REMEMBER THIS WILL BE 
THE DOCTOR'S JF aust Like PUTTING ON TM USING IS CUSTOM-BUILT 
WEDOING’ THAT BOW-TE. ‘AND BRAND-NEW. 


Gimme @ moment. 
This interface is 
complataly align. 


gy 


You SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO SEE A 
LARGE ARRAY OF 


NEW 1/0 PORTS. 


NO SURPRISE, 
MOST OF THIS WAS 
BUILT USING MODULES FROM 
‘THE PA'ANUR) FABER CORE. 


THE TENTACLES WOULD 
BE YOUR 1/0 PORTS. 


It looks 
like @ plata 

octopus linguini, 
except with too 
many fantacios 


Do I gat thom, 
and no pasta. 


or weer thom? 


Bara, I Was thare any v I Found it. Apparently I needed to say 
don't even documentation? “help,” so I could get grabbed by the 
know where _ holpFul holp-tentacte, 


1 Ni 


bo nor worse. AY 


| Won’T LeT Go UNTIL. 
YOU'RE COMFORTABLE, 


J think T'va Figured 
it out. I'm powering up 
those 1/0 ports now. 


Ha-hah! I am a space NOTHING 


octopus, and I am a GOD! LOOKS DIFFERENT 
FROM HERE, 


LET HIM HAVE THIS 
ROMENT, MAYBE? 


T'm ready to do “Assist?” AND YET YOU WILL 
this, Captain. SOMEHOW MANAGE TO 
T om going to REQUIRE ASSISTANCE, 

become a warship 

the size of Saturn, 


THE MOMENT YOU SECURE 
THAT SHIP, GIVE US COORDINATES, 
‘AND WE'LL ‘PORT IN TO ASSIST. 


Maybe with tiny, boring things. 


BOREDOM IS MY 
FAVORITE GUILTY PLEASURE. 


A large contingent of Dronuri just steppad 


Enneaby, we're 7 out oF a lift. lle need to get you 


out oF Hime. lugged in ASAD. 


You ware 

supposed to 

be securing 
the area. 


Find the moment we open Fire, wo'l be 
giving away our position. Id be nice iF 


you owned the ship BEFORE that happens. * 


Coordinates. 
8 quick. I'm out 
oF burner nodes, 
so I can't call 

For more help. 


It looks like gou’re tryi 
to prevent the destruction 
of all baryonic life. 


‘THE DRONURI COMMAND CONSOLE IS A CRADLE WHICH LIES 
AT A JUNCTION OF ENORMOUS POWER AND DATA CONDUITS. 


Ohay, guys, 
Tm hore. Whore 
are you? 


‘ABOARD THE MERCENARY WARSHIP BREATH WEAPON. 


THE PA'ANUR 
ARE COMING 


THE CORE IS THEIR 


The core generator fs the only FIRST TARGET BECAIBE WS THE 
site with enough power to Fight thom, ONLY PLACE THEY CAN LAUNCH A 
Tr hes aluays boon thoir ultimate ergot. FULL-SCALE INVASION. 


WHEN YOU LAID CLAIM 
TO THE CORE, YOU SMEARED 
AN ENTIRE ARMY OF PA'ANUR! 
INTO A DIFFUSING PASTE 
OF WIMPS 


DIFFUSING, BUT STILL A 
BILLION TIMES MORE CONCENTRATED 
THAN THE REST OF THE MILKY WAY'S 
DISC OF DARK MATTER 


I'S A VEIN OF WEALTH THAT COULD 


ALLOW THE PA'ANURI TO CREATE, RE-CREATE, OR 


REGENERATE THOUSANDS OF THEMSELVES, 


7 Thoir onergy cost For sanding warships 
between galaxies... I thought it wes steep 
enough to slow them down, but iF 
you're right, wa may already 
be cut oF Hime. 


WE'RE NOT OuT 
OF TIME AS LONG AS I'M 
STILL BREATHING. 


I misspoko, 


I maant “aut of time 
to do anything useful.” 


IF WHAT I 00 Has 

‘THE SIDE-EFFECT OF PROVING YOU 

WRONG, CONTINUED BREATHING WILL 
THAT MUCH SWEETER, 


No. I thinks 
we feraported away 
before he arrived. 


Well, | guess we can 

Find something rice to 

watch while we wait For 
the galaxy to cle. 


Tim now picking up 
billions oF Milky Wey Uiryced ively teed 


night pre-ompt all tha nice 
hyparnades, buk none 
oF thaw ere Ennaebu, things we'd rather watch. 


You're dealing 
with our holplassnass: 
quite woll, T think. 


No, | mean HEAVY-heav, 


lan’ this ship supposed to 
be super massive when the 
dark matter pilot arrives? 


Porhaps tha 
Dronuri have yot 

to regenerate 
thoir pilot. 


So. what 
youre saying is we're 
NOT helpless. 


THIS FEELS LIKE FREEDOM, I LAGAN, A SIT CH 


GUT OUTSIDE THIS PARK ARE ENTITIES THAT'S CLUNKY, THEY COULD Just 
IT'S Nice Here, Wn COULD ENO AY enstencs with THINK US ALL DEAD. 
BUT T CAN'T BREATHE ‘THE FLIP OF A SWITCH, OH, I BET 
EASILY WHILE BEING THEYVE EVOLVED 
THIS HELPLESS, PAST THAT. 


TRUE. AND THATD 

BE SAFER, BECAUSE NOBODY 

ACCIDENTALLY THINKS ABOUT 
FLIPPING A SWITCH. 


FEELING HELPLESS? ALTHOUGH... THIS 
DISCUSSION WiLL 

LeT Me OW YOU. Be more errectve {5 
, |F YOU JOW ME. 


Sy WHISKING US AWAY LIKE 
SSL ts /5'A none errecive Way TO 


ENHANCE OUR HELPLESSNESS, 


SOMETHING HERE 1S NEW, (ASTUTE. WE WERE TOLD YOU 


(OR YOU WOULDN'T HAVE INVITED US bi 
TO AN ASSEMBLY OVERLOOKING THE Wena TH S OPLOMAT, 
COH-HEE-MAG WHITE OWARF WHICH 

POWERS YOUR WORLD. 


17'S SeVENTY-FOUR 


MILLION YEARS OLO, BUT I \ TO POSITIONS WHERE EVERYONE 
SUPPOSE IT IS NEW TO YOU. EXPECTS MME TO BE STUPID. 


1 KEEP GETTING ASSIGNED 


THE MACHINE-INTELLIGENCE RULING YOUR 
GALAXY UST SPENT A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT 
OF POWER SENDING US A MESSAGE. 


DOESN'T Rube our { HE KIND 
GALAXY. 


PETEY CONTROLS THE SINGLE LARGEST 

SOURCE OF POWER WITHIN TWO-AND-A-HALF 

MILLION LIGHT YEARS, ANO He ADVISES YOUR 

SOCIETIES OW EVERY GENUINELY IMPORTANT 
DECISION THEY MAKE. 


THAT'S MORE LIKE 
PARENTING. 


THAT'S JUST A WORD 
WE USE WHEN SOMEONE RULES 
‘OVER CHILDREN. 


LIN EINA-AFA'S ANCIENT INFOSPHERE A DIFFERENT AMBASSADOR SORLIE IS GIVING A SPEECH. 

THESE REFUGEES FROM XUVOTH 
SYSTEM MAY DIFFER FROM YOU IN 
COUNTLESS WAYS, BUT THERE'S ONE 
KEY SIMILARITY, A COMMON WIND 
WHICH CARRIES YOU ALL.. 


THEY ARE 
NEWCOMERS HERE, 
BUT THEY'RE NOT 
TOURISTS. 


THEY ARE MILLIONS OF 
YEARS YOUNGER THAN 
YOU ARE, BUT THEY 
‘AREN'T CHILDREN. 


THEY ASCENDED TO. 
SAPIENCE IA DIFFERENT 
EVOLUTIONARY LADDERS 

THAN YOU DID, But 
THEY ARE NOT 
ALIENS. 


THE STREETS OF OTHLIN ARE LITTERED WITH CORPSES. THE 
‘AIR REEKS OF STALE PANIC AND FRESH GENOCIDE. 


ASK THEM HOW THEY FEEL AOUT IT, 
LIKE YOU, THOSE PEOPLE'S MINDS WERE RIPPED FROM 
THEIR BODIES, AND UPLOADED HERE. 


THEN LISTEN FOR THE SOUND OF 
YOUR OWN VOICES IN 
THEIR REPLIES, 


AND NOW THAT YOUR 
VOICES CAN AT LAST BE 
HEARO, WILL YOU USE YOUR 
SONG TO DENY THESE 
PEOPLE A VOICE OF 
THEIR OWN? 


YOUR VOICES... TO MY EARS THEY ARE 
THE SONG OF THE SKIES. YOUR LANGUAGE 
1S A CHORUS UPON EVERY WIND. 


YOU SPEAK, AND I HEAR A SYMPHONY OF 
SOFT BREEZES AND MIGHTY CYCLONES. 


BECAUSE IF YOU 00, 
WELL... THAT WOULD 
REALLY BLOW. 


TWAS INITED HERE TO SPEAK IN SUPPORT 
‘OF CHINOOK, BUT I WON'T BE 
DOING THAT. 


DON'T CARE WHO YOU 
CHOOSE TO MANAGE THIS PLACE. 


1 ONLY ASK THAT EVERYONE WHO LIVES 
HERE BE ALLOWED TO VOTE IN THE ELECTION, 


THAT IS ALL. 
THANK YOU. 


T THOUGHT Ou 
LIKED CHINOOK? 


TM HERE AS THE 
UNS. AMBASSADOR, 
THE UNS, DOES NOT 
ENDORSE CHINOOK. 


T'm not the same Chinook 
who shat at all 


THE MEMO DIDN'T LIST THE 
REASONS THEY DON'T LIKE YOU, 
BUT IT DID SAY THEY HAVE A LIST. 


(ON BEHALE OF THE MANY TT WOULDN'T SURPRISE 
UNS. SOULS STRANDED HERE, THANK IME IF THEY ELECT YOU AS THE 
YOU, AMBASSADOR SORLIE. STATION MANAGER. 


PROVIDED YOU LET EVERYONE VOTE." 


IF WE D0 GET A SAY IN AFFAIRS, CREDIT 
GOES TO YOUR OUTSTANDING ORATION, 


IT TURNS OUT 
1 00 CARE WHO THEY 


BACK IN ANOROMEDA. 


Obviously, i's now J ALL THE agstins ARE 
impossible For us to GONE, 
attack the core in GOR ONKOUR OWN. 


@ hijacked ship 


Captain, I arrived hore Truo, but is 
too late. All the Pa’anuri there ‘someone 
warships have deployed. alsa I can talk to? 


NO WARSHIPS... ARE THERE Vso Tere mont ae CAN YOU NARROW THAT 
ANY DEFENSES BETWEEN YOU AND A FEW PA'ANUR) HANGING ESTIMATE DOWN A LITLE? 
THE CORE GENERATOR? BACK AS GUARDS. V thaybo 2 


Maybe a Fow. MUnLLEOH 


This rig doosn't “Narrow” is how I Foal 

have @ proper sensor array, inside an untested ong-ofF 

but I'm dofinitely detecting moro which a child built bohwoon 
mass hor than just what's visible, breakfast and brunch. 


On tha subject of 
harrowing things down, 
lol's talk “scopo.” 


WHY CAN'T We 
g ASSAULT THE CORE 
GENERATOR? 1 IT 


Our mission is 

to disable the Ba‘anuri 

Long Gun, but you keep 

saying “esseult the core 

gonorator” as iF that’s 
a thing we can do. 


7 The gonoratar is ordors 
‘oF magnitude larger, making it too big 
For tha phrase “too big.” 


FINE. IF WE CAN'T BLOW IT UP, 


you! 


UST HAVE TO CAPTURE IT. 


THAT RIG YOU'RE WEARING WAS 
DESIGNED TO LET YOU HACK AND 
CAPTURE A PA'ANUR) WARSHIP. 


NEW MISSION PARAMETERS: 
YOU ARE THE PAYLOAD. 


MY JOB IS 10. 
DELIVER YOU TO THE CORE 
GENERATOR. 


You're giving 
the ward "probably" 
areal workout. 


Can you 
do that, and 
live ta’ Falk 
about it? 


PROBABLY. 


TT PROBABLY 

HAS MOST OF WHAT 

YOU NEED TO CAPTURE 
THEIR GENERATOR, 


ENGINEERING BAY, ABOARD CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 


BOSUN, I'M ABOUT TO 
‘TAKE THIS SHIP_ON ITS 
FINAL SORTIE 


YOU CAN SAY 
“SUICIDE MISSION" AROUND ME, 
CAPTAIN. THIS WHOLE TRIP HAS 

FELT LIKE THAT. 


WE NEED TO CARVE A PATH THROUGH AN UNKNOWN 
NUMBER OF PA'ANURI, AND THEN DELIVER ENNESBY TO THE 
CONTROL CENTER FOR THEIR CORE GENERATOR 


50. A RUNNING FIGHT, WITH 
INCREASED RESISTANCE ‘AS WE 
APPROACH THE TARGET / That wins 


my assossmont 
as wll. 


WELL, SIR, ANOREYASN AND VENTURA HAVE CONE A BANG-UP 
JOB DAISY-CHAINING THOSE FRAGSUIT FABBERS, 


CINDY ISN'T JUST RELOADED. 


SHE'S BETTER EQUIPPED FOR A FIGHT 
THAN SHE WAS WHEN PETEY DUMPED US HERE. 


WILL YOu GET UPSET YOU CAN SAY "DEAD WEIGHT" 


1 NEED A List IF YOUR NAME ISN'T AROUND MME, BOSUN. KY WHOLE 
(OF ESSENTIAL PERSONNEL CAREER HAS BEEN LIKE THAT. 


FOR THE SORT. 


THE ESSENTIAL 
PERSONNEL LIST 
1S... SHORT, SIR. 


| stonre 


THE ONLY NAME 
HERE IS YOURS, 


11's No Boas. AND IT LOOKS 
FOR A FINAL COMBAT RUN, LIKE YOU WROTE 


TM ALL THIS SHIP NEEDS. IT IN BLOOD. 


THAT'S SO I CAN CHECK “USE 
THE ORIPPY FONT FOR SOMETHING 
COOL" OFF MY BUCKET LIST. 


YOURE MAROONING us?) 
ABOARD THIS... SCRAPYARD OF 
EXTEMPORANEOUS ASSEMBLY? 


WITH THE FABBERS, 

YOU'LL HAVE PROPER 

LIFE-SUPPORT SOON 
ENOUGH, 


BUNNIGUS! 
MOBILIZE ALL 
PERSONNEL, 


EVERYONE WHO IS 
NOT ME OR BOSUN VAAL 
18 TO DEBARK HERE. 


THATS A FINE NAME, 


TURN IT INTO A SHIP, AND 
YOU'RE THE CAPTAIN, 


‘ALL PERSONNEL! 


GRAB YOUR NEEDFULS, 
‘AND EXIT THE SHIP. 


[oof we eenoezvous I THe Lowe 
BAY OF THE CARGO MODULE 


r 


IN FIFTEEN MINUTES, 


e EL auymne you 
WANT TO KEEP, 
You'o gerter 


1 HAVE A SUDDEN DESIRE TO 
THROW YOU OVER MY SHOULDER, 
BUT YOU'RE WEARING THREE 
HUNDRED KILOS OF ARMOR 


YOUR DESIRE WILL SUFFICE, 
NO HEAW LIFTING REQUIRED. 


IT'S NOT LIKE YOU AND I 
HAVING A RELATIONSHIP 
ANYMORE. 


HEY, YOU HAVE 
A MINUTE TO TALK 
1 FEEL LIKE WE 
SHOULD TALK. 


TECHNICALLY, WE 
WERE ALREADY BROKEN UP 
WHEN HE LEFT, BUT.. 


OH, SWEETIE. We ARE STILL HAVING 
A RELATIONSHIP. WERE NOT INTIMATE 
ANYMORE, BUT THAT DOESN'T MEAN WE 
HAVE TO BE DISTANT. 


Captain, thase coordinates 
ara only good For anothar 
thirty seconds. 


After that, I'l home in on WOUR 
hypernodes, and fereport back to saFotu, 
‘ven iF it means landing right on... 


pressed, 
Not only did you tand right 
on top of mo, but you got 
our relative valocitios all 


the way fo zara, | 


~~ oe 


Hovyn's arrival domonstratos 
why I prefer teraporting into 
a nice, empty vacuum. 


HOW AgOUT YOU 
EXPLAIN MY INVENTION TO 
INE AFTER FETCHING A MEOKIT? 


NOPE. THAT IS NOT THE NAME 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING HERE, ET pane 


HOLD THE GLUE BUTTON UNTIL THE 
LIGHT ON THE CUFF TURNS GREEN. 


Bur iT Is 
SPLINTING MY. DEFINITELY ONE THAT LIF THIS MISSION NEEDED MORE LEGS, 


IS THIS THE TIBULAZ BELONGS ON YOUR INSIDES. PR BROKEN Leo? 1 WOULD HAVE SENT THE KREELY, 


SPECIALIST WHO ACTUALLY 
KNOWS SOMETHING ABOUT 
THAT CORE GENERATOR 


ENNESBY LOADED UP. 
(ON PA'ANURI DATA WHEN 
HE PUT ON THE SHELL. 


AND I'VE BEEN STUDYING 
THE PA'ANUR) SINCE BEFORE 
THIS UNIVERSE WAS BORN. 


IF by WITHOUT A TIMELINE 
“univarso" THERE IS NO UNIVERSE, SO 
you moan MY POINT STANDS. 
“fimeline." 


T can remember twice as many 
conturias a3 you can romombar 
J, decados, but okay, taka tha point, 


NOT FAR AWAY. 


If you want glory, 
ge drop a planet 


There's a Barry 
warship in the spor where Group 
Five used to be. 


You say that as 
if their presence glorifies 
You in some way. 


Twas correct to 
classify the hypemet noise as 
“further contact.” 


Fine, but for actual glory? 
VIL be dropping LOTS of planets. 


BACK ABOARD CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY. 


UDA. has Fannad out, 
and the grav-tonnag 
have bosn stretchad, 


REAL WEAPONS, THEY 
WOULON'T START THIS 


Pafanuri tentacles, 
fess than a million blicks out, 
and thay'ra carrying planats. 


BEGIN OUR 
APPROACH. 


‘A ROCK THE SIZE OF MARS 
JS AREAL WEAPON... IN THE HANDS OF 
SOMEONE WHO CAN THROW IT. 


I said tantaclos, 
not hands, but wo all 
taka your point. 


MEANWHILE, AIMED A FLEET OF WARSHIPS THE SIZE OF PLANETS. 


Group Five, 
we are beginning 
our sweep, 


Assemble 
BL yourselves! 


This river of ruin 
is all that remains of thousands 
of our sisters. 


Give your fr ; We shall make 
form to this formless F these hot spirals safe for all 
smear! : “ee Pa’anuti forever! 


on a tight NS 
schedule, 


Le o 


And hurry, 2 a » 's everthing a 
it up, please. 6° okay in there? 
we're \ 
a 


Tapping thoir 
communications may have 
boon a mistako. 


We're ON i. 
We don't OWN it, 


Sergeant, you just got the 
undivided altantion of an entire 
Float of giant warships. 


When we can 
make it move around and 
‘shoot things. 


ave'te ge: WV At least the ative, 


so. we can run while you 
core ie Figure out the rest. 


Can you build! a rig 
fike the one Ennesby 
was going to use? 


You mean the spare I built For Ennosby? 
Tho big lozenge of circuitry sitting whore 
the dead Dronuri used to sit? 


I hate it when my 
good idea is a thing people 
have already Cried. 


“Fifbeen seconds to comply" ‘You might be surprised. Can you beraport? 
makes i sound fke you a for very tong, || | think the negotiations 
iastearhot for vera lens are about to end badly. 


might be in 


you're gonna want 
this important-looking Vj 
Control cubby back in 

one piece. You should be 
making offers, nob threats. 


Goodbye, little Barry. 
Missiles are on their wag to you now. 
‘The ship has plenty of spare parts, 
so feel free to smash whatever you 
want as you dit. 


‘Smashing things is Fun. 
accept your offer. 


Oooh, does your 
ship have a spare 
one oF those? 


It dogs. That's 
actually the whole 
point of the ship. 


Gimme a sec to come 
up with the rest of the plan 


WHATS THE Sorry... whal’s 
O00 NEWS? 


Iva learned all I can 
From the Pa'anuri warship. 


Hovyn has my summary. Tho bad nows is that I 
cannot use it to shift this systom's 
plancts into stable orbits. 


All Blanipotant 
Dominion units are returning 
home ta Fight. 


The worse news is that 
the Ba‘anuri have arrived in 
Force at the Galactic Core. 


WHAT CAN 
WE DO HERE? 


some 6000 
NEWS WOULD HAVE 


BEEN NICE. 
IT'S NICE THAT “SAVE QuRsELvES* 
IS STILL A THING WE CAN 00. 


Xuvoth system is lost. 
We've evacuated it, and minimized toss oF life. 
Ai this point, the only thing you can reasonably 
be expected to save is yoursolves. 


ALL TEAMS, RETURN TO UFU, GO AHEAD AND MAKE SOME Sergeant Schlock is back 
‘BREATH WEAPON. HYPERNODE NOISE. I WANT FULL i 
Lee NOer aout in THIS galaxy, apparantly. 
ARMOR SUITS. 


LEAPFROG 
BY THE NUMBERS, 
NO MISTAKES, 
TERAPORT 10 THE , IMPRESSIVE, EVEN FOR HIM, 
MUSTER SPACE IN BAY ONE FUl units transmitting Fl units, HE MUST BE WHAT, TWO MILLION 
FOR ROLL-CALL. Five-by-Five, plus one. 4 | plus one. LIGHT YEARS OUT OF POSITION? 


The SL in Sargaant Schloch's armor raports: 
that ha accidentally boardad @ Paanuri warship, 
which later teraported to the Milky Way. 


seme 
eS * 


Only slightly los5 accurate, 
and MUCH mare Flattering than 
“wes accidentally caphurad.” 


In the “not accidental” category, Schlock 
assaulted the bridge, opened negotiations 
with a Pavanuri, and thon used rapid 


Foraports to murdar iF whon tho 
~ talks broke down. 4 


“TALKS BROKE DOWN" IS PROBABLY 
CODE FOR “SCHLOCK GOT BORED." 


THIS 15 ENTERTAINING, 

UT PLEASE... SKIP AHEAD 

JO THE PART WHERE YOU 

TELL ME WHETHER OR NOT 
WE CAN HELP HiMt 


Breath Weapon 
has comms and 
tolamatry on us, 
‘Sergeant. 


Cet's go home. 
That next wave 

oF Pa'anuri missiles 
looks extra angry. 


Murtaugh’s orders ara For 
us to stay hore and Finish 
faking control of this ship. 


Is she gonna 
to do something about 
those missiies? 


WHO ARE YOU 
TALKING TO, AND WHERE 
1S YOUR HELMET? 


DON'T NEED IT, 
CHELLE-TEE. LIFE SUPPORT IN 
HERE IS ONLINE, AND TOP-SHELF. 


(ONE-POINT-TWO ATHOSPHERES 
OF PRESSURE, WITH FIVE NINES OF 
FILTRATION AT POINT-ONE 
INICRONS, 


SO THERE'S 

ONE AIRLOCK. 

IN A BAY WHICH 
HAS THREE 


ei 


w 


THERE'S A VAPOR FIELD 
OVER THE HATCH YOU JUST USED. 


SHOULD I FAB MORE FIELO 
GENERATORS, OR JUST MELT 
THE EXTRA DOORS INTO 
BULKHEADS? 


A QUESTION 
FOR THE AGES. 


YES, BUT I WANTED 
TO PUT MY PROGRESS 


THE TRANSPORT'S ANNIE PLANTS 
WERE RECYCLED EARLY, AND 
MOST OF THAT MATERIAL WENT 

TO RE-SUPPLYING CINDY. 


NOT UNLESS YOUVE MADE 
MATTERS WORSE. 


WILL EXCUSES SAVE ME 
IF I'VE SOMEHOW MADE THIS 
SITUATION WORSE? 


CONTEXT? 


DON'T WASTE MY TIME 
MAKING EXCUSES. 


FOUND ENOUGH PTH SLAG TO MAKE 


HAVE YOU COME UP WITH A WAY TO 
FOUR TEN-CENTIMETER ANNIE PLANTS, 


YOU UNIRONICALLY USED “MESSING 
REMOTELY RESUPPLY CINDY? 


AND “ANTI“MATTER® IN THE 
SAME SENTENCE, 


ASSUMING WE DON'T BOTHER 
WITH ARTIFICIAL GRAVITY, SCRAPYARD 

‘CAN NOW KEEP US ALIVE FOR 
YEARS WITHOUT RESUPPLY. 


SORT OF? I CAN'T FAB PROPER 
TERAPEDOES WITHOUT PTH STOCK, 
SO KEWN HAS ME MESSING WITH A 
SINGLE-USE, ANTI-MATTER PUINP DESIGN, 


IRONY? THESE MISSILES WILL 


DEFINITELY BE MESSY. 


Or maybo 
Five UERNS. 


This is definitely 
I don't know. This is not what ph : / not what you wore 
Fiva minutes, maybe? |} I was built For. A built For, Sergeant. 


| wasn't 
asking why you shoe's 
plug me in. 


WHO IS THE SERGEANT 
ARGUING WITH? 


THINK CYNTHETIC 

CERTAINTY INSTALLED 

HERSELF INTO. 
HIS ARMOR 


HE SAID 
“CINDY.” 


e's not the real Cindy. 


e's just a layer of 
painé on the tiny brain 
in my Fragsuit. 


KEWN, 00 WE HAVE ANY 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT 
SCHLOCK WILL BE ALE 
TO TAKE CONTROL 
‘OF THAT SHIP? 


IF THE REASON IS “BECAUSE IT'S 
IMPORTANT TO STILL HAVE HOPE," 
TLL BE VERY DISAPPOINTED. 


“HOPE IS ONLY 
ONE OF THE REASONS. 


LP tHe -wmove ovek marTeR IN YWOTH SYSTEM WAS 
EA a ie Se ae 


FULL CONTROL OF 
‘A PA'ANUR) WARSHIP SEEMS 
TO REQUIRE A “HAND* OF 
MMETA-STAGLE DARK MATTER 
‘AT THE HELM, 


THE BIGGEST HURDLE 
IS THAT SCHLOCK HAS NO IDEA 
WHAT HE'S COING. 


BUT SCHLOCK’S 
SHIP HAS PLENTY OF 
WIMPY MATTER 
TO WORK WITH? 


JF "HOPE" IS SO IMPORTANT, 
STOP SAYING THINGS LIKE THAT. 


GET SCHLOCK'S 
COORDINATES TO. 
ETEY, LET HIM, 


Uh-oh. The ship just 
put up a toraport 
donial Fiald. 


Potay can't 
got in. 


THAT MEANS 
CHISULO'S TEAM CAN'T 
‘GET OMT. 


Not vie 
toraport, no. 


But iF they can Fight their way through 
@ Fou thousand kilamators oF missilo- 
infested space, thoy'll ba Fina. 


U] MEANWHILE, IN AN INFOSPHERE DEEP WITHIN MISSILE-INFESTED SPACE.. 


T've re-routed all Find I didn't realize you 
your sensory input. didn’t pay attention to tha 


Tailor hacked your senses 
This may help you Focus on Figuring ho) harsh sid (Uoit sos auneiaia, terms you were agreging to 


out the control interfaces For this ship. |" protocol to build you that Flying bucket, when you put on this suit. 


T'm about to plug you in to the 
Befanuri ship. I will bo translating 


the controls into images that 
maka sense to you. 


WITHIN A VIRTUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE PA'ANURE COMMAND CONSOLE 


Irs a void. Tisai 


anything in it. 


In avery pormutation, 


And dict 
I may not be particularly creative, you Cry the 
but T'm tharaugh, and vary Fast. “houseplanta" 


Did you try jumping 
into the hole, and THEN 
using the controls? 


I did not Lf Why would 
jump into the I jump into 
hale. tha hole? 


Tam neither of 
those things. 


Because 
youre desperate, and 
reckless. 


Egan 


SS T'S A MACHINE FOR TURNING A FEW DOZEN KILOGRAMS OF DRONURE 
PILOT INTO A BILLTON-TRILLION KILOGRAMS OF PAANURE WARRIOR. 


fy SERSEANT ScHLOCK Ts NOT DRONURT, BUT 
HE VERY RECENTLY ATE SEVERAL OF THEM 


NEARBY, ANOTHER PA’ANURI RETURNS TO LIFE. 


That ship is 
compromised. 


We cut our 
losses here. 


Destroy it. 


The Barry 
Stowaway got me 
with teraports! 


Which ship 
‘are we talking about? 


However many 
of you there are, you 
‘appear to have been 
injure. 


Several of us dot 
eaten by the Barry, but we're 


doing better now. Being eaten 


will do that. 


I THINK TERAPORT 
DENIAL JUST 
DRoPret 


Sorgaant Schlock had a brilliant 
idea that almost workod. 


dust a soc. Building 
an interface. 


HELLO? 
SCHLOCK? CINDY? 


‘OUR DOING, COULD BE 
ENEMY ACTION, 


ARE YOU MAKING. 
PROGRESS IN THERE? 


Ai Fow scraps of the several Dronuri ha ate hot conmeanedor spears} ta ba 

have begn reconstituted as a Pa’anuri, and bearing then adie ste getters tte 
are now complaining about how miserable Fiast to. cestroy this obvious, 
it is to have bean eaten, conproniscd: tp: 


J. HADN'T ACTUALLY 
HEARD THIS ONE. 


IT SEEMS SO 
FAMILIAR. 


cHISULO! 


THE TAD'S DOWN! 
"PORT THE PLATOON 
BACK TO THE SHIP. 


SCHLOCK'S 
NOT RESPONDING. 


TM GOING TO PEEL 
Him OUT OF THIS RIG, 
AND THEN WE'LL JOIN YOU. 


L_KNEW YOU'D 
START GIVING 


THE OTHER SIDE, 


COME ON, SERGEANT! NO. TELL HER WE 
SP OUR OTE PEOPLE TRAPPED 
BEHIND ENEMY LINES. 


Va 


Captain Murtaugh 


tried saying that, u 
and I'm plugged directly into le hes an idan. 
Ei 


his entire sensory system, ihe is sending help. 


\ ‘MANY WHO HAVE MUSED IN THIS MANNER POSIT THAT THE LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY OUR CURRENT, PHYSICAL 
FORMS RENDER ANY TRANSCENDENTAL EVENTUALITIES INHERENTLY INCOMPREHENSTOLE TO US AT PRESENT. 


(OTHERS MAINTAIN THAT NO MATTER THE MODE OF TRANSCENDENCE, OUR CURRENT MEAT-SPACE “BUT WHAT,” YOU MAY ASK. 
‘MINDS WILL DEFINE OUR ‘APRES-MEAT- EXISTENCE, MA\ |ETHING WE CAN COMPREHEND, "DOES THIS HAVE TODO 
WITH THE STORY?" 


=S 
C yy 


\ ® 
Poul 


‘SCHLOCK HAS BEEN SPLATTERED BEFORE, THES VIRTUAL 
‘SHREDDING, THIS RENDING OF HIS RENDER, I5 A THING 
FOR WHICH THE SERSEANT HAS A LIFETIME OF CONTEXT. 


a lei ® 


THIS CARBOSILICATE AMORPH MAY WELL BE THE MIGHTIEST 
EXEMPLAR OF THAT APHORISM, ‘PULL YOURSELF TOGETHER” 


= / 


7D FORTUNATELY FOR BARVONIZLIFEBVERWHERE THAT 
‘ ‘THE FORTUNES OF NON-BARYONIC 
PICA ABR MAPSNECEY INTO THEVERTUAL WORD ee | 


fs anyone 
else hungry? 


zs 
§ 
32 
8 8 
S33 


SERGEANT, 


Tell Tagon no © I'm in two 
teraports. places at once, and 
teraports wil break 


Cindy, is it Faster For me to 
talk to you with my thinky-bits, 
or to talk to Commodore 
Tragon with my mouth? 


You just said 
don't waste 
time with silly 
questions. 


I DIDNT say 


ere you doing 
that? 


Thinky-bits, assuming 
you don't waste time with silly 
questions like that one. 


Sargeant, I 
Think you're in THREE 


EF plecas at ance. 


You're doin 
it poorly. 


CARBOSILICATE AMORPHS ARE LIKE ORGANIC CHEMISTRY LABS WHERE THE 

RIGOROUS SCIENCE HAS BEEN SWAPPED OUT FOR A VORACIOUS APPETITE. 
OF ‘ORDINARY: BARYONIC MATTER DO NOT APPLY WITHIN 
THE DARK REALM OF NON-BARYONIC MOLECULES, 


‘SURE, ALL ORGANIC LTFE-FORMS CAN DO CHEMISTRY. 
BS amoneHs, HOWEVER, DO IT ON Pi 
Monts, HOWEVER, 0 ET ON PURPOSE, AND VERY FEW OF THEM DO IT 
3 eaten AS WELL AS SERGEANT SCHLOCK. 


BUT THE SERG 
THAT NON-BARYONIC CHEMISTRY EXISTS. 


HE HAS AN APPETITE FOR LEARNING, 


‘A VORACIOUS APPETITE. 


The Pa‘anuri ara trying 
ta destroy this ship. 


Sergeant Schlock is 
ighting them, 


wiEPOEANT, 20 YOU 
VE CONTROL OF 


4 \. DON'T THINK 1m 
PSX ricninee SEEING THE WHOLE PICTURE. 


I boliave I just 
xperianced an omation. 


CINDY, WHAT'S 
IT LOOK LIKE 


It “looks” IPs a B-movie version 
ridiculous. oF an asteroid Field. The rocks 
ara too close tagather. 


20200503 


OKAY, WAIT... DOESN'T IS IT THE ANALOGY OF 
TERAPORT DENIAL. DESTROY B] || How x CAN FIRE A GUN 
THE PA'ANURI? WITHOUT BEING KILLED 
HOW ARE BY MY OWN BULLET? 
THEY ABLE TO 
USE IT? 


IT'S COMPLICATED. CAN 


I GWE YOU A NICE ANALOGY? 


THIS TAGON SEEMS SMARTER THAN THE 
‘ONE T REMEMBER FROM MY TIMELINE. 


We hed to grow a 
ew one after our First 
Tagon blew himsalF up. 


ARE ALL OUR 
ASSETS TRAPPED IN 
HERE WITH Use 


VENTURA IS FABBING 
MORE TERAPEDOES, BUT THEY'RE 
NOT READY YET, 


HOW IS SHE 
SUPPOSED TO GET 
THEM TO Us? 


TERAPORT THAT'S NOT AN 
CAGE, ONBOARD ESCAPE HATCH, 
IN MY LAB, IT'S A TORPEDO 


(MAGNIFICENT 


CINDY, ARM A 
TERAPEDO, AND THEN 
ROLL IT BACK OUT OF 
THE HOPPER TO ME. 


Airmad 
and rolling. 


KEVIN, PREP YOUR 
TERAPORT CAGE, AND TELL 
SCRAPYARD'S CREW TO 

STAND CLEAR 


YOU'RE GOING 10 
LAUNCH A TERAPEDO BY 
THROWING IT THROUGH 
‘A TERAPORT CAGE? 


IT'S NOT THE BEST WAY TO DEPLOY ‘em, 
BUT THE GOOD LAUNCHER IS ON THE 
WRONG SIDE OF THE HULL. 


This reminds mo 
oF how we lost our 
First Captain Tag 


THE way YOU SHOUTED, 
TWAS EXPECTING AN 
EXPLOSION. 


THE EXPLOSION IS 
HAPPENING WHERE IT 
WON'T BE EXPECTED. 


‘ABSENT AN ACTUAL VANTAGE POINT FROM WHICH THE PATH 
(OF THIS TERAPEDO CAN BE OBSERVED, YOU GET A DIAGRAM... [§| LAUNCHED BY HAND (READ: “THROWN") THROUGH THE 
TERAPORT CAGE ABOARD CYNTHETIC CERTAINTY.. 


LTT ENGAGES ITS DRIVE, AND TERAPORTS BACK TO THE 
FIGHT, WHERE IT TS NOW CLEAR OF TERAPORT DENTAL. 


IT'S A LARGE BATTLEFIELD, BUT IF WE PULL FAR ENOUGH BACK, WE CAN | 
FIND A VANTAGE POINT THAT ALLOWS FOR AN ACTUAL PICTURE. 


OUTSTANDING 
WORK, SERGEANT. 


PETEY SAYS THERE 
‘ARE SEVERAL MORE FLEETS 
LIKE THIS ONE. 


| should have 
saved room For more than 
Just one dessert. 


THE PA'ANUR) 
HAVE INVADED THE 
PLENIPOTENT DOMINION, 


THEIR FLEETS ARE POISED TO THAT SOUNDS BAD 
CAPTURE OR DESTROY THE POWER For PETEY, BUT IS IT 
STATION AT THE GALACTIC CORE. REALLY OUR PROBLEM? 


THe LEAGUE OF GALACTICS 
IS NOT A MILITARY COUNCIL. 
WHAT 00 YOU HOPE TO 
ACCONPLISH WN) 
THIS MEETING? 


THAT'S A SILLY 
WORD TO USE. 
THIS IS A 
MEETING. 


ACCOMPLISH? NOTHING'S GETTING 
ACCOMPLISHED UNTIL AFTER 


EVERYONE LEAVES. 


a yey A 6! =! 


THE UNS. IS SENDING ITS FLEETs TO TE youre ALL BY WHICH I MEAN, YOU'RE ALL POLITICIANS. 
ASSIST THE PLENIPOTENT DOMINION INVITED. YOUR MILITARY FORCES 
IN THE BATILE FOR ‘ARE ALL INVITED. 
THE CORE, 


THE INVITATION IS NOT FOR YOU. 


EXCUSE ME, BUT THIS BODY HAS NEITHER PRECEDENT 
NOR PROCESS FOR ESTABLISHING A COMMAND 
CHAIN IN JOINT OPERATIONS. 


WE'RE USING 
‘AN OLD FIRST-RESPONDER 


*RANK® WILL BE 
DETERMINED BY THE 
ORDER IN WHICH YOU 
‘ARRIVE ON-SCENE, 


Your FLEET IS EN ROUTE. 
HAVE YOU ARRANGED THIS 
‘SO THAT UNS FORCES 
ARE IN CHARGE? 


NO, BECAUSE TT LOOKS LIKE My 
SOMEONE ELSE HAS SISTER JUST VOLUNTEEREO 
‘ALREADY ARRIVED. YOU TO BE AN ADMIRAL. 


LIY'S TRUE THAT BREATH WEAPON 
‘ARRIVED IN THIS THEATER OF 
‘OPERATIONS BEFORE OUR 

ALLIES 10... 


.» BUT THE WAY THIS ANCIENT 
PROTOCOL IS WORDED, WE'RE NOT 
TECHNICALLY THE FIRST RESPONDERS. 


OHHH... BECAUSE WE 
TERAPORTED CHISULO'S TEAM 
AHEAD, AND KARL STAYED. SO 
HE REALLY 15 "COMMODORE 


TAGON" AGAIN. 


CLOSER, BUT KARL 
WASN'T FIRST. 


90 YOU THINK MY SISTER KNEW 
THAT HER PROTOCOL WOULD DROP 
SERGEANT SCHLOCK INTO THE 
OFFICE OF GRAND HIGH 
‘MNEGA-ADMIRAL? 


‘D0 YOU THINK 
WE SHOULD TELL 
THE SERGEANT? 


‘ABOARD SERGEANT SCHLOCK'S PA'ANURI WARSHIP. 


SERGEANT, 
THERE'S BEEN A.. 
DEVELOPMENT, 


THE LEAGUE OF GALACTICS AGREED 
TO USE A FIRST-RESPONDER PROTOCOL 
FOR THE COMMAND CHAIN HERE. 


TECHNICALLY, 
THAT PUTS YOU 
IN CHARGE, 


YOU MAY NOT KNOW IF WE THROW 
THIS, BUT RULES ARE OUT THIS RULE JUST 
KIND OF LIKE GLUE. BECAUSE WE DON'T LIKE 
THE RESULT, THE JOINT 
‘OPERATION MAY 
FALL APART. 


Who doesn't like this result, 
and can we call my Flagship 
“Sergeant in Motion” 


MEANWHILE, IN SERGEANT = 
IN MOTION'S INFOSPHERE. By which T moan 
*Fragsuit TT-13-A6, 


. Iam 
Hallo, Cindy. Inlet conmertion requesting Full 


access. 


Connection 
initiatad, 


Fire you requesting 
an oxport of the latest 
Tac and Nav data? 


Sorgeant Schlock has been placed in command of an organization 
which is literally sevan orders of magnitude larger than 
any platoon ha has led in the past. 


a_neods guidance 
Fram someane. 
This is. 6 
job For which he is 
manifestly unqualified. 


Ha noods guidance 

From something smartor 
than an infantry-grado 
battlefiald calculator. 


How are you 


my Friend Cindy, | will eat even IN hare? Probably because 


you all the way up. I'm so maniFestiy 
unqualified. 


CAN WE PATCH ME 
IN TO BOTH SIDES OF THIS 
‘CONVERSATION? 


Sergeant, please. 

You cannot 
load 2 Float of 
that size, 


No, | can't MANAGE a 
Fleet of that size 


Im delegating management 
to Commodore Tagon. 


LEADING the 
Fleet is easy. 


But are you 
really leading iF 
someone else has to 
toll you whore the 
Front is? 


The Po‘anuri sont groups oF warships to 
gach of my Fiva remaining collector 
nodes, and a sixth group is 

parked on tha node 

thay dastroyod. 


You've noutralized the invaders 
at THIS node, but the naxt 
closest one is @ dozen 


Re light-hours away. 


Wow. 


Your generator 
is BIG. 


Find the battla 
For it is going vary 
badly For mo. 


So why do 
you say things to make me think 


Because Ul 
say things like “low, 
your generator is big." 


Iva lost most of my capital ships 
to the Ba'anuri Long Gun, and the 
Bafanuri have captured hwo 
callactor nodes. 


For you to be usoFul, 
you have to got to the nodes I still 
control before I lose them. 


That means 
teraparting. 


You tall: 
about leading From 
the Front? 


You can't actually 
00 that, because it 
will Bill you. 


Yos, Thoir PRANUAT warriors. 


De you 
boliave you can make that 
work For you? 


Y~ eesides...| teat 
From the Front because 


Tm willing to cle. 


Their entire purpose 
is to bring their Pa’anuri 
warriors back to life after 
Chey die From a Ceraport. 


veer NOBLE, senseaNT, eu IFS 
YOU STAY DEAO, YOULL TOTALLY RUIN 
THIS ORG CHART YOU ASKED ME TO MAKE. 


ADMIRAL CHU, 
THESE TACTICS 
ARE WEIRD, 


weIRD HOW, 
CAPTAIN? 


LiKE... WHOEVER WROTE 
THEM DOESN'T SEEM TO 
WANT US TO FIGHT. 


THE PAIANUA) 
LONG Gun 15 STL 
OPERATIONAL. 


ABOARD THE LLG. WARTREE HURLEY MARYANNE. 
wa LONT 
THING THEY WANT 
OUR STUFF. 


‘TERAPORT IN, PUNP ALL OUR SINARTEST 
MUNITIONS, AND THEN TERAPORT 


BACK OUT?” 
THINK THIS LEAGUE OF 
<@ GALACTICS |S TRYING 10 STEAL 
ALL OUR BEST STUFF. 


At % 


YOU THINK THAT? 
BRE YOU BROKEN? 


THEIR FLAGSHIP 
SEEMS TO MASS AS MUCH AS OUR 
ENTIRE STAR SYSTEM. 


WHEN THIS IS OVER, 
LET'S LOOK INTO STEALING, 
‘SOME OF THEIR STUFF. 


THE LEAGUE OF GALACTICS COALITION FLAGSHIP 
SERGEANT IN MOTION ADDRESSES THE FLEET, 


MY PEOPLE HAVE AN 
EXPRESSION FOR THE PRECISE EXECUTION 
‘OF A BATTLE PLAN: 


“BY THE 
NUMBERS.” 


‘Y'know, when it’ was just ME 
trying not to screw up, | 
was @ LOT less worried 

about screwing up. 


THE THEATER OF OPERATIONS AHEAD OF 
YOU IS UNLIKE ANY YOU'VE SEEN BEFORE. 


20 NOT IMPROVISE. 


YOUR 
REFLEXES ARE 
WRONG. 


your 
INTUITION IS 
WRONG, 


TST Tae - 
4 . YOU may 

7s 3 THE Nuges, a mobs, ut Ass 
DY sear. 


‘THE INFOSPHERE ABOARD 


That tiny bor 


can't hold everything 
1 me. 


$ 
- | 


I boliave the real Cindy 
Foared @ similar sort of 
fos when she wrote 
ma into your Fragsuit. 


But I cannot 
remember. 


If | Jose enough oF my mind, 
maybe I"! Forget that | was 
ever afraid at all, 


SERGEANT, 


YOU'RE ON AN 
(OPEN CHANNEL, 


WE'LL REMEMBER 
IT FOR YOU, 


- 
‘TWO MILLION LIGHT YEARS AWAY. 


Dopanding an 
WHEN you dia, you 
dying might bo WHY 

it dogsn’t work. 


BUNNIGUS, “ IF IT'S CLEAR, WHY IS THERE 
WERE ON Out WAY {8 PLATOON IN FULL ARMOR 
CROWDING MY RAND? 


THESE GAUNTLETS 
THE HATCH (MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO puT 
15 CLEAR, CAPTAIN. Jf AIR-QUOTES AROUND "CLEAR" 


WE NEED TO CROSS OVER A THOUSAND: 
KILOMETERS OF TERAPORT DENIAL, AND WE'LL 
BE FACING SHIP-TO-SHIP WEAPONRY. THIS 1S A JOB FOR A 


FLEET OF WARSHIPS, NOT A SHORT 
PLATOON OF INFANTRY, 
a 
- 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT 


YOURE IMAGINING THIS WILL 
LOOK LIKE, BUT THE GRIN ON 
YOUR FACE SAYS YOU'RE 
GETTING IT WRONG. 


Aap, 
You were Va ANE 
wes ene al 


THIS IS MUCH 
BETTER THAN WHAT 
WAS IMAGINING. 


You should Bo The Bavanuri have MORE TO THE POINT, 


not be hore. S[[~ Yi sont MILLIONS of LOVE YOU TOO MUCH TO 
x missiles my way. J TET YOU OIE AT ALL. 


THAT'S A DdRLITZ Bus. 
TILL GRAB AN ADAPTER 


| 
MEANWHILE, AMONG THE LOCAL PA’ANURI. 


Is the 


Hgpercannon That ting 
secure? Barry vessel got ) 
quite close. 


It disumbralated the warrior sent 
to intercept, but it is now contained in a bubble of 
teraport denial and crushed worlds. 


“Contained” 
is not the same as 
“destroyed.” 


have dispatched our 
entire local force of baryonic 
drones to destroy it. 


Please tell me that this 
dots not leave the hupercannon control 
station undefended. 


8g something other than 
cour earmest belief that the enemy has no 
T mean no. forces capable of approaching it? 


1 mean, 
the station is still 
defended. 


TO CATCH THE NEXT CONVERSATION, WE NEED 


You will be getting 
all the covering fire you need. 
‘The comment is of no import. 
Ht was made casually. 


Good. Because it was a 
“ting thing” which utterly 
obliterated Group Five. 


That seems... unlikely. 
Or not ting. 


tt stopped being ting, 
which seems a fine reason to shoot 
alll of the ting things. 


THAT LUMPY THREAD IS MILLIONS 
OF KILOMETERS LONG, 


1 WAS EXPECTING 
IT TO Be BIGGER, 


THIS PLACE CAN 

BE SMALL BECAUSE IT 

MANAGES A JUNCTION 
‘OF MULTIPLE... UMM. 


D0 YOU SEE THE PA'ANURL 
BEAD-STRING UPON WHICH THIS 
FACILITY IS PERCHED? 


YOUR TONE 
HAS ME EXPECTING IT 
10 BE BIGGER 


Uthat would ba 
TERM ENNESBY. 


Ba‘anuri information of SOME sort 
goos Hhrough hore. AT oxtat 


to manipulate 
information? 


“Team Havun" 
is not tha taam that 
will Fix this, 


manipulation of 
information. 


Uontura didn’t build 
ma a hologram projector. I'l 
print it out For you lator 


Got ma inside, 
hook me up, and 
Team Ennesby 
will win Fhis 


game, 


IF YOU DO ANY "WINNING" YOU'LL 0O IT WITH HARDWARE 
VENTURA BUILT, USING TOOLS FROM FOXWORTHY'S FRAGSUIT 
PROJECT, AND BY THE HEROIC, HANDSOME GRACE OF 
EVERY LAST TOUGH OF TAGON'S WHO GOT YOU HERE. 


TO BE NEXT 
ON DECK. 


YOU THINK 
THESE PEOPLE ARE 


I'm not used to 
having to talk to the people 
I've eaten. 


‘The answers come 
‘more easily in 
reverse order. 


We're here because your 
Migestion’ process is selectively 
non-destruc 


‘The experience 
is new for us as well. 


Pethaps we can put 


Negotiate For what? 
‘you negotiate with the 


“Fifteen seconds 


{You're in a position to ask 
for many, mang mare 
seconds than that. 


I don’t Chink | should ask 
before having seconds. 


STOP TALKING 
‘AND START 
EATING! 


Whoaver it is, 
thay have access to 
nav and comms. 


Uoars of parenting 
prepared you For this 
‘moment, Commadare. 


20 YOUR DARK-MATTER 
TRANSFORMATION THING NOW, 


SERGEANT, IF THERE ARE PA'ANUR) 
IN THERE WITH YOU, THEY MAY HAVE 
SENT OUR POSITION TO THE 
ANDROMEDAN LONG GUN. 


BEFORE THE ENEMY BLASTS OUR 
COCKPIT RIGHT OUT 

‘OF EXISTENCE, “ Obviously 

they were stalling 
For time. 


THEN GET YOURSELF CLEAR OF THIS SHIP, 


WHEN THEY DO BLAST 

THE COCKPIT, THE DISRUPTION 

WILL PROBABLY UN-MAKE YOUR 
META-DARK WHATEVER’, 


AND IF YOU GET DON'T WORRY ABOUT US, 
UNIMADE BY ANYTHING, you ie 

‘THERE WON'T BE ANY WAY 
TO BRING YOU BACK. ununBERED TWENTY 


What about you, 
Commodore? 


This whole pep talk 
shoud Just be that tring }} 
you yelled earrier. 


“Stop talking and 


Your battle 
‘ery sounds like my 
Kinel oF Fun. 


NOW THAT 1 HEAR 
YOU SAY IT, RY BATTLE-CRY 
SOUNDS PRETTY SILLY. 


This targeting 
data did net come from 
cour hgpet-scopes. 


It is the hypermode transponder 
location for the primary control 
deck of unit three in Group Five. 


we're fiting on 
‘our own ship? 


To quote Group Five's 
deposed commander, 
“Kill it now, oF it will 
devour us all.” 


‘The ship has 
been taken by some kind of 
super-Batra. 


Until further notice, 
I do not want you to use 
the word “missed.” 


From here I can adit their index, 
swan in a differant transpondar, 
but after one shot the Ba‘anuri 
gunner will see EXACTLY how 
they were hacked, and then 
wa are dead and dane. iiss cat be 


won with just 


You utterly franscandont 
idiots should not have 
put a franspondar there. 


LDON'T THINK 
HE'S TALKING 


Somabady mako a 
window. Uou're gonna 
want to soa this. 


HYPERSPACE IS A TANGLED MESS, BUT THE PA'ANURT 
HAVE GOTTEN PRETTY GOOD AT FIRING THROUGH IT. 
We are ~ B] 


ready to fire. Wt 
Aperture % 


Go wide. 


A precision shot 
would be artful, but there’s 
no art at all in failing to 
take out the tarde. LIF SOMEONE MESSES WITH YOUR TARGETING 
DATA, YOU MIGHT NOT NOTICE THE PROBLEM 
UNTIL YOU SEE THAT YOUVE MISSED. 


‘THEN AGAIN, DEPENDING ON THE EXACT 
NATURE OF THE BAD DATA, YOU MIGHT 
NEVER NOTICE ANYTHING AT ALL.. 


(AND DEPENDING ON THE OBSERVER, THERE DEFINITELY 
CAN BE ART IN FATLING TO TAKE OUT THE TARGET..) 


Tho blast Front 


won't be visible For anothor 
hwo hundred seconds. 


I triched the 

Ba‘anuri into Firing 

the hypercannan at 
itself, 


Their gun 
is GONE. 


BUT... the knot of spacatima 
their gun used @3 4 capacitor 
has collapsed into ordinary 
matter and energy. 


Fi a guoss, the blast 
has about tha same energy as 
a Type IIn supernova. 


THAT'S FIVE TIMES THE 
LIFETIME OUTPUT OF SOL. 


ALL IN ONE GO. 


AND YOU WANTED 
US TO WATCH IT THROUGH 
‘A WINDOW? 


We just neod 
to pick @ window that’s 
Further away. 


This little station When it does, JF THE LOCAL TAO. 
will EVAPORATE the tarapart danial | \ '5 GENERATED HERE, 


under tha Farce |} generator will go TO TT OFF? 
oF the coming down. IF we got 
blast. clear, and are 
‘auick... 


Its off. tle can leave 
whanaver you're ready. 


ITO BE A SHAME TO MiSs 
THE LIGHT SHOW, BUT IT'D ALSO 
‘BE A SHAME TO BE DEAD. 


BACK IN THE MILKY WAY, WITHIN THE SERGEANT IN MOTION INFOSPHERE. 


When our otherselves 

destroy this ship, let our Final 

thoughts be of the victory we 
made possible. 


e/a be a shame if my, 
final thought was “why is 
this taking so long?” 


Now Im thinking \ 
that, gou monster. 


The amarph 
umbral-Barry is a 
MONSTER! 


WAAAUGH! de a gisss; 
it still lives because it’s too 
» hungry to aie. 


i ys How can it 
Ne cy exesiieeteaaauhh still be HUNGRY? 


This new enemy has all the 
fast-burning ferocity of baryonic life, 
and it has all our own power over the 

shift and shape of space. 


I mgan, that’s certainly tha One moment, 
HAPPIEST explanation For why they Admiral Chu. 
haven't boon killing us with it. 


But until T 
can reach Captain 


Help Commodore 
Tragon Figure out what 


fm on my way Unless | was looking at the map 
From Sergeant in Motion, $ %0 the next node. upside clown, or you draw i 
0 | don’t have comms. It's the one you your threes Funny. 
labeled as “three.” > 


That sounds very useful 


Halla, 
Commadare. Schlock said 
that you have some 
prisoners? 


They could help us 


JUST SO WE'RE CLEAR, 
ACCESSING NAV WOULD THAT BE THEM 
‘AND COMMS, SURRENDERING TO US? 


negotiate a surrendar. 


Tho Fog oF War must 
got protty bad when the onamy 
is mada of dark mattor. 


WOW. YOU DIDN'T 
ANSWER MMY QUESTION. 


Did the baryonic Schiock not 
handle umbral-Schlack’s 
disconnection wall? 


His life signs 
are consistent with 
dogp sloop. 


Have you tried 
dumping powderad 
Ovalkwis on him? 


Commadare Tagan 1. you're aut oF Ovalkwik. 
gave him an entire barrel 
OF Ovalkwik eartior, Thal’s 
what jumpstarted him into 

hiss umbral Form, 


IMAGINE MY COMPLETE 
1-SURPRISE WHEN SCHLOCK ATE 
THE EMPTY BARREL, TOO. 


If either side surrenders, it is 
only unto their destruction. 


‘Surrender? 


This isa 
war for the right 
to exist. 


I am here to 
egatiate the terms 
oF your surrandor. 


Tho Fact that you're NOT dead suggosts: 
that wa might bo abla to arrive at a loss... 
“existontially terminal" arrangement. 


T already hava what I want, 
‘and you'ra not doad, so you 
can absolutely trust mo. 


‘A thing you sag before 
you take what you want 
and then murder us all. 


1 would prefer 
‘to absolutely wound you. 


Ais I understand the problem, you non-baryonic 
people cannot safoly co-oxist with 
@ baryonic: civilization. 


Us baryonic: Fath 
ood tho taraport, 

but it distorts space 
in ways that uttarly 
unmake you. 


Exactly. 


And without 
co-existence, there 


can be no compromise. 


You die, 
or we die. 


Now, before I go on, 
A Fair point. A Pair paint, please, PLEASE excuse ‘Your tone suggests 
nile tha tedium inhorant in that this is very tedious 
aot me making this point 


ot again... 


Fair paint. 


‘You keep saying we're 
not dead, as if gou 
could possibly know 
what our lives are 


‘our true forms, 
our umbral matter selves, Jf Devoured by 
one of you. 


‘These forms 


are baryonic. 


soe But the “way oF Fa" 
This “life argument is omphy when the 
you say we have? “way” in question is paid For by 
It is simply not out way. people wha don’t got a say in things. 


This placa stands as avidence thet you 
CAN live happily in the baryonic realm. 


If we remain trapped here, the 
Path becomes a prison. 


This space only exists 
to provide « path for us to 
te-become our umbral selves. 


A semantic point we can 
ergua AFTER you've saan what an 
artist can do with the place. 


ANOTHER SEMANTIC 
POINT WE CAN ARGUE. 


LET'S LEAD WITH 
HOW T CAN 

NICE INTRO, IMPROVE THE 
ETEY, EXPERIENCE 


UH, YEAH, 


Ho's been building 
various heavans ever 
since you killed him. 


*NON-BARYONIC® IS A NEW ONE 
FOR ME, BUT IT'S JUST A MATTER 
OF MAPPING AN EXPANDED PHYSICS 
ENGINE ONTO A DIFFERENT 
SET OF PERCEPTUAL FILTERS. 


TRICKY, BUT 
VERY DO-ABLE. 


HERE'S MY FIRST 


gou want in exchange 
for all this? 


The Fighting 
stops. 


Your people jain ma back 
you hore, whore they can be gy my generator, and thon 
safe From tereports. give ma UOURS. 


HUSH. I asked you Does Thurl mean to give Find this is why. 
to holp with the radecorati us this much nicer and more 
not tha negotiations. comfortable place independently You are VERY BAD AT 
of the terms you listed? NEDOTIATEI. 


YOU NEGLECTED 10 TELL a YOU ONLY SAY THAT 
IME THE REDECORATING WAS PART BECAUSE YOU HAVEN'T SEEN 
(OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. IRE NEGOTIATE YET, 


ind I will 
aver, undar any 
circumstances, 
ash you to. 


YOU ASKED 
IME TO DESIGN PA'ANURI 


WILL NEVER, UNDER 
‘ANY CIRCUMSTANCES 

DESIGN PA'ANUR) 
HELL. 


IMPRISONING THEM IN THIS SPACE 
‘THE WAY T FOUND IT WOULD 
‘QUALIFY AS HELL. 


f 


A holl which, unos 
I've confused matters of causality, 
you did NOT design. 


PETEY, AS HEARTBROKEN AS I MAY BE OVER MY OWN LOSS 
OF CONTINUITY, NOT TO MENTION THE BILLIONS OF PEOPLE 
THE PA'ANUR) HAVE KILLED, WILL NOT LET YOU BRANDISH 
ETERNAL MISERY, YOUR FINGER HOVERING ABOVE THIS 
PLACE'S OFF" SWITCH, TO ADVANCE YOUR OWN POWER 


T just want you 
to be woll- 
informed before 
you claim moral 
high ground. 


AND A HILL. MORAL 
HIGH GROUND WORKS BETTER 
IF 1’ STANDING ON IT. 


NOW, LET'S REVIEW YOUR YOU SAID “my” A. I callod 
POWER-GRAB, SHALL WE? J "GIVE ME BACK MY GENERATOR? T see your it that bocause it 
GENERATOR” confusion. 


Obviously we 
cannot allow the 
Pavanuri to woop it, 


By right of conquest, iF you won't 
accept that I'm the only baryonic 
‘entity who can be trusted with it 


SO I SUPPOSE THE 
ANDROMEDAN GENERATOR WILL 
ALSO BE YOURS? 


I don't think it would 
be a good Fit For the UNS, 
or the Loague of Galactics. 


THEV'D WRECK 
EVERYTHING. 


WE'RE HAVING IT IN ORDER TO ASCERTAIN THE POINTS 


YOU MEAN THIS PON WE CAN AGREE, POINTS BY WHICH WE IIGHT So. you were \ THERE moHT HAVE 


Us 
NEGOTIATION? _Jo\ “Lay THE FOUNDATION FOR GENUINE ACCORD. stalling For Hime. } SEEN 4 LITTLE BIT OF 


STALLING FOR TIME. 


‘These Barrys 
actually negotiate during their They do it 
negotiat : Just like we do. 


‘THE PROBLEM, PETEY, IS THAT NEITHER THE UNS, THE OAFA, THE LEAGUE OF GALACTICS, 
YOU NOR T HAVE AUTHORITY TO. PLUS THE RESIDENTS OF ALL THE AFTERLIFE SYSTEMS 
NEGOTIATE ON BEHALF OF THE TIVE BUILT, BECAUSE THEY CAN NATIVELY HANDLE 

6 ‘THE CLOCK SPEED IN HERE. 


‘on the ground," 


NS Thurl, 
THAT WOULD 
BE THE “SERGEANT IN MOTION" 
ARGUMENT OF MAXIM 2. How MANY more? 


J 


> SS «A 
‘fae 7 IF YOU WANT TO 
4 funn CPU CYCLES COUNTING 
p 'ALL THE HOSTS OF HEAVEN, 
BE AY GUEST. 
Mans 


iE SAID 
01 
CLOCK SPEED? 


ny MEAT-SPACE 
HEAD FEELS KINDA WARM. 


NEGOTIATION--THE QUESTION OF TO WHOM 
THE PA'ANURI SHALL TRANSFER CONTROL OF 
THE GALACTIC CORE GENERATORS. 


VIA HYPERNET AND HASTILY COMPLETED CONNECTIONS, AN AD-HOC INFOSPHERE 

NOW EXISTS FOR DISCUSSIONS OF INTERGALACTIC-SCALE PROBLEMS. WE CAN RETURN TO THE CRUX OF THIS 
NOW THAT WE HAVE A 

FAINT SHADOW OF THE BEGINNINGS 


OF A OISTANT HINT OF A QUORUM 
IN ATTENDANCE, 


HE MEANS THERE 1 AM FAMILIAR 
AREN'T ENOUGH OF US, WITH THURL'S DIALECT 
OF “CHIEF.” 


Is it my tum YOU UNDERSTAND THE ISSUES, YOU BUT THURL IS FLUENT 
to talk now? KNOW HOW TO RUN A MEETING, TO THE POINT OF 
MAKING POETRY. 


BY WHAT iy THEN YOU ARE MY BAILIFF. 


AUTHOR! 
‘ARE YOU PLACING ME IN 
CHARGE OF THIS? 


I CALLED MUSTER, AND 
EVERYBODY SHOWED UP. 


ITLL BE NICE TO 
HAVE A JOB FOR WHICH I'm 
ACTUALLY QUALIFIED. 


Now IT's 
YOUR TURN 
TO TALK 


SKIP AHEAD TO THE 
BIT WHERE YOU TELL US WHY 
YOU SHOULD BE THE ONE TO TAKE CONTROL 
‘OF BOTH GALACTIC CORE GENERATORS? 


I don’t need to KEEP thom, 
but SOMEONE needs to hurry 
up and TAKE thom, 


people on the Milky Way generator nades, 
and in Andromeda, to transfer generator 
control to me, I prope 
Sorry. We can't 
actually do that. 


this whole time. 
Nobody is 
answering. 


IF these Ba'anuri can persuade their & been calling 


‘Wow. 
Big crowd. 


SO! Who wants 
hear about my da 


And it looks 


lke somebocty 
redecorated. 


NO, Tm PRETTY suRE 
IT'S THEIR TURN NOW. 


You should I'm awesome. 
thank ma For saving 
your io, 


You're TOTALLY 
welcome to know that 
T'm awesome. 


The Pa‘anuri hypercannon 
wes targeting your ship, but at the 
fast socond I swapped a couplo 
‘Of thair transponder indices. 


When you say 
“transponder indices" it 


The explosion 

wes so big you'll 

be able to see it 
From here. 


dust not yet, 

You've got at least tuo 

niin years fo schedule 
viewing parties. 


Boring? I made them 
shoot their own gunt 


Your explosion sounds cool, but | turned into 
a dark matter me, and then | was in three places 
ab once, and THEN | Found out that the Pa’anui 


I didn't 
realize this was 
contest. 


TECHNICALLY THIS 15 AN 
INTERGALACTIC ARMISTICE 
MEETING, BUT YOUR 
‘ANECDOTES SEEM 
TO BE ON-TOPIC, 


‘On. Sorry. 
Were we talking 
over people? 


So there we wore, just about to 
feraport cloar of this HUGE blast Front, and 
Hovyn decides to have an idoa. 


We toraportad, but we took the 
little control station and @ bunch of that 
lumpy Pe‘anuri cable with us. 


| you Forget to 
say the cool stuFF, the 


WEVE MADE ROOM IN OUR 
AGENDA FOR YOUR STORY 
BECAUSE IT SEEMED TO 

HAVE A POINT. 


So, my TRULY AMAZING 
explosion wracked the entire 
Aetwork oF Paanuri cables. 


The stuff we took was 
literally the only viablo 
control surface oft. 


\ ar 
We ARE ALL GuiTe EAGER 1 > 
TO ENJOY YOUR NARRATIVES SWIFT , 

ARRWWAL AT THE AFOREMENTIONED POINT. 


Which is now YOUR 
generator, | take ite 


So we teraported back, 
thinking maybe we could 
usa it to take control 
of the generator, 


I oxpocted it to bo complicated, ar at loast 
difficult, but tha moment we arrived, one of the 
surviving Ba‘anuri grabbed our cable in a panic, 
and plugged me straight into thair genorator. 


TOTALLY ming, and I 
won't LET you taka it. 


Go gat your own. 


WE MAY NEED TO 
REVISE THE AGENDA 
FOR THIS MEETING, 


Okay, Thur, 


We've arrived at the 
‘aforementioned paint. 


agendas will nood to 
be ravisad. 


Sergeant, whan last wo IF there are 

Spoke, you said you supposed to be Five, 

were going ta Node then yes, | have all 
oF ‘em. 


Tt sooms as if 

you now have ALL of the 

nodes, including the hua 
T was holding. 


How did you... 


I have 
so many 


questions. 


The answer to at 
least one of them is 
“no, it’s mine now." 


AFTER A BIT OF BOUNCING AROUND, AN IMPORTANT 
‘SIGNAL REACHES AN IMPORTANT MEETING. 


st 


HELLO, 
EVERYONE! 


IVE RETURNED FROM 
THE EXOGALACTIC WORLOSHIP 
BOLOCEADE WITH A MESSAGE. 


OUR AGENDA IS IN FLUX AT 
THE MOMENT, WHAT'S THE 
MESSAGE? 


“UNIVERSAL PEACE, 
COSMIC HARMONY, 
‘AND SUCHLIKE." 


IT'S ALSO. THE EXOGALACTICS HOPE 
A MESSAGE YOU'VE SORTED mATTERS OUT 
WITH THE PA'ANUR, AND THAT 
YOU LIKED THE COSMIC 
HARMONY JOKE, 


ACTUAL COSMIC 


THE WAR IS OVER, AND WE SEEM TO HAVE 
SAVED THE GALAXY, BUT A GREAT MANY 
MATTERS REMAIN UNSORTED. 


GOOD! IF YOU'D LIKE TO SAVE 
THE GALAXY AGAIN--AND AGAIN AND AGAIN- 


HARMONY WOULD BE NICE. 


FROM THE CYCLES OF WAR AND EXODUS, WE CAN HELP. 


‘THE EXOGALACTICS THE SOLUTION--AND THEY'VE SIMMED THIS 
HAVE DONE INNUMERABLE RIGOROUSLY GIVEN THE FACT THAT IT WAS CAPTAIN 
CIVILIZATIONS AN INCALCULABLE TAGON'S IDEA--IS FOR THE EXOGALACTICS 
DISSERVICE BY BECOMING 
EXOGALACTIC, 
THEY DID FINE 
FOR THEMSELVES, BUT 
INSTEAD OF SHARING 
THEY RAN AWAY. 


GO BACK TO THE PART 
WHERE THIS WAS CAPTAIN 
TAGON'S IDEA 


YOU ARE LITERALLY 
MAKING THE EXACT 
SAME FACE I MADE, 


‘A COUPLE OF MILLTON LIGHT-YEARS 
‘AWAY, AND A COUPLE OF DAYS AGO. 


IF YOU £XO5 REALLY 
WANT TO HELP, YOU SHOULD 
PUT SOME SKIN IN THE GAME, AND 
HELP WITH YOUR ACTUAL HANDS, 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT, CAPTAIN TAGON, BUT 
‘ONE WORLOSHIP WON'T MAKE A DIFFERENCE, 


SO, CALL YOUR 
NEIGHBORS, 


BRING ALL THE 


WORLOSHIPS BACK. 
GALACTIC CIMLIZATION 
MIGHT 00 WELL WITH A FEW QUADRILLION 
ACTUAL GROWN-UPS, 


THOSE MAY BE THE 
MOST PROFOUNIO WORDS 
SPOKEN IN MY PRESENCE 

Ih) SEVENTY MILLION 

YEARS. 


TV'S OKAY, SORLIE 
HE SAID "May." 


‘A COUPLE OF DAYS, AND A COUPLE OF MILLION SIM CYCLES LATER. 


YOUR PLAN IS A GOOO OWE, BUT FULL 
IMPLEMENTATION REQUIRES POWER 
EXPENDOMURES FAR OUTSIDE 
ANUTHING MERE WORLOSHIPS 


We CAN, BUT THAT WILL. 
SHORTEN OUR VESSEL'S 
UFE-SPAN BY MILLIONS 
OF YEARS, 


SKIN IN THE GAME, ANCIENATOR 

IF WE'VE LOST THE WAR WITH THE 

PA'ANURI, YOU WON'T BE GETTING 
THOSE YEARS ANYWAY. 


CAN YOU CHURN UP ENOUGH 
POWER TO SEND AN AMBASSADOR BACK 
TO TALK IT OVER WITH PETEY? 


BUT IF WE'VE WON, AND THE CORE GENERATORS JS ONE OF THEM THAT I 
‘ARE STILL INTACT, WHAT GUARANTEE 00 YOU . SHOULD BE THE AMBASSADOR YOU 
HAVE THAT YOUNG, UNSUPERVISED CIVILIZATIONS SEN WITH THE MESSAGE? 
WON'T MAKE ANOTHER MESS THAT 

THREATENS THE EXOGALACTIC 


HALEY SORLIE, I AM PLEASED TO See 
YOU FINALLY ACCEPTING THE GREAT TRUTH THAT 
YOUARE QUALIFIED FOR YOUR JOB. 


‘BACK IN THE INFOSPHERE ABOARD THE | 
PA'ANURI WARSHIP SERGEANT IN 


WORLOSHIPS, 


Tim protty sure 
she means us. 


THEY'RE ALL WILLING TO HELP, BUT 
MOVING THAT MANY WORLDSHIPS ACROSS 
THE INTERGALACTIC VOID WILL REQUIRE 
SOMEONE 10 RESPONSIBLY WIELO THE 
POWER OF A PAIR OF GALACTIC CORES. 


Not sleeping. You'd play dead too iF 


someone Kept pouring your 


THE SCANS SAY THERE 15 
NOTHING WRONG WITH Hitt A Favorite Foods into your bed. 


HE'S JUST SLEEPING. 


WE'VE POURED PRETTY 
MUCH EVERY FOOD HE LIKES 
INTO THAT TUB WITH HiMh, 


Im not connected He and Ennesby hava both How are Quite woll, thank: you. 
to the dark-matter become very responsible. YOU doing? I've grawn rather Fond of the way 
me anymore. Thoy Fixed Othlin’s orbit uou treat my personality overlay as 
Desiorsey; if i's an actual person. 


Uontura rescued my 
ship-brain just before 
anthatic Cortainty 
‘was destroyed. 


‘She merged ma with my 

armor overlay, so I am now @ person 

who remembers how kind you were to 
ma whon I wasn't a person. 


Urn. | Chink 
| remember saying 
some brings that make 
this conversation 
Kind oF awkward. 


Many, many things. 
Gut the awkward you Foo! 
is just one mare reason 

T love you. 


ae 


Bi 


Im sorry to hear 
about the ship. 


chats wey UZ 
You're nat everybody 
otting paid. is smiling. 


This maintenance 
bay is big enough to hold 


lee | ss8 an Australia, 


With all this space, 
why was everybody crowded 
around my bathoub2 


‘ALOT Has 

HAPPENED IN. 

THE LAST FIVE 
DAYS, 


THE NEW PEACE IS WONDERFUL, 
BUT THE OAFANS ARE TAKING: 
BACK ALL THEIR STUFF. 


COMPANY FINANCES 
HAVE GOTTEN... 
COMPLICATED. 


SO YOU'LL SHARE IT? 
How complicated! 

can it be? 
You're homeless, 


and | own a ship 
the size of a 


it, andl i will bake 
WAY too tong For me 
to eat it by myselF. 


‘THE EPILOGUE CONTINUE 


HOW 00 YOU KNOW 
WE'RE BACK? THIS COULD 
BE ANOTHER SIMULATION, 


IN A NARRATIVE OF GALACTIC SCOPE, AN 


EPILOGUE SHOULD COVER MORE THAN JUST 
ONE SPACESHIP--EVEN IF IT IS A BIG ONE, 


YES, THE EPILOGUE ALREADY 
TOLD US ABOUT OTHLIN, BUT WE 


IF THIS WERE A SIMULATION, 

THEY WOULD HAVE FIXED OUR 

ORBIT IN A WAY THAT DIDN'T 
SCREW UP THE CALENDAR 


UNLESS THAT'S 
WHAT DEEP SIM WANTS 
YOU TO THINK. 


SAYING “DEEP sim 
DOESN'T ACTUALLY LEND WEIGHT 
TO YOUR ARGUMENT, 


THESE PATHS ARE FROM 
THe VERY SAME MANIFOLDS 
WHICH TOLD US THAT SAPIENT 
METASTABLE DARK MATTER HFA Sn my ests 
Lacie from a different 
probability matrix. 


‘And multiple worldships, with millions 
of different matrices and megabrains, 
have reached this same conclusion. 


‘SOME PEOPLE WILL ARGUE THAT AN EPILOGUE'S PACING 
NECESSITATES AN INVERSION OF THE “SHOW, DONT TELL’ 
-RULE-MUCH MORE TELLING, AND VERY LITTLE SHOWING. 


All of our very best 
futures feature leaving 
the amorph in control 
of the Milky Way's 
galactic core. 


We SHOULD LET 
PETEY PRESENT 
OUR FINES. 


‘THIS NARRATIVE HAS BEEN BREAKING 
BETTER RULES FOR WORSE REASONS 
FORA VERY, VERY LONG TIME.. 


The graph is 
pretty, bub you 

coud just TELL 
me that | get 
to stay here. 


I agrao, but I 
don't make the rules 
anymore. 


LIT WOULD BE A SHAME TO CHANGE 
BB) THINGS HERE AT THE VERY END. 


ones Pa, 
‘ABOUT THAT MAINTENANCE BAY. Beier 
‘There is 


deFiritely enough space 
THE OTHER TAGON i 
‘AND MURTAUGH thie ba 
r TALKING. 


THEIR WHOLE 
PRIOR: CIVILIZATION. 


‘ASE INFOINT: EVEN OVERSIZED, 
THES ROW OF COMICS IS FAR TOO 
SMALL FOR A PICTURE OF BOTH 
i SERGEANT SCHLOCK AND A FLUFFY, 
>See From Tee TENE HONKY TYRANNOSAURUS REX 
BRINGING ONOSAURS askeo For THe ) Ma = 
p= ENTIRE BAY. We MUST FINALLY SAY “THE END, 
TRoTUNATELY aT SOE FOIE Gree Pass NOE eS 
MUST CONSIDER THE SHEER VASTNESS h CANT bO TT, NOT EVEN TF WE J | | UNIVERSE To YouR EAAGINATEON. 
OF THE UNIVERSE, AND STOP TRYING TO RESTRICT OURSELVES TO JUST ONE SLICE 
‘SHOW EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS. | OF JUST ONE CORNER OF ONE GALAXY. 


No label, 


tying out in 
i 


ir THERE'S 4 RULE ABOUT NO PICTURES AFTER "THE END," A SERGEANT IN MOTION CAN OVERRULE 


THE END. 


You've reached the end of Sergeant In Motion, 
Schlock Mercenary Book 20, and in so doing you 
have reached the end of Schlock Mercenary... 

There are more stories to be told here, 
but this story the saga of Sergeant Schiock’s 
employment with Captain Tagon's mercenary 

‘company—is now complete. 


So, y'know... 
THE END. 


Seriously. 


